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15 Day Notice of California Notice Register 2016, No.2-Z, Z-2015-1228-03
Re: Mammal Regulations for the 2016-2017 Seasons

February 24, 2016

This is to provide you with a 15 day continuation notice of proposed regulatory action
relative to amending sections 364, Elk and 364.1 SHARE Elk Hunts, Title 14, California
Code of Regulations, relating to the proposed regulations for “Mammal Regulations for
the 2016-2017 Seasons” which was published in the California Regulatory Notice
Register on January 8, 2016, Register 2016, No. 2-Z; OAL Notice File No. Z-2015-1228-
03. The proposed changes to the originally noticed language are shown in double
underline/strikeout underline and are sufficiently related to the originally proposed text.

The changes in regulations reflect an action by the Fish and Game Commission to allow
the Department of Fish and Wildlife to pull its 2016 Draft EIk Environmental Document
from consideration, and rely on the existing Elk Final Environmental Document from
2010. And to amend the proposed text of the regulations to align with the existing
projects approved in 2010.

The date of the public hearing related to this matter, and associated deadlines for
receipt of oral or written comments at the meeting to be held on April 14, 2016 in Santa
Rosa has not changed from the original notice.

Additional information and all associated documents may be found on the Fish and
Game Commission website at http://www.fgc.ca.gov/regulations/2016/index.aspx#265 .

Craig Stowers, Department of Fish and Wildlife, phone 916-445-3553, has been
designated to respond to questions on the substance of the proposed regulations.

Sincerely,
s/
Jon D. Snellstrom

Associate Governmental Program Analyst

Attachment
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FISH AND GAME COMMISSION
INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR REGULATORY ACTION
(Pre-Publication of Notice Statement)

Amend Section 364
Title 14, California Code of Regulations (CCR)
Re: Elk Hunts

Date of Initial Statement of Reasons: November 6, 2015

February 11, 2016 (Amended)

Dates and Locations of Scheduled Hearings:

(a) Notice Hearing: Date: December 10, 2015
Location: San Diego, CA

(b) Discussion Hearings: Date: February 11, 2016
Location: Sacramento, CA

(c) Adoption Hearing: Date: April 14, 2016
Location: Santa Rosa, CA

Description of Regulatory Action:

(a) Statement of Specific Purpose of Regulation Change and Factual Basis for
Determining that Regulation Change is Reasonably Necessary:

1. ltis necessary for the Fish and Game Commission (Commission) to improve the
hunting requlations and make them more user-friendly.

The current Elk Hunt regulations in Title 14, Section 364, are overly long and the
current format makes it difficult to navigate to find pertinent hunting information.
The Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) is recommending placing a
substantial amount of information from Section 364, which is currently in a
narrative format, into a Table that is more easily reviewed by the public. The new
table replaces two subparts in regulation: Number of License Tags in each hunt
area and Season dates. Area descriptions and conditions will remain in narrative
form.

For example, part of the current regulation in subsection 364(a) reads as follows:

8364. Elk.

(a) Department Administered General Methods Roosevelt Elk Hunts:

(1) Siskiyou Roosevelt Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: In that portion of Siskiyou County beginning at the junction of Interstate
Highway 5 with the California-Oregon state line; east along the state line to Hill Road at
Ainsworth Corner; south along Hill Road to Lava Beds National Monument Road; south
along Lava Beds National Monument Road to USDA Forest Service Road 49; south
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along USDA Forest Service Road 49 to USDA Forest Service Road 77; west along
USDA Forest Service Road 77 to USDA Forest Service Road 15 (Harris Spring Road);
south along USDA Forest Service Road 15 to USDA Forest Service Road 13 (Pilgrim
Creek Road); southwest along USDA Forest Service Road 13 to Highway 89; northwest
along Highway 89 to Interstate Highway 5; north along Interstate Highway 5 to the point
of beginning.

(B) Season: The season shall open on the Wednesday preceding the second Saturday
in September and continue for 12 consecutive days.

(C) Number of License Tags: 20 bull tags and 20 antlerless tags.

Subparts (B) Season, and (C) Number of License Tags, are proposed to be moved to
the new Table as shown in the example below:

8

1. Bull 2. Antlerless | 3. Either- 4. Spike
Hunt Tags Tags Sex Tags Tags

5. Season

(r) Department Administered General Methods Roosevelt EIk Hunts

WA

20 | 20 | |

Shall open on the Wednesday preceding the second
Saturday in September and continue for 12
consecutive days.

Siskiyou

The complete Table and text is found in the attached amended Regulatory Text
of Section 364.

. Number of Tags.

In order to maintain appropriate harvest levels and hunting quality it is necessary
to annually adjust quotas (total number of tags) in response to dynamic
environmental and biological conditions. Current regulations in Section 364
specify elk license tag quotas for each hunt in accordance with management
goals and objectives.

The proposed amendments will modify Section 364, adding new subsections
364(r) through (aa) in a Table which specifies the number of elk tags in each hunt
type and area for the 2016 season. However, since the Department’s final
recommendations for quotas cannot be determined until winter survey data and
harvest results are analyzed, the amendments to Section 364 will begin with a
range of tags (expressed as [ 0-40 ], etc.). The final number of tags will be
recommended to the Commission at the adoption hearing in April 2016.

The proposed ranges of elk tags for 2016 are presented in the amended
Regulatory Text of Section 364.

Remove—Amend—and-Establish-New- Hunt Areas:

The Department is recommending changes to the Hunt Areas as described in
amended subsections 364(a)(1) through (d)(20). Some hunt areas are deleted;
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(Note: The following text which is proposed for deletion (italicized) refers
to the current subsection number. Text to be added or amended (normal
type) refers to the new renumbered subsection. The referenced
subsections appear in the same order as in the attached amended
regulatory text.)

The following Hunt Areas are proposed for amendment:
364(a)(2) Big Lagoon Roosevelt EIk Hunt: (Deleted from regulation)

This hunt boundary is no longer being utilized and has been splitand
incorporated into the NorthwesternBel-Nerte-and-Humbeldt- Roosevelt Elk Hunts.

364(a)(4) Klamath Roosevelt EIk Hunt: (Deleted from regulation)

This hunt boundary is no longer being utilized and has been splitand
incorporated into the Northwestern Bel-Nerte-and-Humbeldt Roosevelt ElIk Hunts.

364(a)(5) Del Norte Roosevelt EIk Hunt: (Deleted from regulation)

This hunt boundary is no longer being utilized; this hunt area has been
incorporated into the Northwestern Roosevelt EIK Hunts.Jtargernew-Del-Nerte













5.

Oy
®

Modify Season Dates and Hunt Periods:

The Department makes many different times and seasons of the year available
to the public. In order to provide opportunity for hunters, the Department
modifies the calendar day for the start of hunts and the number of days of
hunting. The new Table in subsections 364(r) through (aa) proposes the
recommended days for each hunt.

In a number of hunt areas the elk population has increased substantially over
the last several years. The proposed seasonal framework, additional hunt
periods, and the proposed number of tags, are designed to safely distribute the
additional hunting pressure while maintaining an appropriate level of harvest.

Due to military use constraints at Fort Hunter Liggett-and-Camp-Reberts, hunt
dates are subject to change from year to year and may be changed or cancelled
by the base commander

Modifications to Hunt Area Special Conditions.

Current regulations require a hunter orientation in certain hunt areas prior to
hunting. This requirement is not necessary in most areas since all pertinent
information is sent to the successful tag purchaser (hunter) along with their tag.
Tag holders are also provided contact numbers for local Department employees
to answer any additional questions. Where required, the Special Conditions
appear in regulation with the hunt area description.

Special Conditions for hunting on military installations appear in subsection

(p+) Fort Hunter Liggett Special Conditions:-and,—(v)-Camp-Reberts-Special

Minor Editorial Changes.

364(1)(4) Proposed amendments to this subsection clarify the definition of either-
sex elk and make it clear that a spike elk is included within the definition of
either-sex elk.

364(n) is proposed for deletion as it restates subsection (m).
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Other minor editorial changes are proposed for consistency in subsection
numbering, spelling, grammar, and clarity.

a) Authority and Reference:

Authority: Fish and Game Code sections 200, 202, 203, 332 and 1050.
Reference: Fish and Game Code sections 332 and 1050.

(c) Specific Technology or Equipment Required by Regulatory Change: None.

(d) Identification of Reports or Documents Supporting Regulation Change:
2016-Braft2010 Final Environmental Document Regarding Elk Hunting

(e) Public Discussions of Proposed Regulations Prior to Notice Publication:

Fish and Game Commission’s Wildlife Resources Committee meeting held on
September 9, 2015 in Fresno, California.

Description of Reasonable Alternatives to Regulatory Action:
(a) Alternatives to Regulation Change:
1. Improve the hunting regulations and make them more user-friendly.

No alternatives were identified. The Department makes extensive use of Tables
in regulations. Currently, tables are used in Section 362, Big Horn Sheep, 363
Antelope, and 364.1 SHARE EIk. Department publications use tables to provide
information to the public in an easier format than written text.

2. Number of Tags

A recommendation was submitted 10/1/2014 by the Colusa County Fish and
Game Commission. Request to increase elk hunting in Stonyford to control the
growing size of the herd:

Department staff met with the Colusa County Fish and Game Commission last
year to discuss potential solutions. Fhe-Department-has-analyzed-thepotential
for-inereased-harvestincreases in tag allotments will require analysis
completedthis-zene in thea Draft Environmental Document (DED). Tag
adjustments will be reviewed after surveys are complete_and a DED may be
completed at that time. One of the limiting factors for this zone is access to
private property for public elk hunters; currently there is very limited public land
for elk hunters to access which contain elk. The newly adopted SHARE elk tags
(Section 364.1) are a potential solution for allowing access to private lands for elk
hunters. Depending on tag allocation for the general draw and analyzed harvest




IS

rates, SHARE elk tags may be available for landowners within the Priest Valley
desiring to contract with the Department.

Elk license tag quotas must be adjusted periodically in response to a variety of
environmental and biological conditions including forage availability, population
structure, and over-winter survival rates. Elk populations have increased and
landowner conflicts have also escalated in several areas. Adjusting tag quotas
provides for appropriate harvest levels within the zones.

Remove-Amend—and-Establish-New Hunt Areas:

No alternatives were identified. Removing outdated regulations makes existing
requlatlons clear and easv to understand bv the general public. Nepmed#ylng

Modify Season Dates and Hunt Periods:

No alternatives were identified. The Department makes many different times and
seasons of the year available to the public. In order to provide opportunity for
each group, the Department modifies the calendar day for the start of hunts and
the number of days of hunting.



VI.

Due to military use constraints at Fort Hunter Liggett-anrd-Camp-Reberts, hunt
dates are subject to change from year to year and may be changed or cancelled
by the base commander.

65. Modifications to Hunt Area Special Conditions.

No alternatives were identified. Current regulations require a hunter orientation
in certain hunt areas prior to hunting. Where required, the Special Conditions
appear in regulation with the hunt area description.

(b) No Change Alternative:

The no-change alternative was considered and rejected because it would not attain
project objectives. Elk hunts and opportunity must be adjusted periodically in
response to a variety of environmental and biological conditions including forage
availability, population structure, and over-winter survival rates. Elk populations have
increased and landowner conflicts have also escalated in several areas. Adjusting
tag quotas provides for appropriate harvest levels within the hunt zones.

(c) Consideration of Alternatives:

In view of information currently possessed, no reasonable alternative considered
would be more effective in carrying out the purpose for which the regulation is
proposed, would be as effective and less burdensome to affected private persons
than the proposed regulation, or would be more cost effective to affected private
persons and equally effective in implementing the statutory policy or other provision
of law.

Mitigation Measures Required by Regulatory Action:

The proposed regulatory action will have no negative impact on the environment;
therefore, no mitigation measures are needed. The number of tags that will be
issued from the newly proposed tag range will result in a harvest that is at or below
the harvest analyzed in the 2016-Braft2010 Final Environmental Document
Regarding Elk hunting.

Impact of Regulatory Action.

This proposed action adjusts tag quotas;-medifies-existing-hunt-zenes; to meet
management goals and ereates-new-zenes-te-inereaseprovide hunting opportunities

for the public. Given the number of tags available, and the area over which they are
distributed, this proposal is economically neutral to business.

(a) Significant Statewide Adverse Economic Impact Directly Affecting Businesses,
Including the Ability of California Businessmen to Compete with Businesses in
Other States.
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VII.

The proposed action will not have a significant statewide adverse economic
impact directly affecting business, including the ability of California businesses to
compete with businesses in other states. Considering the relatively small
number of tags issued over the entire state, this proposal is economically neutral
to business.

(b) Impact on the Creation or Elimination of Jobs Within the State, the Creation of
New Businesses or the Elimination of Existing Businesses, or the Expansion of
Businesses in California; Benefits of the Regulation to the Health and Welfare of
California Residents, Worker Safety, and the State’s Environment:

The Commission anticipates benefits to the health and welfare of California
residents. Hunting provides opportunities for multi-generational family activities
and promotes respect for California’s environment by the future stewards of the
State’s resources. The Commission anticipates benefits to the State’s
environment in the sustainable management of natural resources.

The proposed action will not have significant impacts on jobs or business within
California and does not provide benefits to worker safety.

(c)Cost Impacts on Representative Private Persons/Business.

The Commission is not aware of any cost impacts that a representative private
person or business would necessarily incur in reasonable compliance with this
proposed action.

(d) Costs or Savings to State Agencies or Costs/Savings in Federal Funding to the
State: None.

(e) Other Nondiscretionary Costs/Savings to Local Agencies: None.
(f) Programs Mandated on Local Agencies or School Districts: None.

(g) Costs Imposed on Any Local Agency or School District that is Required to be
Reimbursed under Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division 4: None.

(h) Effect on Housing Costs: None.

Economic Impact Assessment

The proposed action will have no statewide economic or fiscal impact because the
proposed action would not constitute a significant change from the 2015 elk
season. The number of tags to be set in regulation for 2016 is intended to achieve
or maintain the levels set forth in the approved management plans_and
Environmental documents to sustainably manage elk populations and maintain
hunting opportunities in subsequent seasons.

(a) Effects of the regulation on the creation or elimination of jobs within the State:
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(b)

(€)

(d)

()

(f)

The regulation will not affect the creation or elimination of jobs because no
significant changes in hunting activity levels are anticipated.

Effects of the regulation on the creation of new businesses or the elimination
of existing businesses within the State:

The regulation will not impact the creation of new businesses or the
elimination of businesses because no significant changes in hunting activity
levels are anticipated.

Effects of the regulation on the expansion of businesses currently doing
business within the State

The regulation will not affect the expansion of businesses currently doing
business within the State because no significant changes in hunting activity
levels are anticipated.

Benefits of the regulation to the health and welfare of California residents:
The proposed regulation will benefit the health and welfare of California
residents. Hunting provides opportunities for multi-generational family
activities and promotes respect for California’s environment by the future
stewards of the State’s resources and the action contributes to the
sustainable management of natural resources.

Benefits of the regulation to worker safety.

The proposed regulation will not affect worker safety.

Benefits of the regulation to the State's environment

It is the policy of the State to encourage the conservation, maintenance, and

utilization of the State’s living resources. The proposed action will further this
core objective.
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INFORMATIVE DIGEST
(Policy Statement Overview)

Existing regulations in Section 364, Title 14, CCR, specify elk license tag quotas for
each hunt. In order to achieve elk herd management goals and objectives and maintain
hunting quality, it is periodically necessary to adjust quotas, seasons, hunt areas and
other criteria, in response to dynamic environmental and biological conditions. The
proposed amendments to Section 364 will establish 2016 tag quotas within each hunt
adjusting for annual fluctuations in population number, season dates and tag
distribution.

The complete amended text is found in the amended Regulatory Text of Section 364
with the Initial Statement of Reasons.

Proposed Amendments:

1. The current Elk Hunt regulations in Title 14, Section 364, are overly long and the
format makes it difficult to navigate to find pertinent hunting information. The
Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) is recommending placing a substantial
amount of information from Section 364 in a Table to improve the hunting
regulations and make them more user-friendly.

2. In order to achieve appropriate harvest levels and maintain hunting quality it is
necessary to annually adjust quotas (total number of tags) in response to dynamic
environmental and biological conditions. Section 364 regulations specify elk license
tag quotas for each hunt in accordance with management goals and objectives.

3. Remove;-Amend,and-Establish-New Hunt Areas. The Department is
recommending changes to the Hunt Areas as described in amended subsections
364(a)(1) through (d)(20).

4. Modify Season Dates and Hunt Periods. The Department makes many different
times and seasons of the year available to the public. In order to provide opportunity
for hunters, the Department modifies the calendar day for the start of individual
hunts and the number of days of hunting. The new Table sets forth the
recommended days for each hunt.

5. Modifications to Hunt Area Special Conditions.

Current regulations require a hunter orientation in certain hunt areas prior to hunting.
This requirement is not necessary in most areas since all pertinent information is
sent to the successful tag purchaser (hunter) along with their tag. Tag holders are
also provided contact numbers for local Department employees to answer any
additional questions. Where required, the Special Conditions appear in regulation
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with the hunt area description. Special Conditions for hunting on military
installations appear in new subsections (p) Fort Hunter Liggett Special Conditions;

el o Sobonie oo Lo e
6. Minor Editorial Changes are proposed to improve clarity and reduce redundancy.

Benefits of the requlations

The proposed regulations will contribute to the sustainable management of elk
populations in California. Existing elk herd management goals specify objective levels
for the proportion of bulls in the herds. These ratios are maintained and managed in
part by annually modifying the number of tags. The final values for the license tag
numbers will be based upon findings from annual harvest and herd composition counts
where appropriate.

Non-monetary benefits to the public

The Commission does not anticipate non-monetary benefits to the protection of public
health and safety, worker safety, the prevention of discrimination, the promotion of
fairness or social equity and the increase in openness and transparency in business
and government.

Consistency with State or Federal Requlations

The Fish and Game Commission, pursuant to Fish and Game Code Sections 200, 202
and 203, has the sole authority to regulate elk hunting in California. Commission staff
has searched the California Code of Regulations and has found the proposed changes
pertaining to elk tag allocations are consistent with Title 14. Therefore the Commission
has determined that the proposed amendments are neither inconsistent nor
incompatible with existing State regulations.

The Department, at the Commission’s February 11, 2016 meeting in Sacramento
requested the Commission consider its withdrawal of the proposed draft 2016 Elk
CEQA document, and instead asked the Commission rely on existing CEQA. Reverting
back to the original CEQA proposals requires the renotice of proposed regulatory text
which included proposals that added additional hunt zones in sections 364 and 364.1
that were identified as projects under the CEQA document being withdrawn, as well as
necessary paragraph renumbering.

Final tag quotas and an addendum to the Final Environmental Document regarding Elk
Hunting, dated April 21, 2010 will be provided to interested and affected parties at least
15 days prior to its consideration by the Commission at its April 14, 2016 meeting in
Santa Rosa.




REGULATORY TEXT
Section 364 is amended to read as follows:
8364. Elk Hunts, Seasons, and Number of Tags

(a) Department Administered General Methods Roosevelt EIk Hunt Areas.

(1) Siskiyou General Methods Roosevelt Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: In that portion of Siskiyou County beginning at the junction of Interstate
Highway 5 with the California-Oregon state line; east along the state line to Hill Road at
Ainsworth Corner; south along Hill Road to Lava Beds National Monument Road; south
along Lava Beds National Monument Road to USDA Forest Service Road 49; south
along USDA Forest Service Road 49 to USDA Forest Service Road 77; west along
USDA Forest Service Road 77 to USDA Forest Service Road 15 (Harris Spring Road);
south along USDA Forest Service Road 15 to USDA Forest Service Road 13 (Pilgrim
Creek Road); southwest along USDA Forest Service Road 13 to Highway 89; northwest
along Highway 89 to Interstate Highway 5; north along Interstate Highway 5 to the point
of beginning.

int of their alk | .
(2) Northwestern California Roosevelt EIk Hunt:
(A) Area: In those portions of Humboldt and Del Norte counties within a line beginning
at the intersection of Highway 299 and Highway 96, north along Highway 96 to the Del
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Norte-Siskiyou county line, north along the Del Norte-Siskiyou county line to the
California-Oregon state line, west along the state line to the Pacific Coastline, south
along the Pacific coastline to the Humboldt-Mendocino county line, east along the
Humboldt-Mendocino county line to the Humboldt-Trinity county line, north along the
Humboldt-Trinity county line to nghway 299, west along nghway 299 to the point of
beginning-;




é@HB) HembeleltMarble Mountains General Methods Roosevelt EIk Hunt

(A) Area In those portlons of Humboldt Tehama Trinity, Shasta and Siskiyou counties
beginning at the intersection of Interstate Highway 5 and the California-Oregon state
line; west along the state line to the Del Norte County line; south along the Del Norte
County line to the intersection of the Siskiyou-Humboldt county lines; east along the
Siskiyou-Humboldt county lines to Highway 96; south along Highway 96 to Highway
299; south along Highway 299 to the Intersection of the Humboldt/Trinity County line;
south along the Humboldt Trinity County Line to the intersection of Highway 36; east
along Highway 36 to the |ntersect|on of Interstate 5; north on Interstate nghway 5 to the
pornt of beglnnlng




(b) Department Administered General Methods Rocky Mountain Elk Hunts:
(1) Northeastern California_General Methods Rocky Mountain Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: Those portions of Siskiyou, Modoc, Lassen, and Shasta counties within a line
beginning in Siskiyou County at the junction of the California-Oregon state line and Hill
Road at Ainsworth Corner; east along the California-Oregon state line to the California-
Nevada state line; south along the California-Nevada state line to the Tuledad-Red
Rock-Clarks Valley Road (Lassen County Roads 506, 512 and 510); west along the
Tuledad-Red Rock-Clarks Valley Road to Highway 395 at Madeline; west on USDA
Forest Service Road 39N08 to the intersection of Highway 139/299 in Adin; south on
Highway 139 to the intersection of Highway 36 in Susanville; west on Highway 36 to the
intersection of Interstate 5 in Red Bluff; north on Interstate 5 to Highway 89; southeast
along Highway 89 to USDA Forest Service Road 13 (Pilgrim Creek Road); northeast
along USDA Forest Service Road 13 to USDA Forest Service Road 15 (Harris Spring
Road); north along USDA Forest Service Road to USDA Forest Service Road 77; east
along USDA Forest Service Road 77 to USDA Forest Service Road 49; north along
USDA Forest Service Road 49 to Lava Beds National Monument Road; north along
Lava Beds National Monument Road to Hill Road; north along Hill Road to the point of
beglnnlng

(c) Department Administered General Methods Roosevelt/Tule Elk Hunts:

(1) Mendocino-Nerth-Ceast General Methods Roosevelt/Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: Those portions in Mendocino County within a line beginning at the Pacific
Coastline and the Mendocino/Humboldt County line south of Shelter Cove; east along
the Mendocino/Humboldt County line to the intersection of the Humboldt, Mendocino,
and Trinity County lines; south and east along the Mendocino/Trinity County line to the
intersection of the Mendocino, Trinity, and Tehama County lines; south along the
Mendocino County line to the intersection of Highway 20; north and west along Highway
20 to the intersection of Highway 101 near Calpella; south along Highway 101 to the
intersection of Highway 253; southwest along Highway 253 to the intersection of
Highway 128; north along Highway 128 to the intersection of Mountain View Road near
the town of Boonville; west along Mountain View Road to the intersection of Highway 1,
south along Highway 1 to the intersection of the Garcia River; west along the Garcia
River to the Pacific Coastline; north along the Pacmc Coastllne to the pomt of beglnnlng.




 beginnine,
(d) Department Administered General Methods Tule Elk Hunts
(1) Cache Creek General Methods Tule ElIk Hunt:

(A) Area: Those portions of Lake, Colusa and Yolo counties within the following line:
beginning at the junction of Highway 20 and Highway 16; south on Highway 16 to Reiff-
Rayhouse Road; west on Reiff-Rayhouse Road to Morgan Valley Road; west on

5



Morgan Valley Road to Highway 53; north on Highway 53 to Highway 20; east on
Highway 20 to the fork of Cache Creek; north on the north fork of Cache Creek to Indian
Valley Reservoir; east on the south shore of Indian Valley Reservoir to Walker Ridge-
Indian Valley Reservoir Access Road; east on Walker Ridge-Indian Valley Reservoir
Access Road to Walker Ridge Road; south on Walker Ridge Road to Highway 20; east
on Highway 20 to the point of beginning.

(2) La Panza General Methods Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: In those portions of San Luis Obispo, Kern, Monterey, Kings, Fresno, San
Benito, and Santa Barbara counties within a line beginning in San Benito County at the
junction of Highway 25 and County Highway J1 near the town Pacines, south along
Highway 25 to La Gloria road, west along La Gloria road, La Gloria road becomes
Gloria road, west along Gloria road to Highway 101 near Gonzales, south along
Highway 101 to Highway 166 in San Luis Obispo County; east along Highway 166 to
Highway 33 at Maricopa in Kern County; north and west along Highway 33 to Highway
198 at Coalinga in Fresno County, north along Highway 33 to Interstate 5 in Fresno
County, north along Interstate 5 to Little Panoche road/County Highway J1, southwest
along Little Panoche road/County Highway J1 to the intersection of Little Panoche
road/County Highway J1 and Panoche road/County Highway J1 in San Benito County,
northwest along Panoche road/County Highway J1 to the point of beginning.




B)-(B) Special Conditions: All tagholders will be required to attend a mandatory
orientation. Tagholders will be notified of the time and location of the orientation meeting
upon receipt of their elk license tags.

(3) Bishop General Methods Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: In that portion of Inyo County beginning at the junction of Highway 395 and
Highway 6 in the town of Bishop; north and east along Highway 6 to the junction of
Silver Canyon Road; east along Silver Canyon Road to the White Mountain Road
(Forest Service Road 4S01); south along the White Mountain Road to Highway 168 at
Westgard Pass; south and west along Highway 168 to the junction of Highway 395;
north on Highway 395 to the point of beginning.

(4) Independence_General Methods Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: In that portion of Inyo County beginning at the junction of Highway 395 and
Aberdeen Station Road; east on Aberdeen Station Road to its terminus at the southern
boundary of Section 5, Township 11S, Range 35E; east along the southern boundary of
sections 5, 4, 3, and 2, Township 11S, Range 35E to the Papoose Flat Road at
Papoose Flat; south and east on Papoose Flat Road to Mazourka Canyon Road; south
and then West on Mazourka Canyon Road to nghway 395; west—aleng—@menA#aHey




5)3-{6}(5) Lone Pine General Methods Tule EIk Hunt:

(A) Area: In that portion of Inyo County beginning at the junction of Highway 395 and
Mazourka Canyon Road; east and then north on Mazourka Canyon Road to the Inyo
National Forest Boundary at the junction of the southern boundary of Township 12S and
the northern boundary of Township 13S; east along the southern boundary of Township
12S to Saline Valley Road; south on Saline Valley Road to Highway 190; north and then
southwest on Highway 190 to the junction of Highway 395 at Olancha; north on
Highway 395 to the point of beginning.




(63-4)-Tinemaha General Methods Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: In that portion of Inyo County beginning at the junction of Highway 395 and
Highway 168 in the town of Big Pine; north and east along Highway 168 to the junction
of the Death Valley Road; south and east along the Death Valley Road to the junction of
the Papoose Flat Road; south along the Papoose Flat Road to the southern boundary of
Section 2, Township 11S, Range 35E; west along the southern boundaries of sections
2, 3, 4 and 5 to the terminus of the Aberdeen Station Road in Section 5, Township 11S,
Range 35E; south and west along the Aberdeen Station Road to Highway 395; north
along Highway 395 to the point of beginning.

(73£8) West Tinemaha_General Methods Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: In that portion of Inyo County beginning at the junction of Highway 395 and
Highway 168 in the town of Big Pine; south along Highway 395 to the north junction of
Fish Springs Road; south along Fish Springs Road to the junction of Highway 395;
south along Highway 395 to Taboose Creek in Section 14, Township 11S, Range 34E;
west along Taboose Creek to the Inyo County line; north and west along the Inyo
County line to the intersection of Tinemaha Creek; east along Tinemaha Creek to the
intersection of McMurray Meadow Road; north on McMurray Meadow Road to the
intersection of Glacier Lodge Road; north and east on Glacier Lodge Road to Crocker
Avenue; east along Crocker Avenue to Highway 395; north along Highway 395 to the
point of beginning.

(8) Season:




(8}£9) Tinemaha Mountain General Methods Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: In that portion of Inyo County with a line beginning at the intersection of
Glacier Lodge Road (9S21) and McMurray Meadow Road (9S03); south on McMurray
Meadow Road to Tinemaha Creek; west along Tinemaha Creek to the Inyo County line;
north and west along the Inyo County line to the southeast corner of Section 23,
Township 10S, Range 32E; north along the eastern boundaries of sections 23, 14, 11,
2, Township 10S, Range 32E, and the eastern boundary of Section 36, Township 9S,
Range 32E to Glacier Lodge Road; east along Glacier Lodge Road to the beginning.

(8) Season:

(93-18) Whitney General Methods Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: In that portion of Inyo County with a line beginning at the intersection of
Highway 395 and Onion Valley Road; south on Highway 395 to the intersection of
Whitney Portal Road; west along Whitney Portal Road to the northern boundary of
Section 36, Township 15S, Range 34E; west along the northern boundary of sections
36, 35, 34 and 33 Township 15S, Range 34 E to the Inyo County Line; north along the
Inyo County Line to the intersection of Section 27 Township 13S, range 33E; east along
the southern boundary of sections 27, 26 and 25 Township 13S, Range 33E; north
along the eastern boundary of Section 25 Township 13S, Range 33E to the intersection
of Onion Valley Road; east along Onion Valley Road to the point of beginning.

(B) Season:
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(103-£11) Grizzly Island General Methods Tule Elk Hunt:
(A) Area: Those lands owned and managed by the Department of Fish and Game as
the Grlzzly Island Wlldllfe Area. Mhal—eeﬁmeféelan&eeun&qm%n&beqmnmq




_PeriodFive: 2 bull-tags. 2 spike bull " and lotl
B)-(B) Special Conditions: All tagholders will be required to attend a mandatory
orientation. Tagholders will be notified of the time and location of the orientation meeting
after receipt of their elk license tags.
(11)£22) Fort Hunter Liggett-Central-Coeast General Public General Methods Tule Elk
Hunt:

- T T Ficor
(A) Area: That portion of Monterey County lying within the exterior boundaries of Fort
Hunter Liggett, except as restricted by the Commanding Officer.
(B) Seasen:_Fort Hunter Liggett Special Conditions: See subsection 364(p).
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(12)3£13) East Park Reservoir_ General Methods Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: In those portions of Glenn and Colusa counties within a line beginning in
Glenn County at the junction of Interstate Highway 5 and Highway 162 at Willows; west
along Highway 162 (Highway 162 becomes Alder Springs Road) to the Glenn-
Mendocino County line; south along the Glenn-Mendocino County line to the Glenn-
Lake County line; east and then south along the Glenn-Lake County line to the Colusa-
Lake County line; west, and then southeast along the Colusa-Lake County line to Goat
Mountain Road; north and east along Goat Mountain Road to the Lodoga-Stonyford
Road; east along the Lodoga-Stonyford Road to the Sites-Lodoga Road at Lodoga; east
along the Sites-Lodoga Road to the Maxwell-Sites Road at Sites; east along the
Maxwell-Sites Road to Interstate Highway 5 at Maxwell; north along Interstate Highway

B)-(B) Special Conditions:

1. All tagholders will be required to attend a mandatory orientation. Tagholders will be
notified of the time and location of the orientation meeting after receipt of their elk
license tags.

2. Access to private land may be restricted or require payment of an access fee.

3. A Colusa County ordinance prohibits firearms on land administered by the USDI
Bureau of Reclamation in the vicinity of East Park Reservoir. A variance has been
requested to allow use of muzzleloaders (as defined in Section 353) on Bureau of
Reclamation land within the hunt zone.

(13)£14) San Luis Reservoir_General Methods Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: In those portions of Merced, Fresno, San Benito, and Santa Clara counties
within a line beginning in Merced County at the junction of Highway 152 and Interstate 5
near the town of Santa Nella, west along Highway 152 to Highway 156 in Santa Clara
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County, southwest along Highway 156 to Highway 25 near the town of Hollister in San
Benito County, south along Highway 25 to the town of Paicine, south and east along J1
to Little Panoche Road, North and east along Little Panoche Road to Interstate 5 in
Fresno County, north anng Interstate 5 to the point of beglnnlng

(14)-£15) Bear Valley General Methods Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: in those portions of Colusa, Lake, and Yolo counties within a line beginning in
Colusa County at the junction of Interstate Highway 5 and Maxwell Sites Road at
Maxwell; west along Maxwell Sites Road to the Sites Lodoga Road; west along the
Sites Lodoga Road to Lodoga Stonyford Road; west along Lodoga Stonyford Road to
Goat Mountain Road; west and south along Goat Mountain Road to the Colusa-Lake
County line; south and west along the Colusa-Lake County line to Forest Route M5;
south along Forest Route M5 to Bartlett Springs Road; east along Bartlett Springs Road
to Highway 20; east on Highway 20 to the fork of Cache Creek; north on the north fork
of Cache Creek to Indian Valley Reservoir to Walker Ridge-Indian Valley Reservoir
Access Road; east on Walker Ridge-Indian Valley Reservoir Access Road to Walker
Ridge Road; south on Walker Ridge Road to Highway 20; east on Highway 20 to
Highway 16; south on Highway 16 to Rayhouse Road; south and west on Rayhouse
Road to the Yolo-Napa County line; east and south along the Yolo-Napa County line to
Road 8053; east on Road 8053 to County Road 78A; east on County Road 78A to
Highway 16; east on Highway 16 to Route E4 at Capay; north and east on Route E4 to
Interstate nghway 5; north on Interstate Highway 5 to the pomt of beginning.

(15)-£16) Lake Pillsbury General Methods Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: in those portions of Lake County within a line beginning at the junction of the
Glenn-Lake County line and the Mendocino County line; south and west along the
Mendocino-Lake County line to Highway 20; southeast on Highway 20 to the
intersection of Bartlett Springs Road; north and east along Bartlett Springs Road to the
intersection of Forest Route M5; northwest on Forest Route M5 to the Colusa-Lake
County Line; northwest and east on the Colusa-Lake County Line to the junction of the
Glenn-Colusa County Line and the Lake-Glenn County Line; north and west on the
Lake-Glenn County Line to the point of beginning.

(16)1L7) Santa Clara General Methods Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: Those portions of Merced, Santa Clara, and Stanislaus Counties within the
following line: beginning at the intersection of the Interstate 5 and the San
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Joaquin/Stanislaus County line; southeast along Interstate 5 to the intersection of
Highway 152; west along Highway 152 to the intersection of Highway 101 near the town
of Gilroy; north along Highway 101 to the intersection of Interstate 680 near San Jose;
north along Interstate 680 to the intersection of the Alameda/Santa Clara County line;
east along the Alameda/Santa Clara County line to the intersection of the San Joaquin,
Stanislaus, Alameda, Santa Clara County lines; northeast along the San
Joaqum/StanlsIaus County line to the p0|nt of beginning.

(17) (48} Alameda General Methods Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: Those portions of Alameda and San Joaquin Counties within the following
line: beginning at the intersection of the Interstate 5 and the San Joaquin/Stanislaus
County line; southwest along the San Joaquin/Stanislaus County line to the intersection
of the San Joaquin, Stanislaus, Alameda, Santa Clara County lines; west along the
Alameda/Santa Clara County Line to the intersection of Interstate 680; north along
Interstate 680 to the intersection of Interstate 580; east and south along Interstate 580
to the mtersectlon of Interstate 5; south along Interstate 5 to the point of beglnnlng

H-2(1) Marble Mountains_North General Methods Roosevelt EIk Apprentice Elk-Hunt:
(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in subsection 364(a}X6}A)

364(a)(43)(A).
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B)-(B) Special Conditions: Only persons possessing valid junior hunting licenses may
apply for Apprentice Hunt license tags. Apprentice Hunt tagholders shall be
accompanied by a nonhunting, licensed adult chaperon 18 years of age or older while
hunting.

(2)£4) Northeastern California General Methods Rocky Mountain EIk Apprentice-Elk
Hunt:
(A) Area: The tag shaII be valld in the area described in subsectlon 364(b)(1)(A)

B)-(B) Special Conditions: Only persons possessing valid junior hunting licenses may
apply for Apprentice Hunt License tags. Apprentice Hunt tagholders shall be
accompanied by a nonhunting, licensed adult chaperon 18 years of age or older while
hunting.

(31£5) Cache Creek General Methods Tule Elk Apprentice Hunt:

(A) Area: The tag shaII be valld in the area described in subsectlon 364(d)(1)(A)

2-1. Only persons possessing valid junior hunting licenses may apply for Apprentice
Hunt license tags. Apprentice Hunt tagholders shall be accompanied by a nonhunting,
licensed adult chaperon 18 years of age or older while hunting.

(4)£6) La Panza_General Methods Tule EIk_Apprentice Hunt:

(A) Area: The tag shall be valld in the area described in subsectlon 364(d)(2)(A)

(D)—(_)_Spemal Conditions:

1. All tagholders will be required to attend a mandatory orientation. Tagholders will be
notified of the time and location of the orientation meeting after receipt of their elk
license tags.

2. Only persons possessing valid junior hunting licenses may apply for Apprentice Hunt
license tags. Apprentice Hunter tagholders shall be accompanied by a nonhunting,
licensed adult chaperon 18 years of age or older while hunting.

(5)3#) Bishop General Methods Tule Elk Apprentice Hunt:
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(A) Area: The tag shall be valld in the area descrlbed in subsectlon 364(d)(3)(A)

QD)—(_)_Spemal Conditions: Only persons possessmg valld junlor hunting Ilcenses may
apply for Apprentice Hunt license tags. Apprentice Hunt tagholders shall be
accompanied by a nonhunting, licensed adult chaperon 18 years of age or older while
hunting.

(6)£8) Grizzly Island_General Methods Tule Elk Apprentice Hunt:

(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in subsection 364(d)(10)(A}

B)-(B) Special Conditions:

1. All tagholders will be required to attend a mandatory orientation. Tagholders will be
notified of the time and location of the orientation meeting after receipt of their elk
license tags.

2. Only persons possessing valid junior hunting licenses may apply for Apprentice Hunt
license tags. Apprentice Hunt tagholders shall be accompanied by a nonhunting,
licensed adult chaperon 18 years of age or older while hunting.

(7) £9)-Fort Hunter Liggett Central- Coeast-General Methods General Public Tule Elk
Apprentice Hunt:

(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in subsection 364(d)(11)(A}
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3-(C) Only persons possessing valid junior hunting licenses may apply for Apprentice
Hunt license tags. Apprentice Hunt tagholders shall be accompanied by a nonhunting,
licensed adult chaperon 18 years of age or older while huntlng

(f) Department Administered Archery Only Elk Hunts:
(1) Northeastern California Recky-Meuntain Archery Only Rocky Mountain Elk Hunt:
(A) Area: The tag shaII be valld in the area described in subsectlon 364(b)(1)(A)

{E)-(B) Special Conditions: Elk may be taken with Archery Equipment only as specified
in Section 354.

(2) Owens Valley Multiple Zone Fule-Elk Archery Only Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in areas described in subsections 364(d)(3)(A),

(d)(4)(A) and (d)(5)(A)—€d%8}€A)—&Hd-€d}€9}€A)

B)-(B) Special Conditions: EIk may be taken with Archery Equipment only as specified
in Section 354.

3)£4(3) Lone Pine Fule-Elk Archery Only Tule Elk Hunt:
(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in subsection 364(d)(5)(A}

QD)—(_)_Spemal Conditions: Elk may be taken Wlth Archery Equment onIy as specified
in Section 354.

(43£5) Tinemaha Fule-Etk Archery Only Tule EIk Hunt:

(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in subsection 364(d)(6)(A}

AN D a

QD)—(_)_Spemal Conditions: Elk may be taken Wlth Archery Equipment onIy as specified
in Section 354.
(53£6) Whitney Fule-Elk Archery Only Tule EIK Hunt:
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(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in subsection 364(d)(9)(A}

D N a a

QE)—(_)_SpemaI Conditions: Elk may be taken with Archery Equment onIy as specified
in Section 354.

(6) £A-Fort Hunter Liggett Central-Ceast-General Public Fale-Elk Archery Only Tule EIk
Hunt:

(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in subsection 364(d)(11)(A}

364{eH(I2HA).
(B) Seasen— SpeC|aI Condltlons See subsectlon 364(p)

(g) Department Administered Muzzleloader Only Elk Hunts:
(1) Bishop Fule-ElkHunt Muzzleloader Only Tule Elk-Hunt:
(A) Area: The tag shall be valld in the area described in subsectlon 364(d)(3)(A)

QD)—(_)_Spemal Conditions: Elk may be taken Wlth muzzleloader equment only as
specified in Section 353.

(2) Independence Fule-Elk Muzzleloader Only Tule EIk Hunt:

(A) Area: The tag shall be valld in the area described in subsectlon 364(d)(4)(A)




B)-(B) Special Conditions: Elk may be taken with muzzleloader equipment only as
extend specified in Section 353.

3){4)-Fort Hunter Liggett Central- Coast-General Public Fule-Elk Muzzleloader Only
Tule EIk Hunt:

(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in subsection 364(d)(11)(A}
364(@&2%0‘%).

(B) H
Nevember—and—eenﬂnbe—ﬁepg—eenseeum;e—days— SpeC|aI Condltlons See subsectlon
364(p).

av¥a A----

(h) Department Administered Muzzleloader/Archery Only Elk Hunts:
(1) Siskiyeu-Marble Mountains ReeseveltElk Muzzleloader/Archery Only Roosevelt Elk
Hunt:.

(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in subsection 364(a}X6}A)
364(a)(43)(A).

B)-(B) Special Conditions: Elk may be taken with archery or muzzleloader equipment
only as speC|f|ed |n Sections 353 and 354.




() Fund Raising Elk Fags Hunts.
(1) Multi-zone Fund Raising-LicerseFag EIk Hunt.
(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the areas described in subsections 364(a)(1)(A),

(@RUAL @)B)A), EALLEIEUA(HBKA): (b)L)(A), and (D)(A).

(2) Grizzly Island Fund Raising License—Fag Tule EIK Hunt.

(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in subsection 364(d)(10)(A}
364(@'%&1%“&

(B)
eenseeuﬂve—days—w&h—advanee SpeC|aI Conditions: Advance reservatlons requwed by
contacting the Grizzly Island Wildlife Area by telephone at (707) 425-3828.

(&) Number-of License TFags:-1-bul-tag-

(3) Owens Valley Fund Raising License-Fag Tule Elk Hunt.

(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in areas described in subsections 364(d)(3)(A),

(d)(4)(A) (d)(5)(A) (d)(6)(A) (d)(7)(A) (d)(8)(A) and (d)(9)(A)—&Hd—€d%19%A)

() Military Only EIk Fags Hunts. These hunts are sponsored and tag quotas are set by
the Department. The tags are assigned and the hunts are administered by the
Department of Defense:

(1) Fort Hunter Liggett Military Only General Methods Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area The tag shall be valld in the area descrlbed in subsectlon 364(d)(11)(A) Ihat




(2) Fort Hunter Liggett Military Only General Methods Tule Elk Apprentice Fule-Elk
Hunt:

(A) Area —The tag shall be valld in the area descrlbed in subsectlon 364(d)(11)(A) That

(B) S

5—(_)_Only persons possessmg valid junior huntlng licenses may apply for Apprentlce
Hunt license tags. Apprentice Hunt tagholders shall be accompanied by a nonhunting,
licensed adult chaperon 18 years of age or older while hunting.

(3) Fort Hunter Liggett Military Only Archery Only Tule Elk Hunt:
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(A) Area The tag shall be valld in the area descrlbed in subsectlon 364(d)(11)(A) Ihat

(4) Fort Hunter Liggett Military Only Muzzleloader Only Tule Elk Hunt:
(A) Area The tag shall be valld in the area descrlbed in subsectlon 364(d)(11)(A) That

(B)
364(p).




(k) Bag and Possessmn Limit: Each elk tag is valld only for one elk per season and only

in the hunt area drawn Ham—areas—are—deseﬂbed—m—subseenens%@%—@)—(e)—@—ee)—

()] Deflnltlons

(1) Bull elk: Any elk having an antler or antlers at least four inches in length as
measured from the top of the skull.

(2) Spike bull: A bull elk having no more than one point on each antler. An antler point is
a projection of the antler at least one inch long and longer than the width of its base.

(3) Antlerless elk: Any elk, with the exception of spotted calves, with antlers less than
four inches in length as measured from the top of the skull.

(4) Either-sex elk: For the purposes of these regulations, either-sex is defined as bull

elk,-as-deseribed-in-subsection-364()(1); spike elk, or antlerless elk-as-deseribed-in

subsection 364(1)(3).
(m) Method of Take: Only methods for taking elk as defined in Sections 353 and 354

may be used.

{e)-(n) Tagholder Responsibilities:

(1) No tagholder shall take or possess any elk or parts thereof governed by the
regulations except herein provided.

(2) The department reserves the right to use any part of the tagholder's elk for biological
analysis as long as the amount of edible meat is not appreciably decreased.

(3) Any person taking an elk which has a collar or other marking device attached to it
shall provide the department with such marking device within 10 days of taking the elk.
p)-(0) The use of dogs to take or attempt to take elk is prohibited.

(p) Fort Hunter Liggett Special Conditions:

(1) All tagholders hunting within the exterior boundaries of Fort Hunter Liggett will be
required to attend a mandatory hunter orientation. Tagholders will be notified of the time
and location of the orientation meeting upon receipt of their elk license tags.

(2) Tagholders hunting within the exterior boundaries of Fort Hunter Liggett shall be
required to purchase an annual hunting pass available from Fort Hunter Liggett.

(3) All successful tagholders hunting within the exterior boundaries of Fort Hunter will be
required to have their tags validated on Fort Hunter Liggett prior to leaving.

(4) Due to military operations and training, the specified season dates within the exterior
boundaries of Fort Hunter Liggett are subject to further restriction, cancellation, or may
be rescheduled, between August 1 and January 31, by the Commanding Officer.
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[Proposed 2016 Elk Tag Allocations are shown in ranges]

[un

Hunt

2. . .
= 3. Either- 4. Spike
1. Bull Tags | Antlerless Sex Tads Tags
Tags =€X 1ags 1ags
5. Season

(r) Department Administered General Methods Roosevelt Elk Hunts

A

Fo-401

Fo-404

1)A)

Siskiyou

[0-30]

[0-30]

Shall open on the Wednesday preceding the second

Saturday in September and continue for 12
consecutive days.

(2)(A)

Northwestern

[0-15]

[0-10]

[0-10]

Shall open on the first Wednesday in September and

continue for 23 consecutive

(3)(A)

Marble Mountains

[0-70 ]

[0-30]

days.

Shall open on the Wednesday preceding the second

Saturday in September and continue for 12
consecutive days.

25




2

1. Bull Tags Antlerless g.esi:[rhaer; 4-Tipi;<e
& Hunt Tags =€X 1ags Tags
5. Season
fo-2601 f0-501 [0-101
Humbeldt
G | Period 1 Shall-open-on-September1l-and-continuefor20
comsnendiare o
fo-2601 f0-501 [0-101
B3 Period 2 _
Shall-open-on-October 1 and-continuefor 20
comsnendiare o
) Period-3 fo-204 £6-564 fo-164
Shall-epen-on-November-1-and-continuefor 20
comsnendiar o
B} Period-4 Fo-204 £0-501 fo-104
Shall open-on-December1and continue for 20
consecutive days-
fo-261 fo-501 [o-101
& Period 5 _
Shall open-on-January-1 and continue for 20
consecutive days-
A | Neorth |
Rt = e s e s S e
po-101 f0-40+
6B) Period2 |
Shall-epen-onthe last Saturday-in-Septemberand
£e-54 fo-151
Shall open-onthe first Wednesday-inNovember-and
5)A) | South - e S s
continuefor 12 consecutive-days:
) Period-2 [0-101 [0-40]
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2

1. Bull Tags | Antlerless | >-Either- | 4. Sopike

Sex Tags Tags

8 unt Tags
5. Season

Shallopen-on-the first Wednesday-in-Novemberand

(s) Department Administered General Methods Rocky Mountain Elk Hunts

Northeastern [0-30] [0-10]

A)(A) California | The season shall open on the Wednesday preceding
the third Saturday in September and continue for 12

consecutive days
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lun

2.
1. Bull Tags | Antlerless
Tags

3. Either- 4. Spike
Sex Tags Tags

5. Season

Fo-464

B3

(t) Department Administered Gen

eral Methods Roosevelt/Tule Elk Hunts

(1)(A)

Mendocino

[0-4] [0-4]

The season shall open on the Wednesday preceding
the fourth Saturday in September and continue for 12

consecutive days.

(u) Department Administered General Methods Tule Elk Hunts

-104
1A Cache Creek 0
(1)(A) Bull | The Bull season shall open on the second Saturday in
October and continue for 16 consecutive days.
0-1041]
(B) Antlerless | The Antlerless season shall open on the third

Saturday in October and continue for 16 consecutive

days.
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lun

1. Bull Tags

2.
Antlerless

Tags

3. Either-
Sex Tags

5. Season

(2)(A)

La Panza

0-2012

0-3010]

Period 1

Shall open on

the second Saturday in October and

extend for 23

consecutive days

Period 2

o

-2012

0-3012]

Shall open on

the second Saturday in November and

extend for 23

consecutive days.

(3)(A)

Bishop

0-10

:
:

0-30

Period 3

Shall open on

the third Satu

rday in October and

extend for 9 consecutive days.

Period 4

0-10

:
:

0-30

Shall open on

the first Saturday in November and

extend for 9 consecutive days.

Period 5

0-10

:
:

0-30

Shall open on the first Saturday in December and

continue for 9 consecutive days.

(4)(A)

Independence

0-10

:
:

0-30

Period 2

Shall open on

the first Saturday in October and

extend for 9 consecutive days.

Period 3

0-10

:
:

0-30

Shall open on

the third Satu

rday in October and

extend for 9 consecutive days.

Period 4

0-10

:
:

0-30

Shall open on

the first Saturday in November and

extend for 9 consecutive days.

Period 5

0-10

:
:

0-30

Shall open on the first Saturday in December and

continue for 9 consecutive days.

:

N




lun

1. Bull Tags

2

Antlerless 3. Either-

Sex Tags

Tags

5. Season

Lone Pine

[0-10]

[0-30]

Period 2

Shall open on

the first Saturday in October and

extend for 9 consecutive days.

Period 3

[0-10]

[0-30]

Shall open on

the third Saturday in October and

extend for 9 consecutive days.

Period 4

[0-10]

[0-30]

Shall open on

the first Saturday in November and

extend for 9 consecutive days.

Period 5

[0-10]

[0-30]

Shall open on

the first Saturday in December and

continue for 9

consecutive days.

Tinemaha

[0-10]

[0-30]

Period 2

Shall open on

the first Saturday in October and

extend for 9 consecutive days.




lun

1. Bull Tags

2.
Antlerless

Tags

3. Either-
Sex Tags

5. Season

Period 3

0-10

:
:

0-30

Shall open on the third Saturday in October and

extend for 9 consecutive days.

Period 4

0-10

:
:

0-30

Shall open on the first Saturday in November and

extend for 9 consecutive days.

Period 5

0-10

:
:

0-30

Shall open on the first Saturday in December and

continue for 9 consecutive days.

West Tinemaha

0-10

:
:

0-30

Period 1

Shall open on the second S

aturday in September and

extend for 16

consecutive d

ays.

Period 2

0-10

:
:

0-30

Shall open on the first Saturday in October and

extend for 9 consecutive days.

Period 3

0-10

:
:

0-30

Shall open on the third Saturday in October and

extend for 9 consecutive days.

Period 4

0-10

:
:

0-30

Shall open on the first Saturday in November and

extend for 9 consecutive days.

Period 5

0-10

:
:

0-30

Shall open on the first Saturday in December and

continue for 9 consecutive days.

Tinemaha Mountain

[0-8]

Period 1

Shall open on the second S

aturday in September and

extend for 16

consecutive d

ays.

Period 2

[0-8]




lun

2.
Antlerless
Tags

3. Either-
Sex Tags Tags

1. Bull Tags

5. Season

Shall open on the first Saturday in October and
extend for 9 consecutive days.

Period 3

[0-8]

Shall open on the third Saturday in October and
extend for 9 consecutive days

Period 4

[0-8]

Shall open on the first Saturday in November and
extend for 9 consecutive days.

Period 5

[0-8]

Shall open on the first Saturday in December and
continue for 9 consecutive days.

Whitney

[0-4] [0-10]

Period 2

Shall open on the first Saturday in October and

extend for 9 consecutive days.

Period 3

[0-4] [0-10]

Shall open on the third Saturday in October and
extend for 9 consecutive days

Period 4

[0-4] [0-10]

Shall open on the first Saturday in November and
extend for 9 consecutive days.

Period 5

[0-4] [0-10]

Shall open on the first Saturday in December and
continue for 9 consecutive days.

Grizzly Island
Period 1

[0-3] [0-12] 0-106]

Shall open on the second Tuesday after the first

Saturday in August and continue for 4 consecutive

days.

_Period 2

[0-3] [0-12] 0-106]

Shall open on the first Thursday following the opening

of period one and continue for 4 consecutive days.
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2

1. Bull Tags | Antlerless g.e)lfl_trhaer; 4.Tip|;<e
8 unt Tags =€x 1a0s ~ags
5. Season
[0-3] [0-12] 0-166]
€ Pericd 3 Shall open on the first Tuesday following the opening
of period two and continue for 4 consecutive days
[0-3] [0-12] 0-166]
(D) Period 4 Shall open on the first Thursday following the opening
of period three and continue for 4 consecutive days.
[0-3] [0-12] 0-106]
(E) Period 5 Shall open on the first Tuesday following the opening
of period four and continue for 4 consecutive days
[0-3] [0-12] 0-106]
() Perlod 6 Shall open on the first Thursday following the opening
of period five and continue for 4 consecutive days.
[0-3] [0-12] 0-106]
@ Perlod 7 Shall open on the first Tuesday following the opening
of period six and continue for 4 consecutive days
[0-3] [0-12] 0-106
(H) Period 8 Shall open on the first Thursday following the opening
of period seven and continue for 4 consecutive days.
[0-3] [0-12] 0-106
@ Pericd 9 Shall open on the first Tuesday following the opening
of period eight and continue for 4 consecutive days.
[0-3] [0-12] 0-106
&) Period 10 Shall open on the first Thursday following the opening
of period nine and continue for 4 consecutive days.
[0-3] [0-12] 0-106]
(K) Period 11 Shall open on the first Tuesday following the opening
of period ten and continue for 4 consecutive days.
(L) Period 12 [0-3] [0-12] 0-106]
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2.
Antlerless
Tags

3. Either-
Sex Tags

1. Bull Tags

5. Season

Shall open on the first Thursday following the opening
of period eleven and continue for 4 consecutive days.

Period 13

[0-3] [0-12] 0-106

Shall open on the first Tuesday following the opening
of period twelve and continue for 4 consecutive days.

Fort Hunter Liggett
General Public
Period 1

[0-14] [0-16 ]

Shall open on the first Thursday in November and
continue for 9 consecutive days.

Period 2

[0-14] [0-16]

Shall open November 22 and continue for 9
consecutive days.

Period 3

[0-14 ] [0-14]

Shall open on the third Saturday in December and
continue for 16 consecutive days.

(12)(A)

East Park Reservoir

[0-64] 0-208]

Shall open the first Saturday in September and
continue for 27 consecutive days.

13)(A

San Luis Reservoir

[0-10] [0-10] [0-10]

Shall open on the first Saturday in October and
continue for 23 consecutive days.

pod64 | pe2604 | B304
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2.
Antlerless
Tags

3. Either-
Sex Tags Tags

1. Bull Tags

5. Season

(14)(A)

Bear Valley

0-164 0-102

Shall open on the second Saturday in October and
continue for 9 consecutive days.

15)(A

Lake Pillsbury
Period 1

[0-4]

Shall open on the Wednesday preceding the second
Saturday in September and continue for 10

consecutive days.

Period 2

[0-4]

Shall open Monday following the fourth Saturday in
September and continue for 10 consecutive days.

Santa Clara

0-154 {626}

Shall open on the second Saturday in October and
continue for 16 consecutive days.

Alameda

[o4] | {026}

Shall open on the second Saturday in October and

continue for 16 consecutive days.

pods4 | (o404

Shallopenonthe second Saturday-in Novemberand
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2.
Antlerless
Tags

3. Either-
Sex Tags

1. Bull Tags

5. Season

£0-204

<)

deded 2

(v) Depa

rtment Administered Apprentice Hunts

A

ioki
General-Methods
Roosevelt Elk

Apprentice

Fo-24

Shallopenonthe second Saturday-in-Septemberand

(1)(A)

Marble Mountain
General Methods
Roosevelt Elk

Apprentice

[0-4]

Shall open on the Wednesday preceding the second
Saturday in September and continue for 12

consecutive days.
fo-41

Shallopenonthe second Saturday-in-Septemberand

Fo-44

Shallopenonthe second Saturdayin Septemberand

A
(2)(A)

Northeast California
General Methods
Rocky Mountain Elk

Apprentice

[0-4]

Shall open on the Wednesday preceding the third
Saturday in September and continue for 12
consecutive days
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2. . .
1. Bull Tags | Antlerless g.e)lfl_trhaer; 4.Tip|;<e
8 Hunt Tags =€x 1a0s ~ags
5. Season
Cache Creek i i
(BYA) General Methods [0-2] [0-2]
(3)(A) Tule EIk | Shall open on the second Saturday in October and
Apprentice | continue for 16 consecutive days.
La Panza ) )
(BYA) General Methods [0-2] [0-2]
(4)(A) Tule EIk | Shall open on the second Saturday in October and
Apprentice | extend for 23 consecutive days.
Bishop
General Methods [010] [0-30]
PN, Tule Elk . .
(5)(A) Apprentice Shtall S?engon the flrstt_ Sa(tjurdav in October and
_Qp—Period > | extend for 9 consecutive days.
Grizzly Island
General Methods [0-4] [0-4]
(GE}{A} Tule Elk | Shall open on the second Tuesday after the first
(6)A) Apprentice | Saturday in August and continue for 4 consecutive
Period 1 | days
[0-4] [0-4]
(B) Period 2 Shall open on the first Thursday following the opening
of period one and continue for 4 consecutive days.
[0-4] [0-4]
€ Period 3 Shall open on the first Tuesday following the opening
of period two and continue for 4 consecutive days.
[0-4] [0-4]
(D) Period 4 Shall open on the first Thursday following the opening
of period three and continue for 4 consecutive days.
Fort Hunter Liggett [0-2] [0-8]
(A General Public
(N)(A) General Methods | Shall open on the third Saturday in December and

Apprentice

continue for 16 consecutive days.

(w) Department Administered Archery Only Hunts

(1)(A)

Northeast California

fo-104

fo-1061

[0-20]

Archery Only

Shall open on the Wednesday preceding the first

Saturday in September and continue for 12
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2. . .
1. Bull Tags | Antlerless g.es_trhaer; 4.Tip|;<e
5 unt Taas =€eXx lags 1ags
5. Season
consecutive days.
Owens Valley Multiple [0-10] S ——
(2)(A) Zone Shall open on the second Saturday in August and
Archery Only ,
extend for 9 consecutive days.
Goodale | [0-10] fo-101
XA Archery Only Shallopen-onthe second Saturdayin-September
Period-1 :
— | ahd-extendfor16-consecutive-days-
Lone Pine [0-10] [0-30]
(A Archery Only .
(3)(A) : Shall open on the second Saturday in September and
Period 1 -
— | extend for 16 consecutive days.
Tinemaha [0-10] [0-30]
SR, Archery Only -
(4)(A) . Shall open on the second Saturday in September and
Period 1 -
— | extend for 16 consecutive days.
Whitney [0-10] [0-30]
(6)tA9) Archery Only -
(5)(A) : Shall open on the second Saturday in September and
Period 1 -
— | extend for 16 consecutive days.
Fort Hunter Liggett [0-10]
e General Public
(6)(A) Archery Only | Shall open on the last Wednesday in July and
Either Sex | continue for 9 consecutive days
Fort Hunter Liggett )
) General Public [0-10]
Archery Only | Shall open on the last Wednesday in September and
Antlerless | continue for 9 consecutive days
(x) Department Administered Muzzleloader Only Tule Elk Hunts
Bishop [0-10] [0-30]
(1)(A) Muzzleloader _Onlv Shall open on the second Saturday in September and
Period 1 -
— | extend for 16 consecutive days.
2)(A) Independence [0-10] [0-10]

Muzzleloader Only




2.
1. Bull Tags | Antlerless
Hunt Tags

3. Either- 4. Spike
Sex Tags Tags

lun

5. Season

Period 1 | Shall open on the second Saturday in September and
extend for 16 consecutive days.

Goodale
=2000dL 0-10 0-10
(3)(A) Muzzleloader Only [0-10] [0-10]

Period 1 | Shall open on the second Saturday in September and
extend for 16 consecutive days.

Fort Hunter Liggett [0-6] {0-10]

(4)(A) General Public
Muzzleloader Only

Shall open on the second Saturday in October and
continue for 12 consecutive days.

(V) Department Administered Muzzleloader/Archery Only Hunts

Marble Mountain [0-20]
(1)(A) | Muzzleloader/Archery

Roosevelt EIK Shall open on_ the last Saturday in October and extend
= | or 9 consecutive days.

o (0201

BHB) Muzzleloader/Archery -
Roosevelt Elk Shatl-open-onthe last Wednesday in-Augustand

(z) Fund Raising Elk Tags
Multi-zone
(1)(A) Fund Raising Tags 1
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2.
Antlerless
Tags

3. Either-
Sex Tags

1. Bull Tags

5. Season

Shallopen-onthe second Saturday-in-Augustand
continue for 90-consecutive days

Siskiyou and Marble Mountains Roosevelt EIK Season
shall open on the Wednesday preceding the first
Saturday in September and continue for 19
consecutive days.

Northwestern Roosevelt EIk Season shall open on the
last Wednesday in August and continue for 30
consecutive days.

Northeastern Rocky Mountain Elk Season shall open
on the Wednesday preceding the last Saturday in

August and continue for 33 consecutive days.
La Panza Tule Elk Season shall open on the first

Saturday in October and extend for 65 consecutive
days.

(2)(A)

Grizzly Island

1

Fund Raising Tags

Shall open on the first Saturday in August and

continue for 30 consecutive days.

(3)(A)

Owens Valley

1

Fund Raising Tags

Shall open on the last Saturday in July and extend for

30 consecutive days.

(aa) Milit

ary Only Tule Elk Hunts

1)(A)

Fort Hunter Liggett
Military Only

[0-2] [0-2]

The early season shall open on the second Monday in

General Methods

Auqust and continue for 5 consecutive days and

Early Season

reopen on the fourth Monday in August and continue

for 5 consecutive days.

Period 1

[0-16]

Shall open on the first Thursday in November and
continue for 9 consecutive days.

Period 2

[0-14]

Shall open November 22 and continue for 9
consecutive days.
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1. Bull Tags | Antlerless g.es_trhaer; 4.Tip|;<e
8 unt Tags =€x 1ags -ads
5. Season
[0-14]
(D) Period 3 Shall open on the third Saturday in December and
continue for 16 consecutive days
Fort Hunter Liggett
Military Only | [ 9-2] [0-8]
2)(A | Meth . .
(2)(A) GeneraA ?en?ig: Shall open on the third Saturday in December and
Apprentice continue for 16 consecutive days.
Fort Hunter Liggett )
3)(A Military Only [0-6]
B)A) Archery Only | Shall open on the last Wednesday in July and
Either sex | continue for 9 consecutive days
[0-10]
(B) Antlerless Shall open on the last Wednesday in September and
continue for 9 consecutive days.
Fort Hunter Liggett )
4B Military Only [0-6]
(4)(B) Muzzleloader Only | Shall open on the second Saturday in October and
continue for 12 consecutive days.
Camp-Roberts [0-101 [0-201
BYA) Military-Only
; | Method - -
Period 1 Sl'al.l eee;n on-the third S.ath"dl 2y '." Septemberand
o104 fo-201
B8) Period 2 .
Shall open-onthe second-Saturday-in-Nevember
o104 fo-201
<) Peried3

Note: Authority cited: Sections 200, 202, 203, 332 and 1050, Fish and Game Code.
Reference: Sections 203;-203-1; 332,13 and 1050, Fish and Game Code.
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FISH AND GAME COMMISSION
INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR REGULATORY ACTION
(Pre-Publication of Notice Statement)

Amend Section 364.1
Title 14, California Code of Regulations (CCR)
Re: SHARE Elk Hunts

Date of Initial Statement of Reasons: October 12, 2015
February 11, 2017 (Amended)

Dates and Locations of Scheduled Hearings:

(@) Notice Hearing: Date: December 10, 2015
Location: San Diego, CA

(b) Discussion Hearing: Date: February 11, 2016
Location: Sacramento, CA

(c) Adoption Hearing: Date: April 14, 2016
Location: Santa Rosa, CA

Description of Regulatory Action:

(a) Statement of Specific Purpose of Regulation Change and Factual Basis for
Determining that Regulation Change is Reasonably Necessary:

1. ltis necessary for the Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) to improve
the hunting regqulations and make them more user-friendly.

Section 364.1, SHARE Elk Hunts, is proposed to be amended in conjunction
with the amendments to Section 364, ElIk. This is necessary because of the
addition of new hunt zones, zone splitting, zone boundary modifications, and
tag quota modifications in the amended 364 regulations. The SHARE private
property elk hunts correspond with elk hunts identified in 364. These
regulations authorize SHARE elk hunts with separate seasons and tag quotas.
Tag issuance will be through the SHARE program utilizing the department’s
existing tag distribution procedures.

Current subsection 364.1(c) contains a Table setting forth the hunt tag quotas.
CDFW proposes to move the area descriptions (in the same order and number
as provided in Section 364) to the table. For example, part of the current
regulation in subsection 364(a) reads as follows:

“g§ 364.1. SHARE EIK Hunts.
(a) Department Administered Shared Habitat Alliance for Recreational

=



Enhancement (SHARE) Elk Hunts:
(1) Siskiyou Roosevelt Elk SHARE Hunt:

(A) Area: Within the boundaries identified in Section 364(a)(1)(A). Individual
property boundaries will be identified in the SHARE application package.”

The Table will be formatted in the same order as the hunts described in Section

364 and the Areas will be placed in the amended Table as shown in the

example below:

8 364.1. SHARE: Department Administered Shared Habitat Alliance for Recreational

Enhancement Elk Hunts

1 Bull Tags 2. Antlerless | 3. Either-Sex 4. Spike
§ Hunt (A) Tag Quota ' 9 Tags Tags Tags
(B) Area
(i) Department Administered SHARE Roosevelt Elk Hunts
10 10

1)

Siskiyou | (B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in
subsection 364(a)(1)(A).

The complete Table and text is found in the attached amended Regulatory Text

of Section 364.1.

2. Number of Tags.

In order to achieve appropriate harvest levels and maintain hunting quality it is
necessary to annually adjust quotas (total number of tags) in response to
dynamic environmental and biological conditions. Department regulations
specify elk license tag quotas for each hunt in accordance with management
goals and objectives. The proposed amendments will modify Section 364.1,
adding a new subsection (a) to include a Table which specifies the number of
elk tags in each hunt area for the 2016 season. However, the amendments to
Section 364.1 will begin with a range of tags (expressed as [ O - 40 ], etc.) since
the final recommendations for quotas cannot be determined until winter survey

data and harvest results are analyzed.

The final number of tags will be recommended to the Commission at the
adoption hearing in April 2016, based upon the completion of winter elk surveys

and resulting data analysis.

(b) Authority and Reference:

Authority: Fish and Game Code sections 200, 202, 203, 332 and 1050.
Reference: Fish and Game Code sections 203, 203.1, 332, 713, and 1050.

(c) Specific Technology or Equipment Required by Regulatory Change: None.

(d) Identification of Reports or Documents Supporting Regulation Change:

N




: ) I ; I .
Final Environmental Document Regarding Elk Hunting dated April 21, 2010

(e) Public Discussions of Proposed Regulations Prior to Notice Publication:

A public discussion was held at the Fish and Game Commission’s Wildlife
Resources Committee meeting held on September 9, 2015 in Fresno,
California.

IV. Description of Reasonable Alternatives to Regulatory Action:

(@)

(b)

(©)

Alternatives to Regulation Change:

No alternatives were identified. Elk tag quotas must be adjusted periodically
in response to a variety of environmental and biological conditions including
forage availability, population structure, and overwinter survival rates. EIk
populations have increased and landowner conflicts have also escalated in
several areas. Adjusting tag quotas provides for appropriate harvest levels
within the zones.

Failure to adjust SHARE hunt areas in Section 364.1 to correspond with elk
hunts in Section 364 would create inconsistency in regulation regarding both
zone boundaries and tag ranges.

No Change Alternative:

The no change alternative was considered and rejected because Section
364.1 must correspond with the elk hunts described in amended Section 364;
not doing so would create confusion in both zone boundaries and tag ranges.

Consideration of Alternatives:

In view of information currently possessed, no reasonable alternative
considered would be more effective in carrying out the purpose for which the
regulation is proposed, would be as effective and less burdensome to
affected private persons than the proposed regulation, or would be more cost
effective to affected private persons and equally effective in implementing the
statutory policy or other provision of law.

V. Mitigation Measures Required by Regulatory Action:

The proposed regulatory action will have no negative impact on the
environment; therefore, no mitigation measures are needed. The number of

tags that will be issued from the newly proposed range will result in a harvest
that is at or below the harvest analyzed in the 2016-Braft Environmental

DecumentRegarding-Elk-hunting: Final Environmental Document Regarding

Elk Hunting dated April 21, 2010.
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VI.

VII.

Impact of Regulatory Action.

This proposed action adjusts tag quotas. Given the number of tags available, and
the area over which they are distributed, this proposal is economically neutral to
business.

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)
()
(9)

(h)

Significant Statewide Adverse Economic Impact Directly Affecting
Businesses, Including the Ability of California Businessmen to Compete with
Businesses in Other States.

The proposed action will not have a significant statewide economic impact
directly affecting business, including the ability of California businesses to
compete with businesses in other states. Considering the small number of
tags issued over the entire state, this proposal is economically neutral to
business.

Impact on the Creation or Elimination of Jobs Within the State, the Creation of
New Businesses or the Elimination of Existing Businesses, or the Expansion
of Businesses in California; Benefits of the Regulation to the Health and
Welfare of California Residents, Worker Safety, and the State’s Environment:

The proposed action will not affect jobs or businesses in California and does
not provide benefits to worker safety.

The Commission anticipates benefits to the health and welfare of California
residents. Hunting provides opportunities for multi-generational family
activities and promotes respect for California’s environment by the future
stewards of the State’s resources. The Commission anticipates benefits to the
State’s environment in the sustainable management of natural resources.

Cost Impacts on Representative Private Persons/Business.

The Commission is not aware of any cost impacts that a representative
private person or business would necessarily incur in reasonable compliance
with this proposed action.

Costs or Savings to State Agencies or Costs/Savings in Federal Funding to
the State. None.

Other Nondiscretionary Costs/Savings to Local Agencies. None.
Programs Mandated on Local Agencies or School Districts. None.

Costs Imposed on Any Local Agency or School District that is Required to be
Reimbursed under Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division 4.
None.

Effect on Housing Costs. None.

Economic Impact Assessment.

(I



The proposed action will have no statewide economic or fiscal impact because the
proposed action will not constitute a significant change from the last elk season.
The number of tags to be set in regulation for 2016 is intended to achieve or
maintain the levels set forth in the approved management plans to sustainably
manage elk populations and maintain hunting opportunities in subsequent
seasons.

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

()

(f)

Effects of the regulation on the creation or elimination of jobs within the State:

The regulation will not affect the creation or elimination of jobs because no
significant changes in hunting activity levels are anticipated.

Effects of the regulation on the creation of new businesses or the elimination
of existing businesses within the State:

The regulation will not impact the creation of new businesses or the
elimination of businesses because no significant changes in hunting activity
levels are anticipated.

Effects of the regulation on the expansion of businesses currently doing
business within the State

The regulation will not affect the expansion of businesses currently doing
business within the State because no significant changes in hunting activity
levels are anticipated.

Benefits of the regulation to the health and welfare of California residents:

The proposed regulation will not have a direct benefit on the health and
welfare of California residents.

Benefits of the regulation to worker safety.

The proposed regulation will not affect worker safety.

Benefits of the regulation to the State's environment

It is the policy of the State to encourage the conservation, maintenance, and

utilization of the living resources. The proposed action will further this core
objective.
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INFORMATIVE DIGEST
(Policy Statement Overview)

Current regulations in Section 364.1, SHARE EIlk Hunts, T14, CCR, specify elk tag
guotas for each hunt area. In order to achieve elk herd management goals and
objectives and maintain hunting quality, it is periodically necessary to adjust quotas in
response to dynamic environmental and biological conditions. In conjunction with
proposed amendments to Section 364, Elk, which will delete, amend and add hunt
areas, it is necessary to similarly amend Section 364.1 for consistency.

Preliminary tag quota ranges are indicated pending final 2016 tag allocations in
accordance with elk management goals and objectives. Survey data collected between
October 2015, and March 2016, will be the basis for the final tag numbers
recommended to the Commission at the April 2016 adoption hearing. The quota ranges
for 2016 elk tags are indicated in the proposed Regulatory Text.

Other minor editorial changes and renumbering have also been made.

The complete Table and text is found in the attached proposed Regulatory Text of
Section 364.1.

Benefits of the requlations

The proposed regulations will contribute to the sustainable management of elk
populations in California. Existing elk herd management goals specify objective levels
for the proportion of bulls in the herds. These ratios are maintained and managed in
part by annually modifying the number of tags. The final values for the license tag
numbers will be based upon findings from annual harvest and herd composition counts
where appropriate.

Non-monetary benefits to the public

The Commission does not anticipate non-monetary benefits to the protection of public
health and safety, worker safety, the prevention of discrimination, the promotion of
fairness or social equity and the increase in openness and transparency in business
and government.

Consistency with State or Federal Regulations

The Fish and Game Commission, pursuant to Fish and Game Code Sections 200, 202
and 203, has the sole authority to regulate elk hunting in California. Commission staff
has searched the California Code of Regulations and has found the proposed changes
pertaining to elk tag allocations are consistent with Title 14. Therefore the Commission
has determined that the proposed amendments are neither inconsistent nor
incompatible with existing State regulations.

The Department, at the Commission’s February 11, 2016 meeting in Sacramento requested the
Commission consider its withdrawal of the proposed draft 2016 Elk CEQA document, and

instead asked the Commission rely on existing CEQA. Reverting back to the original CEQA

llo>



proposals requires the renotice of proposed regulatory text which included proposals that added
additional hunt zones in sections 364 and 364.1 that were identified as projects under the CEQA
document being withdrawn, as well as necessary paragraph renumbering.

Final tag quotas and an addendum to the Final Environmental Document regarding Elk Hunting,
dated April 21, 2010 will be provided to interested and affected parties at least 15 days prior to
its consideration by the Commission at its April 14, 2016 meeting in Santa Rosa.
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REGULATORY TEXT
Section 364.1 is amended to read:

8§ 364.1. SHARE-ElKkHunts:
&) Department Administered Shared Habitat Alliance for Recreational Enhancement
(SHARE) Elk Hunts

8



{b)}-(a) Season: The overall season shall open on the August 15 through January 31.
Individual SHARE properties will be assigned seasons corresponding with management
goals.

(c) Number of SHARE Elk License Tags

o
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{e&h-(b) Bag and Possession Limit: Each elk tag is valid only for one elk per season and
only in the SHARE hunt area drawn, and persons shall only be eligible for one elk tag
per season_through 364 or 364.1.
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(c) Individual property boundaries will be identified in the SHARE application package.

H-(d) Method of Take: Only methods for taking elk as defined in Sections 353 and 354

may be used.

{g)>-(e) Tagholder R

esponsibilities: See subsection 364(z).

-(g) Applicants shall apply for a SHARE Access Permit, and pay a nonrefundable
application fee as specified in Section 602, through the department's Automated
License Data System terminals at any department license agent, department license
sales office, or online.
$-(h) Upon receipt of winner notification, successful applicants shall submit the
appropriate tag fee as specified in Section 702 through any department license sales
office or online through the department's Automated License Data System.

1. 2. 3. 4.
Bull Tags Antlerless | Either-Sex Spike
8 (A) Hunts Tags Tags Tags
(B) Area
(i) Department Administered SHARE Roosevelt Elk Hunts
[0-5510] 0-10610
1) Siskiyou [(B) Area: The taq shall be valid in the area described
in subsection 364(a)(1)(A).
[0-10] [0-20] [0-5]
2 Northwestern (A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area
described in subsection 364(a)(2)(A).
[o-25] {o-100] [o-50}
DPel Nerte (AYArea-The tag shall be validinthearea described
. I . RYZIVZXY
[o-25] {o-100] {o-50]
3) Humboldt (B) Area.The tag shall be validinthe area described
: I - RYZVIXY
| [o-20} [o-25}
4 Marble- Meountain-North [(BY Area: The tag shall be validinthe area described
: I - RYZIVIXY
0-2010 0-2515]

£53(3)

Marble Mountain-Seuth

(B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described

in subsection 364(a}{5}(3)(A).
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(A) Hunts

1. 2. 3. 4.
Bull Tags Antlerless | Either-Sex Spike
Tags Tags Tags
(B) Area

(j ) Department Administered Ge

neral Methods SHARE Rocky Mountain Elk Hunts

1)

Northeast California

0-2010] 0-2010

(B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described

in subsection 364(b)(1)(A).

(k) Department Administered SHARE Roosevelt/Tule Elk Hunts

@

Mendocino Nerth-Ceast

0-104] 0-404 ]

(B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described

in subsection 364(c)(1)(A).

()

Mendocino-South

Coast

() Department Administered SHARE Tule Elk Hunts

1

Cache Creek

0-102 ] 0-102

(B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described

in subsection 364(d)(1)(A).

La Panza

[0-4010 ] 0-6010]

(B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described

in subsection 364(d)(2)(A).

Bishop

0-102 ] 0-302 ]

(B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described

in subsection 364(d)(3)(A).

Independence

0-102 ] 0-302 ]

(B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described

in subsection 364(d)(4)(A).

1




1. 2. 3. 4.
Bull Tags Antlerless | Either-Sex Spike
8 (A) Hunts Taqgs Tags Tags
B) Area
fo-10] fo-10]
65 Lone Pine 0-402 0-302]
(63) Period 2 | (B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described
in subsection 364(d){6}(5)(A).
0-102] 0-302]
(#6) Tinemaha [(B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described
in subsection 364(d){A(6)(A).
g West Tinemaha 0-102] 0-302]
(87) (B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described
in subsection 364(d)&}(7)(A).
- Tinemaha Mountain 0-82]
(88) (B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described
in subsection 364(d){3)(8)(A).
[0-42] 0-102
(309) Whitney ["(B) Area: The taqg shall be valid in the area described
in subsection 364(d){28}(9)(A).
1110 Grizzly Island [0-2] 0-5010] 0-5010
(32£10) (B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described
in subsection 364(dYAL(10)(A).
. 0-424] 0-444
Fort Hunter Liggett
(#211) Central Coast | (B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described
in subsection 364(dYA2(11)(A).
[0-6] 0-206
(2312) East Park Reservoir [(B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described
in subsection 364(d}{13}(12)(A).
3 San Luis Reservoir [0-305] [0-305]
(3413) (B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described
in subsection 364(dY24(13)(A).
[0-10] [0-10]
(3514) Bear Valley [(B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described
in subsection 364(d)(15)(A).
(3615) Lake Pillsbury [0-164] 0-104]

=




1. 2. 3. 4.
Bull Tags Antlerless | Either-Sex Spike
8 (A) Hunts Tags Tags Tags
(B) Area
(B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described
in subsection 364(d){16}(15)(A).
[035] fo-201
(3#16) Santa Clara [(B) Area: The taq shall be valid in the area described
in subsection 364(dYLA(16)(A).
[0-4] o164
(3817) Alameda [(B) Area: The taq shall be valid in the area described
in subsection 364(d)(£8)}(17)(A).
£9) San-Emigeio-Mountain | (BY Area: The tag shall be validinthe area described
. I - 1OV,
Camp-Roberts
£20) NO-SHARE

Note: Authority Cited: Sections 332 and 1050, Fish and Game Code. Reference:
Sections 332, 1050 and 1574, Fish and Game Code.
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