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Regulatory Language 

 
Amend Division 1, Subdivision 2, to read as follows: 
  
Subdivision 2. Game and Furbearers, Furbearers, Nongame, and Depredators 
 
Section 250.1, Title 14, CCR, will be added as follows: 
 
§ Section 250.1. Prohibition on the Use of Lead Projectiles and Ammunition Using Lead 
Projectiles for the Take of Wildlife.  
(a) Purpose. This regulation phases in the requirements of Fish and Game Code 
Section 3004.5, which prohibits the use of any lead projectiles or ammunition containing 
lead projectiles when taking any wildlife with a firearm on or after July 1, 2019.  
(b) Definitions. 
(1) A projectile is any bullet, ball, sabot, slug, buckshot, shot, pellet or other device that 
is expelled from a firearm through a barrel by force. 
(2) Nonlead ammunition is any centerfire, shotgun, muzzleloading, or rimfire 
ammunition containing projectiles certified pursuant to subsection (b)(3) or subsection 
(f). 
(3) Shotgun ammunition containing pellets composed of materials approved as nontoxic 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, as identified in Section 507.1 of these regulations, 
is considered certified. 
(4) A nonlead projectile shall contain no more than one percent lead by weight, as 
certified pursuant to subsection (b)(3) or subsection (f).  
(c) General Provisions. 
(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, it is unlawful to possess any projectile 
containing lead in excess of the amount allowed in subsection (b)(4) and a firearm 
capable of firing the projectile while taking or attempting to take wildlife.  
(2) The possession of a projectile containing lead in excess of the amount allowed in 
subsection (b)(4) without possessing a firearm capable of firing the projectile is not a 
violation of this section. 
(3) Nothing in this section is intended to prohibit the possession of concealable firearms 
containing lead ammunition, provided that the firearm is possessed for personal 
protection and is not used to take or assist in the take of wildlife. 
(d) Phased Approach to Prohibit the Use of Lead Ammunition for the Take of Wildlife. 
The use of lead projectiles is authorized until the effective dates described in 
subsections (d)(1), (d)(2), and (d)(3). 
(1) Effective July 1, 2015, it shall be unlawful to use, or possess with any firearm 
capable of firing, any projectile(s) not certified as nonlead when taking: 
(A) Nelson bighorn sheep as authorized by Fish and Game Code Section 4902; or 
(B) All wildlife in any wildlife area or ecological reserve, as described in sections 551, 
552 and 630 of these regulations. 
(2) Effective July 1, 2016, it shall be unlawful to use, or possess with any shotgun 
capable of firing, any projectile(s) not certified as nonlead as described in subsection 
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(b)(3) when taking: 
(A) Upland game birds as included in Fish and Game Code Section 3683, except for 
dove, quail, snipe, and any game birds taken under the authority of a licensed game 
bird club as provided for in sections 600 and 600.4 of these regulations; 
(B) Resident small game mammals as defined in Section 257 of these regulations; 
(C) Fur-bearing mammals as defined by Fish and Game Code Section 4000; 
(D) Nongame mammals as defined by Fish and Game Code Section 4150; 
(E) Nongame birds as defined by Fish and Game Code Section 3800; or 
(F) Any wildlife for depredation purposes, regardless of whether the take is authorized 
by a permit issued pursuant to sections 401 or 402 of these regulations. 
(3) Effective July 1, 2019, it shall be unlawful to use, or possess with any firearm 
capable of firing, any projectile(s) not certified as nonlead when taking any wildlife for 
any purpose in this state. 
(e) Condor Range. [This subsection shall be repealed effective July 1, 2019] 
Methods of take. Notwithstanding subsection (c)(3), it is unlawful to use, or possess with 
any firearm capable of firing, any projectile or ammunition containing any projectile not 
certified as nonlead when taking or attempting to take any big game as defined in 
section 350, nongame birds, or nongame mammals, in the area defined as the 
“California condor range” in subsection (a) of Fish and Game Code Section 3004.5. 
(f) Nonlead Projectile and Ammunition Certification Process. 
(1) Any person or manufacturer requesting to have their projectile(s) or ammunition 
certified as nonlead shall submit the information identified in subsection (2) below to the 
Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Wildlife Branch in Sacramento. The department shall 
certify or reject the request within 60 business days of receipt.  
(2) Information required for consideration of certification: 
(A) Name of manufacturer of projectile or ammunition, address, and contact information;  
(B) For projectile certifications, information shall include the following: caliber, weight in 
grains, product trade name or marketing line (if established), product or catalog number 
(SKUs or UPCs are acceptable), composition, percent content of lead by weight, and 
detailed unique identifying characteristics; 
(C) For ammunition certifications, information shall include the following: caliber, 
cartridge designation, weight in grains of the projectile, product trade name or marketing 
line (if established), product or catalog number (SKUs or UPCs are acceptable), 
composition of projectile, percent content of lead by weight of projectile, detailed unique 
identifying characteristics of the projectile, and any unique identifying characteristics of 
the cartridge; 
(D) Signed statement verifying all information provided is accurate; and 
(E) Digital color image of the projectile(s) or ammunition.  
(3) The department shall determine, based on the information supplied, whether the 
projectile contains no more than one percent of lead by weight.  
(4) The department shall update the list of certified projectiles and ammunition not less 
than once annually and make it available on the department’s web site. 
(5) The department shall decertify and remove from the list any projectile(s) or 
ammunition it determines does not meet the standards set forth in this section. 
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Note:  Authority cited: Sections 200, 202, 203 and 3004.5, Fish and Game Code. 
Reference: Sections 200, 202, 203, 203.1, 207, 2055, 3004.5, 3683, 3800, 4000, 4150, 
and 4902, Fish and Game Code. 
 
Section 311, Title 14, CCR, will be amended as follows: 
 
§ 311. Methods Authorized for Taking Resident Small Game. 
The take or attempted take of any resident small game with a firearm shall be in 
accordance with the use of nonlead projectiles and ammunition pursuant to Section 
250.1. Only the following may be used to take resident small game: 
(a) Shotguns 10 gauge or smaller using shot shells only and incapable of holding more 
than three shells in the magazine and chamber combined. If a plug is used to reduce 
the capacity of a magazine to fulfill the requirements of this section, the plug must be of 
one piece construction incapable of removal without disassembling the gun. 
(b) Shotgun shells may not be used or possessed that contain shot size larger than No. 
BB, except that shot size larger than No. 2 may not be used or possessed when taking 
wild turkey. All shot shall be loose in the shell. 
(c) Muzzle-loading shotguns. 
(d) Falconry. 
(e) Bow and arrow (see Section 354 for archery equipment regulations). 
(f) Air rifles powered by compressed air or gas and used with any caliber of pellet, 
except that wild turkey may only be taken with a pellet that is at least 0.177 caliber. 
(g) In addition to the methods listed in (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), and (f) above, firearm rifles 
and pistols may be used for taking rabbits and squirrels only; except in Los Angeles 
County where rifles and pistols may not be used. 
(h) In San Diego and Orange counties only, rabbits may be taken at any time during the 
open season by means of box traps. Such traps shall not exceed 24 inches in any 
dimension, shall be tended at least once every 24 hours, and shall show the name and 
address of the trap owner. All rabbits taken under this section shall be immediately 
killed and become a part of the daily bag limit. 
(i) Electronic or mechanically-operated calling or sound-reproducing devices are 
prohibited when attempting to take resident game birds. 
(j) Coursing dogs may be used to take rabbits. 
(k) Archers hunting during any archery season may not possess a firearm while in the 
field engaged in archery hunting during an archery season. 
(l) The use of live decoys is prohibited when attempting to take resident game birds. 
(m)Pistols and revolvers may be used to take sooty and ruffed grouse in those counties 
only and for the season described in Section 300(a)(1)(E). 
(n) Crossbows, except for provisions of Section 354(d) and (g). 
(o) Dogs may be used to take and retrieve resident small game. 
 
Note: Authority cited: Sections 200, 202 and 203, Fish and Game Code. Reference: 
Sections 200 and 203, 203 and 3004.5, Fish and Game Code. 
 
Section 353, Title 14, CCR, will be amended as follows: 
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§ 353. Methods Authorized for Taking Big Game. 
(a) Except for the provisions of subsections 353(b) through (h), Title 14, CCR, big game 
(as defined by Section 350, Title 14, CCR) may only be taken by rifles using centerfire 
cartridges with softnose or expanding projectiles; bow and arrow (see Section 354, Title 
14, CCR, for archery equipment regulations); or wheellock, matchlock, flintlock or 
percussion type, including “in-line” muzzleloading rifles using black powder or 
equivalent black powder substitute, including pellets, with a single projectile loaded from 
the muzzle and at least .40 caliber in designation. For purposes of Section 353, a 
“projectile” is defined as any bullet, ball, sabot, slug, buckshot or other device which is 
expelled from a firearm through a barrel by force. 
(a) The take or attempted take of any big game (as defined by Section 350 of these 
regulations) with a firearm shall be in accordance with the use of nonlead projectiles 
and ammunition pursuant to Section 250.1 of these regulations. 
(b) Definition. For purposes of this section, a projectile is any bullet, ball, sabot, slug, 
buckshot or other device which is expelled from a firearm through a barrel by force. 
(c) Except for the provisions of the following subsections (d) through (j), big game may 
only be taken by rifles using centerfire cartridges with softnose or expanding projectiles; 
bow and arrow (see Section 354 of these regulations for archery equipment 
regulations); or wheellock, matchlock, flintlock or percussion type, including “in-line” 
muzzleloading rifles using black powder or equivalent black powder substitute, including 
pellets, with a single projectile loaded from the muzzle and at least .40 caliber in 
designation.  
 (b)(d) Shotguns capable of holding not more than three shells firing single slugs may be 
used for the taking of deer, bear and wild pigs. In areas where the discharge of rifles or 
shotguns with slugs is prohibited by county ordinance, shotguns capable of holding not 
more than three shells firing size 0 or 00 buckshot may be used for the taking of deer 
only. 
(c)(e) Pistols and revolvers using centerfire cartridges with softnose or expanding 
projectiles may be used to take deer, bear, and wild pigs. 
(d)(f) Pistols and revolvers with minimum barrel lengths of 4 inches, using centerfire 
cartridges with softnose or expanding projectiles may be used to take elk and bighorn 
sheep. 
(e)(g) Except as provided in subsection 354(j) of these regulations, crossbows may be 
used to take deer and wild pigs only during the regular seasons. 
(f)(h) Under the provisions of a muzzleloading rifle only tag, hunters may only possess 
muzzleloading rifles as described in subsection 353(a)(c) equipped with open or “peep” 
type sights only except as described in subsection 353 (k)(l). 
(g)(i) Under the provisions of a muzzleloading rifle/archery tag, hunters may only 
possess muzzleloading rifles with sights as described in subsection 353(f)(h); archery 
equipment as described in Section 354 of these regulations; or both. For purposes of 
this subsection, archery equipment does not include crossbows, except as provided in 
subsection 354(j) of these regulations. 
(h) Methods of take within the California condor range. Except as otherwise provided, it 
is unlawful to use or possess projectiles containing more than one percent lead by 
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weight while taking or attempting to take any big game (as defined in Section 350, Title 
14, CCR) in those areas described in Section 3004.5, Fish and Game Code. 
(1) Except as otherwise provided, it is unlawful to possess any projectile containing lead 
in excess of the amount permitted in subsection 353(h) and a firearm capable of firing 
the projectile while taking or attempting to take any big game within the area described 
in subsection 353(h). The possession of a projectile containing lead in excess of the 
amount allowed in subsection 353(h) without possessing a firearm capable of firing the 
projectile is not a violation of this section. 
(i)(j) Except as otherwise provided, while taking or attempting to take big game under 
the provisions of Section 353this section or Section 354, Title 14, CCR of these 
regulations, it is unlawful to use any device or devices which: 1) throw, cast or project 
an artificial light or electronically alter or intensify a light source for the purpose of visibly 
enhancing an animal; or 2) throw, cast or project an artificial light or electronically alter 
or intensify a light source for the purpose of providing a visible point of aim directly on 
an animal. Devices commonly referred to as “sniperscopes”, night vision scopes or 
binoculars, or those utilizing infra-red, heat sensing or other non-visible spectrum light 
technology used for the purpose of visibly enhancing an animal or providing a visible 
point of aim directly on an animal are prohibited and may not be possessed while taking 
or attempting to take big game. Devices commonly referred to as laser rangefinders, 
“red-dot” scopes with self-illuminating reticles, and fiberoptic sights with self-illuminating 
sight or pins which do not throw, cast or project a visible light onto an animal are 
permitted. 
(j)(k) Unless provided in these regulations or any other law, it is unlawful to possess a 
loaded muzzleloading firearm in any vehicle or conveyance or its attachments which is 
standing on or along or is being driven on or along any public road or highway or other 
way open to the public. 
For the purposes of this section, a muzzleloading firearm shall be deemed to be loaded 
when it is capped or primed or has an electronic or other ignition device attached and 
has a powder charge and projectile or shot in the barrel or cylinder. 
(k)(l) Upon application to the department, the department may issue a Disabled 
Muzzleloader Scope Permit, free of any charge or fee, to any person with a physical 
disability, as defined in 353(l)subsection (m), which prevents him/her from being able to 
focus on the target utilizing muzzleloading rifles equipped with open or “peep” sights. 
The Disabled Muzzleloader Scope Permit authorizes the disabled hunter to use a 1X 
scope on a muzzleloading rifle, as described in subsection 353(f)(h), with a 
muzzleloading rifle only tag. 
(1) Applications for a Disabled Muzzleloader Scope Permit as specified in Section 702 
of these regulations shall be submitted to the department at the address specified on 
the application and shall include: 
(A) Applicant's name 
(B) Applicant's physical address 
(C) Applicant's date of birth 
(D) Applicant's Driver's License or DMV Number 
(E) Applicant's telephone number 
(F) Applicant's signature 
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(G) Medical Physician's or Optometrist's name 
(H) Medical Physician's or Optometrist's business address 
(I) Medical Physician's or Optometrist's business telephone number 
(J) Medical Physician's State medical license number or Optometrist's State license 
number 
(K) A description of the visual disability requiring this permit 
(L) Medical Physician's or Optometrist's signature 
(M) Signature of the authorizing department employee and date issued 
(2) The applicant must have a valid hunting license for the year for which he/she is 
applying. 
(3) Proof of meeting eligibility requirements may be met by providing a previously issued 
Disabled Muzzleloader Scope Permit. 
(4) The valid Disabled Muzzleloader Scope Permit shall be in the hunter's immediate 
possession while hunting and shall be shown on demand to any person authorized to 
enforce this regulation. 
(5) The Disabled Muzzleloader Scope Permit is valid from July 1 through June 30 of the 
following year or if issued after July 1 of the license year, it is valid beginning on the 
date issued through to the following June 30 
(l)(m) For the purposes of this section a visual disability means a permanent loss, 
significant limitation, or diagnosed disease or disorder, which substantially impairs the 
vision of a hunter, preventing the hunter from viewing and aligning the sights of a 
muzzleloading rifle with the target in order to hunt deer. 
 
Note: Authority cited: Sections 200, 202 and 203, Fish and Game Code. Reference: 
Sections 200, 202, 203, 203.1, 207, 2005, 2055, 3004.5 and 3950, Fish and Game 
Code. 
 
Repeal Section 355, Title 14, CCR: 
 
§ 355. Ammunition Authorized for Taking Big Game and Nongame Birds and Nongame 
Mammals in Condor Range. 
In addition to those conditions provided for in sections 353 and 475, only centerfire rifle, 
centerfire pistol, muzzleloading, shotgun slug, and rimfire ammunition using projectiles 
certified pursuant to this section as containing no lead (as defined by subsection 353(h)) 
shall be used for the taking of big game and nongame birds and nongame mammals in 
condor range (see subsection 353(h)). 
(a) Ammunition Certification Process. Any person or manufacturer of ammunition or 
projectiles wishing to have their ammunition or projectiles certified for hunting big game 
or nongame birds and nongame mammals in condor range shall submit the information 
identified in subsections (b)(1)-(5) to the California Department of Fish and Game, 
Wildlife Programs Branch, Sacramento. The Department shall accept or reject the 
request within 60 days of receipt. The ammunition or projectiles whose request has 
been accepted will be added to the list entitled “Certified ammunition and projectiles for 
hunting big game and nongame birds and nongame mammals in condor range” 
maintained by the Department. 
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(b) Information required for consideration of certification: 
(1) Name of Manufacturer of ammunition or projectile, address, and contact information. 
(2) For ammunition certifications, information shall specify as to caliber, cartridge 
designation, and projectile. Projectile specifications shall include unique identifying 
characteristics and percent content of lead by weight. 
(3) For projectile certifications, information shall specify as to unique identifying 
characteristics and percent content of lead by weight. 
(4) Signed statement verifying that all information provided is accurate. 
(5) Digital color image of projectile or ammunition. 
(c) The Department shall determine, based on information supplied, if the projectile 
contains less than the percent lead content by weight as defined in 353(h). 
(d) The Department shall update the list of certified ammunition and projectiles no less 
than once annually and make it available to hunters. 
(e) The Department shall decertify and remove from the list any projectiles or 
ammunition if information is received that it does not meet the standards set forth in 
subsection (b) within 60 days of receipt. 
 
Note: Authority cited: Sections 200, 202, 203 and 3004.5, Fish and Game Code. 
Reference: Sections 200, 202, 203, 203.1, 207, 2055 and 3004.5, Fish and Game 
Code. 
 
Section 464, Title 14, CCR, will be amended as follows: 
 
§ 464. Raccoon. 
(a) Seasons and Areas: 
(1) Raccoon may be taken from July 1 through March 31 in the following area: All of 
Imperial County and those portions of Riverside and San Bernardino counties lying 
south and east of the following line: Beginning at the intersection of Highway 86 with the 
north boundary of Imperial County; north along Highway 86 to the intersection with 
Interstate 10; east along Interstate 10 to its intersection with the Cottonwood Springs 
Road in Section 9, T6S, R11E, S.B.B.M.; north along the Cottonwood Springs Road and 
the Mecca Dale Road to Amboy; east along Highway 66 to the intersection with 
Highway 95; north along Highway 95 to the California-Nevada state line. 
(2) November 16 through March 31 in the balance of the state. 
(b) Bag and Possession Limit: No limit. 
(c) Method of Take:  
(1) When taking raccoon after dark, pistols and rifles not larger than .22 caliber rimfire 
and shotguns using shot no larger than No. BB are the only firearms which may be used 
during this night period. (This regulation supersedes Sections 4001 and 4002 of the 
Fish and Game Code.) (See Sections 264 and 264.5 for light regulations.) 
(2) The take or attempted take of any raccoon with a firearm shall be in accordance with 
the use of nonlead projectiles and ammunition pursuant to Section 250.1. 
(d) Dogs may be permitted to pursue raccoons in the course of breaking, training or 
practicing dogs in accordance with the provisions of Section 265 of these regulations. 
 



 

 -8- 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 200, 202, 203 and 4009.5, Fish and Game Code. 
Reference: Sections 200-203.1,200, 202, 203, 203.1, 206, 207, 211-222, 4000-
4004215, 220, 3004.5, 4000, 4001, 4002, 4003, 4004, and 4009.5, Fish and Game 
Code. 
 
Section 465, Title 14, CCR, will be amended as follows: 
 
§ 465. Methods for Taking Furbearers. 
Furbearing mammals may be taken only with a firearm, bow and arrow, or with the use 
of dogs, or traps in accordance with the provisions of Section 465.5 of these regulations 
and Section 3003.1 of the Fish and Game Code. The take or attempted take of any 
furbearing mammal with a firearm shall be in accordance with the use of nonlead 
projectiles and ammunition pursuant to Section 250.1. 
 
Note: Authority cited: Sections 200, 202, 203, 3003.1 and 4009.5, Fish and Game 
Code. Reference: Sections 200-203.1,200, 202, 203, 203.1, 206, 207, 211-221,215, 
220, 3003.1, 4000-40043004.5, 4000, 4001, 4002, 4003, 4004, and 4009.5, Fish and 
Game Code. 
 
Section 475, Title 14, CCR, will be added as follows: 
 
§ 475. Methods of Take for Nongame Birds and Nongame Mammals. 
Nongame birds and nongame mammals may be taken in any manner except as follows: 
(a) Poison may not be used. 
(b) Recorded or electrically amplified bird or mammal calls or sounds or recorded or 
electrically amplified imitations of bird or mammal calls or sounds may not be used to 
take any nongame bird or nongame mammal except coyotes, bobcats, American crows 
and starlings. 
(c) Fallow deer, sambar deer, axis deer, sika deer, aoudad, mouflon, tahr and feral 
goats may be taken only with the equipment and ammunition specified in Section 353 of 
these regulations. 
(d) Traps may be used to take nongame birds and nongame mammal only in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 465.5 of these regulations and sections 
3003.1 and 4004 of the Fish and Game Code. 
(e) No feed, bait or other material capable of attracting a nongame mammal may be 
placed or used in conjunction with dogs for the purpose of taking any nongame 
mammals. Nothing in this section shall prohibit an individual operating in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 465.5 from using a dog to follow a trap drag and taking 
the nongame mammal caught in that trap. 
(f) Methods of take within the California condor range. Except as otherwise provided, it 
is unlawful to use or possess projectiles containing more than one percent lead by 
weight while taking or attempting to take any nongame birds or nongame mammals in 
those areas described in Section 3004.5, Fish and Game Code. 
(1) For purposes of Section 475, a “projectile” is defined as any bullet, ball, sabot, slug, 
buckshot, shot, pellet or other device which is expelled from a firearm through a barrel 
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by force. 
(2) Except as otherwise provided, it is unlawful to possess any projectile containing lead 
in excess of the amount permitted in subsection 475(f) and a firearm capable of firing 
the projectile while taking or attempting to take any nongame bird or nongame mammal 
within the area described in subsection 475(f). The possession of a projectile containing 
lead in excess of the amount allowed in subsection 475(f) without possessing a firearm 
capable of firing the projectile is not a violation of this section. 
(f) The take or attempted take of any nongame bird or nongame mammal with a firearm 
shall be in accordance with the use of nonlead projectiles and ammunition pursuant to 
Section 250.1 of these regulations. 
 
Note: Authority cited: Sections 200, 202, 203, 355, 3003.1, 3800 and 4150, Fish and 
Game Code. Reference: Sections 200, 202, 203, 203.1, 207, 355, 356, 2055, 3003.1, 
3004.5, 3800 and 4150, Fish and Game Code. 
 
Section 485, Title 14, CCR, will be amended as follows: 
 
§ 485. American Crow. 
(a) Shotgun, Falconry, and Archery Seasons, and Bag and Possession Limits. 

 (1) Seasons (2) Daily Bag and 
Possession Limits 

Season: The first Saturday in 
December and extending 
for 124 consecutive days 

Bag Limit: 
24 crows per day 
Possession Limit: 
double the daily bag limit 

(3) Area: Statewide: see closure 
area (d) below 

 

(b) Crows may only be taken by shotguns 10 gauge or smaller using shot shells only 
and incapable of holding more than three shells in the magazine and chamber 
combined, bow and arrow, and falconry. The take or attempted take of any crows with a 
firearm shall be in accordance with the use of nonlead projectiles and ammunition 
pursuant to Section 250.1. Crows may not be hunted from aircraft. 
(c) No person shall kill or cripple a crow pursuant to this section without making a 
reasonable effort to retrieve the bird, and retain it in their actual custody at the place 
where taken or between that place and either: (1) their automobile or principal means of 
land transportation; or (2) their personal abode or temporary or transient place of 
lodging; or (3) a migratory bird preservation facility; or (4) a post office; or (5) a common 
carrier facility. 
(d) Crows may not be taken in the following areas: 
(1) Within the boundaries of the Trinity and Mendocino National Forests south of 
Highway 36. 
(2) North and east of a line beginning at the mouth of the Eel River; south along the Eel 
River to the town of Alton; east on Highway 36 from the town of Alton to Highway 89 



 

 -10- 

west of Chester; south and east on Highways 89 and 395 to Interstate 15 near 
Hesperia; south on Interstate 15 to Interstate 10; and east on Interstate 10 to the 
California-Arizona border. 
(e) See Section 472(d) for the take of American crows causing depredation. 
Note: Authority cited: Sections 355, 356 and 3800, Fish and Game Code. Reference: 
Sections 355, 356, 3004.5, and 3800, Fish and Game Code. 


