
Item No. 7 
COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY FOR MARCH 21, 2016 

Author:  Susan Ashcraft 1 

7. OCEAN SPORTFISHING

Today’s Item Information  ☐ Direction  ☒ 

Identify and discuss possible amendments to ocean sportfish regulations scheduled for action 
in 2016. 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions  

 Today’s MRC vetting Mar 21, 2016; MRC, Los Alamitos 

 Notice hearing Aug 24-25, 2016; Folsom 

 Discussion hearing Oct 19-20, 2016; Crescent City 

 Adoption hearing Dec 7-8, 2016; San Diego 

Background 

This is an annual opportunity to discuss possible changes to ocean sport fishing regulations for 
the subsequent season.  Any proposals that the MRC would like to recommend be included in 
a rulemaking package would need to advance to FGC in April for inclusion at the FGC notice 
hearing in August.  

Currently DFW is proposing one amendment to sport fishing regulations beyond the federal 
fishery conformance packages already scheduled. The proposed change is to adjust the 
seasonal boundary for recreational razor clam fishing at Clam Beach, Humboldt County (§ 
29.45, Title 14, CCR). The current boundary is defined by Strawberry Creek. The natural 
channel of Strawberry Creek has migrated southward far beyond the originally-intended 
boundary and this migration has impacted public access to clamming grounds.     

Significant Public Comments  

Humboldt County leaders, including retired Humboldt County supervisor Jimmy Smith, the Humboldt 
County Board of Supervisors, and Humboldt Area Saltwater Anglers, Inc., have repeatedly requested  
DFW to rectify the situation (See example in Exhibit 1).  

Recommendation 

Recommend FGC support for the DFW-proposed change to the clamming boundary at 
Strawberry Creek. Discuss any additional proposals for the 2016 rulemaking and, if necessary, 
request public petitioners to complete the required FGC form for petitions for rulemaking 
change. 

Exhibits 

1. Letter from Humboldt County Board of Supervisors to DFW, Nov 3, 2015

Committee Direction/Recommendation (N/A) 
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