Item No. 30
STAFF SUMMARY FOR JUNE 22-23, 2016
30. FALCONRY

Today’s Item Information [ Action

Authorization to publish notice of intent to amend falconry regulations.

Summary of Previous/Future Actions

e Today’s Notice hearing Jun 22-23, 2016; Bakersfield

e Discussion hearing Aug 24-25, 2016; Folsom

e Adoption hearing Oct 19-20, 2016; Eureka
Background

The falconry regulations were last amended in 2013 to conform to federal guidelines which
required states to adopt their own rules governing the sport. At that time, it was understood by
FGC, falconers, and the public that the new California regulations would need to be reviewed
and updated. The proposed amendments include numerous changes to bring the regulations
more in line with the current practice of falconry in California, to conform to federal guidelines;
and issues that were raised by the public in 2013, but due to timing or relevance were delayed
until additional analysis could be conducted. In addition, editorial changes are needed for
clarity and consistency. The following proposed changes fall into the following categories:

e Changes to bring the regulations in line with current federal guidelines

e Changes in reporting requirements to require reporting only to the state, rather
than both the state and federal agencies

¢ Minor amendments suggested by licensed falconers and the public

e Numerous editorial corrections, renumbering and referencing

The changes currently proposed for inclusion are enumerated in Exhibit 1. The first column
provides the current section or subsection to be amended. The second column indicates the
new subsection (renumbered), and the third column contains the general subject to be
changed, edited, or made more specific (please refer to the regulatory text attached to the end
of Exhibit 1for proposed language and context).

Significant Public Comments

Public comment from falconer representatives is anticipated at this meeting with possible
request for additional changes before going to notice.

Recommendation

FGC Staff: Staff recommends moving forward with the current suite of proposed changes, as
they relate to clean-up, including editorial changes and federal conformance issues, as
requested by FGC in Mar 2013.

DFW: DFW recommends going to notice with changes as proposed in the ISOR.

Exhibits

Author: Jon Snellstrom 1



Item No. 30
STAFF SUMMARY FOR JUNE 22-23, 2016

1. ISOR
2. DFW memo, received Jun 6, 2016

Motion/Direction

Moved by and seconded by that the Commission authorizes
publication of a notice of its intent to amend Section 670 regarding falconry regulations.

Author: Jon Snellstrom 2



STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FISH AND GAME COMMISSION
INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR REGULATORY ACTION
(Pre-publication of Notice Statement)

Amend Section 670
Title 14, California Code of Regulations
Re: Falconry

|. Date of Initial Statement of Reasons: April 22, 2016

Il. Dates and Locations of Scheduled Hearings:

(a) Notice Hearing: Date:
Location:

(b) Discussion Hearing: Date:
Location:

(c) Adoption Hearing: 20, 2016

(a) Statement of Specific P lation Change and Factual Basis for
Determining that Reg easonably Necessary:
The falconry reg e last amended in 2013 to conform to federal
guidelines whig es to adopt their own rules governing the sport. At

regulations more i with the current practice of falconry in California and
federal guidelines. In addition, editorial changes were needed for clarity and
consistency.

PROPOSED REGULATIONS

The changes currently proposed for inclusion are enumerated in the following
table. The first column is the current section or subsection to be amended. The
second column indicates the new subsection (renumbered) of the amendment,
and the third column contains the general subject to be changed, edited, or made
more specific (refer to the regulatory text for proposed language and context).



Current
subsection

New
subsection

Reason for the Proposed Amendment
Revision, Addition, or Deletion

670

670

All subsection titles edited from ALL CAPITALS to Upper/lower
case for consistency with other regulations in Title 14.

Editorial changes deleting internal subsection references (found
within the same subsection): these are replaced with “as
described (or specified) herein.” This language is replaced
throughout the regulation.

All Department website references are changed to
“wildlife.ca.gov” to reflect the current web address.

All references to “regulatory year” are changed to “license year”
for consistency with other regulations.

All references to “lapsed” licenses are changed to “expired” for
consistency with other regulations.

All references to “level” are changed to “class”.

All references to days are changed to “calendar days” (e.g., 30
calendar days) consistent with the ¢ t use of that term
throughout Section 670. “Consecuti¥€, is deleted (unless
“business days” are used.) This oes not conflict with

days”.
All references to “he/shefWere replaced with*ficensee”, and

8 for consistency.

Y regulations are required to conform with
hen there is any discrepancy the Federal

(@)

to clarify what documentation is necessary.

e words “it shall be unlawful” to clarify that possession of a
ense is required while engaged in falconry activities and lack of
a license is a citable offense.

(@)(2) ¢ Add clause to recognize exceptions required under Fish and
Game Code Section 12300, Application of code to California
Indians; Limitations and condition.

(a)(4) e Amend the Code of Federal Regulations date to the most recent

07/02/2015.

Delete “The department shall make these and the federal
regulations available at www.dfg.ca.gov/licensing/” for

consistency with other regulations in avoiding using specific web
addresses.



http://www.dfg.ca.gov/licensing/

@)

¢ Add a statement directing the public to obtain and submit forms
and fees to the License and Revenue Branch, and the
Department’s online reporting system.

¢ Add a statement directing the public to the information at the new
Department website address: wildlife.ca.gov.

(b) (b)(7) | o Amend the definition of Falconry by deleting the reference to “free
flight.” The word “training” includes free flight and other activities
when not in flight.

(b)(8) | e Amend the definition of “Hacking” which is a method of having the
raptor “gain experience and conditioning”
(b)(10) | o Amend the definition of “Imp” to “Imping” using “another” feather
to repair a damaged feather on a bird.
(b)(12) | e« Add definition of “license year” for con ncy with other
regulations. (This replaces the defigition of “Regulatory year”)
(b)(15) ¢ Delete definition of “Regulator
year (b)(12). This change is
(c) (c) | e When referring to Califo
“related to” to “authorizin
() (c)(1) | o Add clarity and i
in the event of in
or endangered sp
' , meaning that if inadvertent take of
atened or endangered species) occurs to
Is injured as a result of unauthorized take
ing of band or tag numbers (if any) of wildlife taken
jonally. Important wildlife information is gained through

(d) (d) nlawful to...” language added to improve enforcement.

(d)(1) | e Add “fully protected” species as listed in California.

¢ Delete sentence regarding removing a fully protected species

taken incidentally. Fully protected species may not be taken or
possessed at any time.

(d)(2) | e In addition to reporting take to the USFWS, a licensee must report
the take to LRB rather than to the Department’s regional offices.

(e)(1) (e)(1)(A) | o Add nonresident, or non-U.S. citizen for clarity.
(e)(1)(B) | e Delete “resident or nonresident” and replace with “licensee” for

clarity.
e Add “...that has not been expired for more than 5 years” for clarity




(€)(1)(C)

¢ Delete “resident” and replace with “licensee”

(e)(1)(D) | e Delete “...and intends to establish permanent residency in
California prior to becoming a resident,” since residency is not a
requirement for licensing in California (for example a non-U.S.
citizen unlicensed falconer may apply in order to practice falconry);
there is no need for this provision.
(e)(2) (e)(2) | e Add reference to a nonrefundable license fee
¢ Add language to clarify when an application is new (more than 5
years) versus renewal (less than 5 years)
(e)(2)(A) (e)(2)(D) | e Clarify that the certification relates to “pending or previous
administrative proceedings” against the applicant.
(e)(2)(B) (e)(2)(E) | e Editorial clarification that the Departmentd® “reviewing” the
documents submitted by the applican er than evaluating.
(e)(2)(C) ¢ Delete and move to (e)(5)
(e)(3) (€)(3) | e Clarify that the exam fee is ination in order
to recover the Departme le costs
(€)(3)(A) | e Renumber
3. | e Add language to ¢lg tions and to whom they apply
Add language for a the applicant is a member of a
a valid falconry license issued
Recognizing the sovereign status of
(e)(3)(B) essity of an inspection of raptor facilities
ense being issued to a new falconer applicant.
(e)(4) (e)(4
ication as to what is allowed and not allowed under an
ense, and what steps need to be taken if the licensee
0 continue to practice falconry
©)(4)(A)-(C) ify that an expired license is not valid unless renewed.
o Clarify the expiration of the license and provide for renewal of
licenses not expired more than 5 years.
o Clarify requirements for renewal of expired licenses.
(e)(5) (e)(5) | o Renumbered
(€)(5)(A) | e Add: “The applicant is a member of a federally recognized tribe and

has a valid falconry license issued from that member’s tribe.”
Recognizing the sovereign status of tribes.




(e)(5)(B)
1.-3.

¢ Delete “fly raptors” and add “practice falconry” to clarify that there is
more activity than just flying.

¢ Authorization to fly a California licensee’s raptor must be signed
and dated and in possession.

(€)®)(C)

e Add provisions to clarify that a non-resident, or non-U.S. citizen, or
tribally licensed falconer must submit proof of valid license and
have their raptor facilities inspected to obtain a California license.

(e)(5)(D)

e Add provisions to clarify that a non-resident or non-U.S. citizen, or
tribal member falconer without a license must apply as a new
applicant, pass the examination, and have their raptor facilities
inspected to obtain a California license.

(€)(6)

(€)(6)

o Clarify that the Department has ‘sole discretion’ to establish the
class for a falconer.

(€)(6)(A)3.

o Clarifies the necessity of maintaining a inuous sponsorship of
an apprentice, and what period of ti il be counted toward a
total of 2 years sponsorship.

(€)(6)(A)4.

except nestlings.” This lan the same as provided in 50
t can be permitted in California.
in proof of legal acquisition.

(e)(6)(A)6.

o Clarifies the respons nesponsor to assure that the
minimurg ikeme

(e)(6)(B)2.

n subsection (d) which clearly provide that such take is
and General Falconers are not permitted possession of

(e)(6)(C)1.

e Specifies that the Master class falconer must maintain proper
documentation of legal acquisition of birds, whether from California
or elsewhere.

e The portion of the provision regarding Threatened and Endangered
Species is deleted since it is repetitive of the provisions set forth in
subsection (d) which clearly provide that such take is unlawful.

e The portion of the provision regarding eagles is deleted since it is
repetitive of the provisions set forth in subsection (e)(6)(C)2. which
clearly provides that Master Falconers may possess eagles.




(e)(6)(C)2.

¢ Add language that proof of legal acquisition of eagles is required.
e Delete language allowing eagles to be transferred to a falconer:
Hitati Hity-1 i " Eagles in

the wild are fully protected in California and therefore the current
language is deleted and “a permitted source” inserted.

¢ Add language allowing temporary transfer of eagles from a
rehabilitation facility to assist in rehabilitation.

¢ Add clarification for documentation of the Master Falconer’s
experience with eagles.

©)7)

(€)(7)B)

o Clarify that the exam fee must be paid each time the applicant
takes the examination.

e)(7)(C)2.

¢ Add language to clarify there is no need for a new inspection if the
facilities shared by multiple falconers have passed a previous
inspection.

€)(7)E)

charged only when the
e_Resident Falconer
form into the online

o Clarify the administrative processi
falconer requests that the Depa
Raptor Capture, Recapture
reporting system.

@) (F)-(G)

Raptor Capture Drawing, and
ion (g)(9) for clarity.

(e)(8)(D)

(€)(9)

(e)(11)

(e)(12)

()

( ge reference from federal forms to the Department’s online

reporting system. The requirements for each submittal are the

same and the Administrative Processing Fee will be charged in the

same way.

¢ Add language to require inadvertent take be reported on the
Hunting Take Report.

(@

(@)(1)

¢ Revise to lower case “resident”.

@)@)

¢ Revise to lower case “nonresident”.
¢ Delete text related to the requirements for a license since this has
already been described.




@O)

¢ Clarify that non-U.S. citizens are not eligible to capture any
California wild raptor.

(@)(N)(A) (9)(8)(A) | e Clarify that there is no limit on capturing Northern Goshawk outside
of the Tahoe Basin.

(@) (7)(K) (9)(9) | e Subsection (g)(7)(K)1.-10. renumbered to (g)(9)(A)-(J) to separate
the Special Raptor Capture Random Drawing requirements to its
own subsection. The language is clarified by adding “species with
quotas which include”.

¢ Revise to lower case “resident” and “nonresident”.
(9)(9)(C) | e Clarify where licensee is to apply for drawing, and that a fee is
required for each application.
(9)(9)(D) | e Change the “midnight” deadline to “11:59pm” for clarity
e Change the application deadline to May
¢ Delete “Incomplete, late ... shall not bgfincluded in the Drawing.”
Because the drawing will be held b the electronic filing of
the applicants, which cannot be fi information is
correctly submitted.
(9)(9)(E) | o Add description of the dr
@O)(F) |
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
@O)(1) | o
9)(®) (9)(10)
(9)(8) (9)(10)(4
(9)(13)
al with signature.

(h)(2)(A) (n)(2)(A) | e Clarify that a licensed falconer may temporarily possess a raptor if
they possess the appropriate class to do so.

(h)(3) ¢ Delete subsection (h)(3). The permanent disposition of wildlife,
including birds, from a rehabilitation facility is set forth in Section
679, Possession of Wildlife and Wildlife Rehabilitation.

(h)(4) (h)(3) | e Clarify that falconers are permitted to have temporary possession,

while caring for an injured bird.




A

Clarifies that the terms of the transfer are at the discretion of the
rehabilitator to ensure necessary care of the raptor

Clarifies that licensee must have legible documentation of assisting
a rehabilitator while flying the raptor.

(h)(3)(B) Delete provision that a rehabilitator can permanently transfer a
raptor to licensee.
Adds that the Department can make a determination for extended
care of the raptor by a licensee.
(h)(5) (h)(4) Clarification added that the importation of raptors by nonresidents
or non-U.S. citizens may require additional federal permits.
(h)(6) (h)(5)(B) Add “metal” to designate band type.
(h)(5)(C) Delete authorization to allow any release of non-native raptors and
add a new provision (D)
(h)(5)(D) Add text prohibiting the release of wl in California (reason
is due to conflicts with native sp
Add LRB as point of contact, h as body
responsible for disposition
(h) (™) (h)(6) Add “or fully protected.”
(h)(9) (h)(8) Add “of any other: clarify that following provisions
regarding carcasse her than eagles.
Add LRB as point 0 , W ildlife Branch as responsible for
dispositiQ 3 i arcass to be delivered to the Department.
(h)(O)A)-(E) | (h)(B)(A)-(E)
(h)(10)(A)2. (h)(9)(A)2. at the disposition of a recaptured and unwanted bird will be
ined by Wildlife Branch.
(h)(12) (h)(11) Clarify type of band as seamless “metal” bands.
Delete “licensed falconers” add and “persons or entities” to clarify
that there are other types of permittees who can legally possess.
() (@) Revise to clarify that a goshawk captured in the wild in California be

banded with a permanent, nonreusable, numbered USFWS leg
band.

Add language to clarify that peregrine, gyrfalcon or Harris’s hawk
(not allowed for wild capture in California) that are legally acquired
and imported into California also get a permanent, nonreusable,
numbered USFWS leg band if they do not already have one.




H(@)(A) (()(1)(A) | o Revise to designate that LRB distribute “new or replacement

permanent, nonreusable, numbered USFWS leg” bands.

(O1¢3)] ¢ Delete subsection regarding lost or removed bands here, and

incorporate into other subsections.

(()(2) | e Add provision that captive bred raptors listed under MBTA need a
seamless metal band. Added to comply with federal regulations.

H(3) ¢ Delete subsection regarding rebanding here, and incorporate into

other subsections.

()(3)-(4) |  Add language to include lost or removed bands and rebanding
provisions. Revision was made to more fully mirror a federal
regulation that allows the falconer to remove and reband birds
under certain circumstances.

0 (@)©c) ()(A)(C) | e Revised to allow supervision of raptor

non-licensed falconers

(e.g. spouse, family member, etc.)
¢ Add specific language as to age li ividuals watching the
bird.

H(@)E) ()@A)E) | e Clarify the requirement f i ion of raptor facilities and

(€] ()(3) | e Clarify when appli

inspected

0)(3)(B) 0)(3)(B)

ature Is required if the raptor facilities are
wned by the licensee.

V.

(b) Authority and R gctions from Fish and Game Code for Regulation:

Authority: Seelions: 202, 203, 355, 356, 395, 396, 398, 710.5, 710.7, 713,
1050, 1054, 153

3800, 3801.6, 3956 0, and 10500, Fish and Game Code.

Reference: Sections: 395, 396, 713, 1050, 3007, 3031, 3503, 3503.5, 3511,
3513, and 3801.6 Fish and Game Code. Title 50, Code of Federal Regulations,
Parts 21.29 and 21.30, and California Penal Code Section 597.

(c) Specific Technology or Equipment Required by Regulatory Change: None.
(d) Identification of Reports or Documents Supporting Regulation Change: None.
(e) Public Discussions of Proposed Regulations Prior to Notice publication: None.
Description of Reasonable Alternatives to Regulatory Action:

(a) Alternatives to Regulation Change:



During and since the previous update of the falconry regulations in 2013, the public
and licensed falconers provided recommendations for amendments to the
regulations. Those recommendations that were accepted are enumerated in the
ISOR. Some alternatives were rejected for the following reasons (subsection
citations are to the revised numbering of the amended text):

8670(a)(2): A valid original hunting license and falconry license are the only
documents required to practice falconry. If other documents are required, they
should be specified by the Department.

Rejected: Other documentation that may be required is noted throughout the
regulation, for example, permission to fly on private land, documentation that
falconer is assisting in rehabilitation, permission to fly another falconer’s bird, etc.
8670(b)(12) Establish a three year license to replace the current single year
license.

Rejected: Hunting regulations are set by the licen
period starting July 1 and ending the following

ear, which is the 12 month
, and is the same as the

falconry license term, or federal regulatory year. i es, tags, reporting
requirements, and permits issued by the tablished for a period
of one year.

8670(e)(5): Change to read, “A nonresid igénsed falconer or non-U.S. citizen

|d raptors to’ temporarily practice
falconry in California for up to 12
a California falconry license.”

and qualifications for the ped in these regulations the licensee should
be granted a licg [

e authority to determine if a falconer meets the

1 any falconry class.

8670(e)(6)(A)4.: Che to read, “An Apprentice falconer may only capture from
the wild or possess @&passage red-tailed hawk or an American kestrel of any
age.”

Rejected: 50 CFR 21.29(c)(2)(i))(E) states that the apprentice “may take raptors
less than 1 year old, except nestlings.” This same language is proposed as an
addition to this subsection. 8670(e)(6)(A)(4),(B)(2) and (C)(1): In each subsection
for Apprentice, General and Master class, it says, “Apprentice/General/Master
falconer must maintain written proof of legal acquisition.” This is redundant. It is
elsewhere stated that all falconers must report disposition of falconry raptors to
the Department in a timely manner.

Rejected. The Department is requiring written documentation of legal acquisition
to be on-hand so the origin of all birds may be determined. When asked by law
enforcement they must produce a paper record.

8670(e)(6)(B): The possession limits of raptors should be reduced, an
experienced falconer can handle two birds, three at most.

-10-



Rejected. Language in state regulations is consistent with federal regulations.
There is no evidence that more raptors in possession equates to reduced care.
The Department will retain existing language.

8670(e)(6)(C)2.i.: Falconers wanted to add “. . . captured from the wild in
California pursuant to Fish and Game Code 3511, but . . .”

Rejected. Section 3511(a)(1) FGC also states “No provision of this code or any
other law shall be construed to authorize the issuance of a permit or license to
take a fully protected bird.” The insertion of the reference to FGC 3511 in the
regulation would be repetitive and is presently cited in Authority and Reference.
8670(e)(6)(C)2.ii.: Delete the portion of the provision regarding “eagles ...
transferred from a rehabilitation facility” thus allowing Master falconer possession
of a rehabilitated eagle.

Rejected: Possession of eagles with specified origins (not caught from the wild
in California), from a permitted source, and with proofgef legal acquisition, is
clearly stated in subsections (e)(6)(C)2. i.-iii. AM r falconer may possess any
eagle (except bald eagles) within those qualific Section 679 further

provides for the permanent disposition from r. facilities of wildlife
including birds.
8670(e)(9): The falconers disagree with ies for viOlation and propose

that they should be more in line with the
with license suspension and revocation.
Rejected. The Department does
are uniquely tied to the falconry lich
8670(g): Proposed that trapjpi
examined; that some spg
in their juvenile plumage ossible\that someone might legally trap a juvenile
hawk that in fact has a fitr or young, unbeknownst to the trapper. In
contrast, anothe 1 supported year-round take of raptors.

Rejected. Thefe eview did not indicate there was an issue with
take of wild in falconry. Current regulations restrict age and

aken fflom a nest. Other restrictions are also instituted, such
as limitations on per of goshawks in the Tahoe Basin, limitations on the
number of prairie fal@@ns statewide, and seasonal restrictions for merlin.
Therefore, the current language will be retained.

8670(g)(7): Suggested that the Department add ferruginous hawk to the list of
allowed species.

Rejected. Due to species decline as described in the Final Environmental
Document (FED) using best available population/trend data, the ferruginous
hawk was taken off the list of allowed raptors. There is no new data to indicate a
change from the conclusions of the FED.

8670(g)(7)(A): Suggested removing the limit on Northern Goshawk in the Tahoe
Basin.

Rejected. Analysis in FED was based on best available population/trend data.
There is no change in knowledge from when the FED was completed.
8670(g)(7)(H): Suggested removing statewide limit on prairie falcon.

number of yo
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Rejected. Analysis in FED was based on best available population/trend data.
There is no change in knowledge from when the FED was completed.
8670(g)(7)(K): Falconers suggested that the dates and terms of the Special
Capture Drawing and Permit appear to exclude spring captures and should be
changed.

Rejected. A permit to obtain a raptor with quota is issued in July and will be valid
for one year, including the following spring. However, new drawing dates move
the drawing closer to the issuance of the special permit in June.

8670(h)(3): Falconers want to be able to obtain healthy rehabilitated raptors from
rehabilitation facilities.

Rejected. This entire subsection is removed because it is inconsistent with other
regulations in Title 14. Subsection 679(f)(4), Title 14, states: “ If any
[rehabilitated] animal cannot be released, it shall be transferred to a zoological
garden, museum, college, university, or other educati@n/research institution or
wildlife exhibitor.” The current provision does not i de falconers.

8670(h)(6) and (12): Add language referencing limits which must not
exceed percentage of body weight because of two transmitters to
ecause the extra

ht limits was considered as a
very small percentage of the body elght 0 y raptor. However, the
technology of such instruments is e point where the falconer can
choose appropriate transmitters s
8670(h)(9)(D): Falconers
say, “Possession of the
of the falconer.”
Rejected. The clarifica
count dead bird

« the limitations on possession of birds to
will not count against the possession limit

ary, the Department has not and will not
the possession limit described in regulation “for

Department for d ifion. No other person may possess the mount.
8670())(3)(A): Falconer recommendation, “To be consistent with the federal
regulations and the law, the words: “and may enter the premises” should be
deleted (Wardens do not need to enter homes to inspect falconry facilities), and,
add the words “when the permittee is present.”

Rejected: Wildlife officers need to be able to inspect a falconer’s entire

facility. Deleting “and may enter the premises” would hinder an officer’s ability to
inspect inside a falconer’s premise, and could lead to incomplete

inspections. Moreover, adding “when the permittee is present” would limit
officers’ ability to conduct unannounced inspections, which are essential in
enforcing compliance, by requiring advance coordination with the permittees.

-12-



(b) No Change Alternative:

The falconry regulations were last amended in 2013 to conform to federal
guidelines which required states to adopt their own rules governing the sport. At
that time it was understood by the Commission, falconers, and the public that the
new California regulations would need updating and amending. The “No
Change” alternative would not update the regulations and would not meet this
expectation.

(c) Consideration of Alternatives:

In view of information currently possessed, no reasonable alternative considered
would be more effective in carrying out the purpose for which the regulation is
proposed, would be as effective and less burdensome to affected private persons
than the proposed regulation, or would be more cosiéffective to affected private
persons and equally effective in implementing th tutory policy or other
provision of law.

Mitigation Measures Required by Regulat

The potential for significanigs i verse economic impacts that might result
from the proposed reguleé i ve been assessed, and the following initial

impact directly affeéGg business, including the ability of California businesses to
compete with busineSses in other states. The proposed regulations amend the
existing rules for the sport of falconry, primarily for recreational purposes.

(b) Impact on the Creation or Elimination of Jobs Within the State, the Creation of
New Businesses or the Elimination of Existing Businesses, or the Expansion of
Businesses in California; Benefits of the Regulation to the Health and Welfare of
California Residents, Worker Safety, and the State’s Environment:

The Commission does not anticipate any significant impacts on the creation or
elimination of jobs, the creation of new businesses or the elimination of existing
businesses, or the expansion of businesses; and no benefits to the health and
welfare of California residents, or to worker safety or to the state’s environment.
The proposed regulations affect a limited number of falconers in California and
therefore are unlikely to create or eliminate jobs, or result in the expansion or

-13-



elimination of existing businesses.
(c)Cost Impacts on a Representative Private Person or Business:

The proposed amendments do not impose any additional fees or costs to private
persons involved in the sport of falconry.

(d) Costs or Savings to State Agencies or Costs/Savings in Federal Funding to the
State: None

(e) Nondiscretionary Costs/Savings to Local Agencies: None
(f) Programs Mandated on Local Agencies or School Districts: None

(g) Costs Imposed on Any Local Agency or School District that is Required to be
Reimbursed Under Part 7 (commencing with Sectig 500) of Division 4,
Government Code: None

(h) Effect on Housing Costs: None

VII. Economic Impact Assessment
(a) Effects of the Regulation on the Creation ination of Jobs Within the State:

The cumulative effects of the cha
regard to the creation or eliminatio

re expected to be neutral with
in the State.

(b) Effects of the Regulation n of New Businesses or the Elimination of
Existing Businesses \}
The cumulative effe e changes statewide are expected to be neutral with
regard to the ; Wabusinesses or the elimination of existing businesses

within the S

Business Within tf

The cumulative effects of the changes statewide are expected to be neutral with
regard to expansion of businesses currently doing business within the State.

(d) Benefits of the Regulation to the Health and Welfare of California Residents:

The cumulative effects of the changes statewide are expected to be neutral with
regard to the health and welfare of California residents.

(e) Benefits of the Regulation to Worker Safety:
The proposed regulations do not address and will not affect worker safety.

(f) Benefits of the Regulation to the State's Environment:
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The cumulative effects of the changes statewide are expected to be neutral with
regard to the state’s environment.

(g) Other Benefits of the Regulation:

The Commission does not anticipate any benefits except to licensed falconers in
the current practice of the sport in California.

<<&
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Informative Digest/Policy Statement Overview

Amend Sections 670, Falconry, Title 14, California Code of Regulations (CCR).

The falconry regulations were last amended in 2013 to conform to federal guidelines
which required states to adopt their own rules governing the sport. At that time it was
understood by the Commission, falconers, and the public that the new California
regulations would require updating and amendment to bring the regulations more in line
with the current practice of falconry in California.

Numerous minor edits, renumbering, and clarifying changes are proposed; the more
substantive changes include:

Revising language to be more consistent with regulatory language standards (e.qg.,
using lower-case for all headers, renumbering subsecti@fs, appropriate references
for websites, replacing “regulatory year” with “licens r,” reference to expired
licenses, references to federal regulations).
Allowing falconers to complete reports using th
system found on the Department website at
reporting to the USFWS is required and all
removed.

Amending the definitions (e.g., falco
represent the activity.

Improving instructions to falconers for
wildlife and instructions to foll@w
including fully protected sp :
species (meaning that if take
requirements.
Clarifying licensee
U.S. citizen fal
Adding language
from that member’s
licensed falconer.
Clarifying that a tribal member that does not have a license must apply for a
California license to practice falconry outside the jurisdiction of the tribe.

Clarifying that the exam fee is charged for each multiple examination to recover the
Department’s reasonable costs.

Adding an exam exemption for new resident falconers with a valid out-of-state
falconry license.

Clarifying when inspections are needed.

Clarifying what is allowed and not allowed under an expired license, and what steps
must be taken if a licensee wishes to continue to practice falconry.

Adding terms for renewal, at the Department’s discretion, of a license where the
licensee has been unlawfully in active practice without annual renewal and the
payment of fees.

Regarding written authorization required for certain activities, adding specifications

online reporting
ordingly, no

nt that inadvertent take does occur,
ing “let it lay” language for non-protected

pe treated in the same manner as a nonresident
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that the authorization must be signed and dated with original signature.

¢ Identifying License and Revenue Branch as the point of contact for certain
determinations, with the actual determination being made by Wildlife Branch in some
instances.

e Clarifying the necessity of maintaining a continuous sponsorship of an apprentice;
what period of time will be counted toward a total of 2 years sponsorship; and
sponsor responsibility to assure that minimum qualifications have been met.

e Clarifying that falconers must maintain proper documentation of legal acquisition of
birds and records retention is for 5 years only.

e Clarifying that take of northern goshawk outside of the Tahoe Basin does not have a
limit.

e Adding language that identifies no need for a new inspection if the facilities shared
by multiple falconers have passed a previous inspection.

e Clarifying when the administrative fee applies.

e Revising specifications for applying for the raptor ca
permit, including revision of deadline dates and ti

e drawing and obtaining a

ertain circumstances,
if needed.

e Adding specific language allowing family
if a specific age.

e Deleting the existing provision in 670

watch raptors outside, but only

ay be permanently transferred to
ovides for the permanent
gapcluding birds.
e Clarifying that falconers may, igpossess raptors from rehabilitation facilities
s @back in to the wild.
e Adding text to clarify that
the wild.
e Revising text regas

BENEFITS OF TH

The Commission does no Cipate any benefits to the general public except to
licensed falconers in the cufrent practice of the sport in California

EVALUATION OF INCOMPATIBILITY WITH EXISTING REGULATIONS:

Section 20, Article 1V, of the State Constitution specifies that the Legislature may
delegate to the Fish and Game Commission such powers relating to the protection and
propagation of fish and game as the Legislature sees fit. The Legislature has delegated
to the Commission the power to regulate the practice of falconry. No other State
agency has the authority to promulgate such regulations. The Commission has
searched the CCR for any regulations regarding falconry and has found no such
regulation; therefore the Commission has concluded that the proposed regulations are
neither inconsistent nor incompatible with existing State regulations.



Regulatory Text

Section 670 is hereby amended to read:

8§ 670. Practice of Falconry.
(2)-GENERALPROVSIONS General Provisions.
(1) Any person who wants to engage in falconry activities shall first apply for and be

|ssued an annual falconry license from the department Wh#e—engaged—m—f&leenpy—a

(2) Except as provided in Section 12300, Fish and Game Code, it shall be unlawful for

any person to engage in falconry in California unless they have in their possession a
valid original falconry license, and any document required fogthe falconry activity in

license when hunting with a raptor;

(3) Falconry activities shall be as provided by the Fi
provided herein.
(_)_Applicable regulations adopted by the U S. S rior pursuant to the

Regulations {EFR);-Part 21(Rev vised 07/02/2015), hereinafter
referred to as 50 CFR 21 are hereby inGo
regulatlons ----- : SISRTIA,

) red by this section shall be kept on forms
provided by the department af@ e department's License and Revenue

Branch,1740 N. Market Blvd A 95834; or, submitted to the department’s
online reporting system website

(b) : ions. For purposes of this section, the following
deflnltlons apply

(1) “Abatement” is t ed raptors to reduce human/wildlife conflicts

(2) "Captive-bred rapto the progeny of a mating of raptors in captivity, or

progeny produced throug icial insemination.

(3) "Capture” means to trap or capture or attempt to trap or capture a raptor from the
wild.

(4) “Eagles” includes golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos), bald eagle (Haliaeetus
leucocephalus), white-tailed eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla), and Steller's sea-eagle
(Haliaeetus pelagicus).

(5) “Exotic raptor” is a raptor that has no subspecies occurring naturally in the wild in the
United States and is not covered under the MBTA.

(6) “Eyas raptor” or “nestling” is a young raptor not yet capable of flight.

(7) "Falconry" means the possession, housing, trapping, transport, and use of raptors
for the purpose of hunting or free-flight-training.

(8) "Hacking" is the temporary or permanent release of a raptor held for falconry to the
wild so that it may-survive-en-its-ewn _gain experience and conditioning.

(9) "Hybrid raptor" means offspring of raptors of two or more distinct species listed in
Title 50, CFR, Section 10.13.




(10) “imp“ “Imping” is to cut a broken or damaged feather and replace or repair it with
an-undamaged-another feather.

(11) "Imprint" means a raptor that is hand-raised in isolation from the sight of other
raptors from two weeks of age until it has fledged. An imprinted raptor is considered to
be so for its entire lifetime.

(12) “License year” is the 12-month period starting July 1 and ending the following June
30, and is the same as the term “regulatory year” for determining possession and take
of raptors for falconry as defined in 50 CFR 21.

2)-(13) “Non-native raptor” is any raptor that does not naturally occur in the state of
California.

43)-(14) “Passage raptor” is a juvenile raptor less than one year old that is capable of
flight.

24)-(15) "Raptor" means any bird of the Order Falconiformes, Accipitriformes or
Strigiformes, or a hybrid thereof.
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(16) "Wild raptor" means a raptor removed from the yitd for faleonry. It is considered a

wild captured raptor, no matter its time in captivit whether | ransferred to other
licensees or permit types.

(C) Ak OF GAM D OR NONGAMES %p OR - MAMMA Take of Game
Species or Nongame Blrds or Mammals. Every pefg@n using falconry raptors to hunt or
take resident small game including uplaf@®game spee€ies, migratory game birds, or
nongame birds or mammals in California ‘@’ g by*the laws and regulations related
te-authorizing hunting of such species, inc g but'hot limited to licenses, seasons,

bag limits, and hunting hours.
(1) A licensee shall ensure, tg @ t posSible, that falconry activities do not result in

unauthorized take of wildlife.

(A) If an animal is injurede@s.a résult of unauthorized take, the licensee shall remove the
animal from the raptof@ lhsportithe injured animal to the nearest wildlife
rehabilitation cente
(B) If an animal is kill€ sult of an unauthorized take, the licensee may allow a
falconry bird to feed on't Jut the licensee shall not possess the animal and shall
leave the kill at the site whee taken.

(2) The take shall be reported to the department, with the band or tag number of the
species taken (if any), as set forth in subsection (f).

(d)
Take of State or Federal Threatened or Endangered Species. It is unlawful to take state
or federally listed threatened, endangered, or candidate wildlife, or wildlife designated
as fully protected within the State of California.

(1) A licensee shall ensure that falconry activities do not cause the take of state or
federally threatened or endangered or fully protected wildlife, for example, by avoiding

fIylng a raptor in the V|C|n|ty of the Ilsted spemes Any—threatened—ependangered-bwd—




(2) Any take shall be reported by the licensee to the nearest U.S. Fish and Wildlife

SerV|ce (USFWS) Ecologlcal Services Field Office and the nrearest-departmentregional
department ‘s License and Revenue Branch within 10

calendar days of the kill. The licensee shall report his or her name, falconry permit

number, date, species and sex (if known) of the an|maI taken, and exact location of the

kill

@—Gede—ef—Fede#al—Regatatlens as provided in 50 CFR 21.

(e) HHSENSING Licensing.

(1) FALCONRY-LICENSES Falconry Licenses: A falconry license is issued in one of

three falconry classes listed in subsection (e)(6) and may be issued to a:

(A) California resident, nonresident, or non-U.S. citizen, who is applying for-histherfirst

a new license;

(B) California-resident-ernonresident licensee who is applying to renew a lapsed-license

that has not been expired for more than 5 years;

(C) California—+resident licensee who is applying to renew ense that has nottapsed

expired; and,
(D) Nonresident or non-U.S. C|t|zen falconer who h
from another state or country-s

prior-to-becoming-aresident.
(2) Appllcat|on OfL i :
(A) The applicant for a new license-e iS€ shall submit a completed New

Falconry License Application_with the nom
the address listed on the application.

(B) The applicant for alicense-rengwal of se that has not been expired for more
than 5 years, shall submit a cogaplete nry License Renewal Application_with the
nonrefundable fee, as specifi & i to the address listed on the application
(C) The department may |ss e Seand renew existing-orlapsed-expired
I|censes Wlth the conditios ines are necessary to protect native wildlife,

and/or human health and safety.

21.29 through 21.30, and the information | am submitting is complete and accurate
to the best of my knowledge and belief. | understand that any false statement herein
may subject me to cancellation of the application, suspension or revocation of a license,
and/or administrative, civil, or criminal penalties. | understand that my facilities,
equipment, or raptors are subject to unannounced inspection pursuant to-Seetier
subsection 670(j), Title 14, of the-GER California Code of Reqgulations. | certify that |
have read, understand, and agree to abide by, all conditions of this license, the
applicable provisions of the-FGE Fish and Game Code, and the regulations

promulgated thereto | certify that t—am—net—eu#ently—unde#any—ﬁsh—and—\%td%mense

preeeedmgs—pendmg—that weutd—there are no pendlnq or previous qual or

administrative proceedings that could disqualify me from obtaining this license.” The
application shall be submitted with the applicant’s original signature.




B)YEXRPERIENCE-(E) Experience. The department shall consider an applicant's

falconry experience acquired in California, as well as another state or country when
evaluating-reviewing an application for any class of license. The department shall
determine which class level-of falconry license is appropriate, consistent with the class
requirements herein and the documentation submitted with the application
demonstrating prlor falconry experience.

An applicant shall correctly answer at least 80
examination. Any applicant who fails to pass the ination may take another
examination no earlier than the next busii ] ing the day of the failed
examination._The applicant shall submlt : able Falconry Examination fee
each time the applicant takes an e

f the questions to pass the

1. An applicant who provides ( of successfully passing a federally
approved examlnatlon Qe at has had its falconry regulations certified as

California falconry-permit license.
or non-U.S. citizen falconer who has a valid falconry

3. The applicant is a member of a federally recognized tribe and has a valid falconry
license issued from that member’s tribe.

(B) After successfully passing the falconry examination, the raptor housing facility, if
any, of a new applicant shall pass an inspection and be certified by the department,
pursuant to subsection (), before a license may be issued.




(4) Expired License. A license for the practice of falconry expires and is not valid unless
renewed annually with the required application form and payment of fees as specified in
Section 703.

(A) It shall be unlawful for any person to practice falconry, including possession of
falconry raptors, without a valid license in their possession.

(B) If a license has not been renewed for a period less than 5 years from the expiration
date on the license, the license may be renewed at the class held previously if the
applicant provides proof of licensure at that class.

(C) If a license has not been renewed for a period of more than 5 years from the
expiration date on the license, it shall not be renewed. The applicant shall apply for a
new falconry license and successfully complete the examination as set forth in
subsection (e)(3). Upon passing the examination and the payment of the annual license
fee a license may be issued at the class previously held if the applicant provides proof
of prior licensure at that class.
(5) NONR C
California and Non-U.S. Citizens.

(A) A person who is a member of a federally recogn d has a valid falconry
license from that member’s tribe shall be conside at licensed falconer for
purposes of this subsection (e)(5).

A)(B) A nonresident licensed falconer or non- en licensed falconer may

without being required to obtain a Califo
B)-1. A nonresident licensed falconer or
raptors held for falconry by practice raptors from a licensed California
falconer, provided that_signed ‘ n-permission_authorization is given to the
nonresident or non-U.S. citizg —Fhis_The original written authorization
must be carried with-him/her-While Mg porting the licensee while in possession

of the raptor.

{S)-2. A nonresident or non-U.S. citizen-edtrently licensed falconer
shall provide and t tain Tacilities and equipment for raptors in histherthe
licensee’s possessio practicing falconry in California. Temporary

facilities shall meet the
provisions described in sult
CFR 21.

3. A nonresident licensed falconer or non-U.S. citizen licensed falconer may house
raptors in histherthe licensee’s possession at another licensed falconer’s facilities while
temporarily practicing falconry_in California.

(C) A nonresident licensed falconer or non-U.S. citizen licensed falconer applying for a
falconry license in California shall submit proof of a valid falconry license held from the
licensee’s tribe, state or country along with the completed New Falconry Application and
Fee and pass a facility inspection pursuant to subsection ().

(D) A nonresident or non-U.S. citizen applicant applying for a falconry license in
California but not possessing a valid original falconry license from the applicant’s tribe,
state, or country of origin shall submit the completed New Falconry License Application
and Fee, and pass the examination and pass a facility inspection pursuant to (e)(3)
herein.

afdls in these regulations, including but not limited to
ction (j), and pursuant to-Fitle-50,-CFR,-Seetion21-29 50




(6)-FALCONRY-CLASSES Falconry Classes. There are three classes of licensed
falconers in California: Apprentice falconer, General falconer, and Master falconer. The
department at its sole discretion may issue a falconry license in one of these classes to
an applicant who meets the requirements and qualifications for the class as described in
these regulations.

(A)-APPRENTHCEFALCONER Apprentice Falconer.

1.-AGE _Age. An applicant for an Apprentice falconer license shall be at least 12 years of
age at the date of application. If an applicant is less than 18 years of age, a parent or
legal guardian shall co-sign the application and shall be legally responsible for activities
of the Apprentice falconer.

2.-SPONSORSHIP Sponsorship. A sponsor is required for at least the first two years in
which an Apprentice falconry license is held, regardless of the age of the Apprentice
falconer. A sponsor shall be a Master falconer or a General falconer who has at least
two years of experience at the General-Falconerlevel falconer class. A sponsor shall
certify in writing to the department that the sponsor will asgist the Apprentice falconer,
as necessary, in learning the husbandry and training o rs held for falconry;

if sponsOrship terminates.

3. ponsorship. If sponsorship is
terminated, an Apprentice falconer and-histher th rentice’s sponsor shall
immediately notify the department’s Lice . e Branch in writing. Fera
license-toremain-valid; The license shall Be va aly IF'the Apprentice falconer shal

acguire-acquires a new sponsor within 30 € alef dar days from the date sponsorshlp is

terminated, and—prewde

certlflcatlon de

sponsor, and no subgséq shaII be issued until the required two years
reguirements of sp

possess for falconry pu 0 more than one wild or captive-bred red-tailed hawk
(Buteo jamaicensis) or A an kestrel (Falco sparverius) at any one time, regardless
of the number of state, tribal, or territorial falconry licenses in possession and only as
long as the raptor in possession is trained in the pursuit of game and used in hunting.
An Apprentice falconer may only capture from the wild or possess a passage red-tailed
hawk or an American kestrel. The Apprentice may take raptors less than 1 year old,
except nestlings. Apprentice falconers are not required to capture a wild raptor
themselves; the raptor can be transferred to himfherthe Apprentice by another licensee.
An Apprentice falconer may not capture from the wild or possess an eyas raptor or a
raptor that is imprinted on humans. An Apprentice falconer must maintain written proof
of legal acquisition.

5.4NSRPECHON-OFFACHITHES Inspection of Facilities. After successfully passing the
falconry examination, the facility of an Apprentice applicant shall pass an inspection and
be certified by the department, pursuant to subsection (j), before a license may be
issued.




6.-ADVANCEMENTFROM-ARPRENHCE-CLASS Advancement From Apprentice
Class. An Apprentice falconer shall submit a completed Apprentice Falconer's Annual
Progress Report, as specified in Section 703, to the address listed on the report. The
report shall demonstrate that the Apprentice falconer has practiced falconry with a
raptor at the Apprentice level-class for at least two years, including maintaining, training,
flying, and hunting with the raptor for at least four months in each-regulatory license
year, and a summary of the species the Apprentice possessed, how long each was
possessed, how often each was flown, and methods of capture and release. Within the
report, the sponsor shall certify in writing to the department that the Apprentice falconer
has met the requirements of these regulations. No falconry school program or education
shall be substituted for the minimum period of two years of experience as an Apprentice
falconer.

(B)-GENERAL-FALCONER General Falconer.

1.-AGE Age. General falconers shall be at least 16 years of
than 18 years of age, a parent or legal guardian shall co-
be legally responsible for activities of the General falc
2. POSSESSION-OFRAPTORS Possession of Rap
possess for falconry purposes any wild raptor spe

e. If an applicant is less
the application and shall

eral falconer may

3s listed in section{gX5) (0)(6),

alconiformes, Accipitriformes,

er state or country. federathy-or

- A General falconer must
oner shall possess no more

than three raptors for use in falconry ata
tribal, or territorial falconry license on; and only two of these raptors may be

wild-caught. Only eyas or passafje re 3

@ jrginianus) may be captured at any age.

ROM-GF RA 3S Advancement From General Class A

General falconer shaII
training, flying, and th thedsaptor, at the General level—class for at least five
years before adva falConer. No falconry school program or education
shall be substituted 18 m period of five years of experience as a General
falconer.
(C)-MA aster Falconer.
1. Possession of Raptors. A Master falconer may
possess for falconry purposes any wild raptor species listed in subsection-{g}5) (9)(6),
and-any captive-bred or hybrid of any species of Order Falconiformes,-the-Order

Accipitriformes, or the-Order-Strigiformes, or_any legally acquired-federally-orstate-listed
threatened-erendangered-species raptor from another state or country. A Master

falconer must maintain written proof of legal acquisition. A Master falconer may possess
any number of raptors except-hefshe the licensee shall possess no more than five wild-
caught raptors for use in falconry at any one time, regardless of the number of state,
tribal, or territorial falconry licenses in possession. Only eyas or passage raptors may be
wild-caught; except American kestrel (Falco sparverius) or great horned owl (Bubo
virginianus) may be captured at any age.




2.-POSSESSION-OFEAGLES Possession of Eagles. A Master falconer may possess
up to three eagles with proof of legal acquisition at any one time, except no bald eagle
may-shall be possessed.

i. Eagles may-shall not be captured from the wild in California,-but-may

ii. Eagles may only be obtained from-captive-breeders-imported-from-anotherstate;or
transferred from a rehabilitation facility if the eagle is not releasable a permitted source.

iii. Eagles originating in California from a licensed California rehabilitation facility may be
temporarily transferred to a Master Falconer for the purpose of rehabilitation in
accordance with 50 CFR 21, and with subsection (h)(3) herein.

iv. The department shall authorize in writing which species of eagles a Master falconer
may possess pursuant to-Fitle-50-CFR-Seetion-21-29(e){iv) 50 CFR 21. The Master
falconer shall submit a_written request for this authorization and include a resume of
histher the licensee’s experience in handling large raptors such as eagles, and two
letters of recommendation to the department’s License and Revenue Branch. The
resume documenting experience shall include informatio out the type of large raptor
species handled, such as eagles or large hawks, the t duration of the activity in

' nces who can verify the

zoos, rehabilitating large raptors, or sciefil
shall also assess the licensee’s ability to €& agleS and fly them in falconry. The
department may deny a request fQ [
applicant has less than the eq
or, at the department’s discr
recommendation the applica
falconry.

(7)-FEES Fees. The b
Section 396. Falco
the following:

ears of experience handling large raptors
ent determines that based on a letter of
of caring for the eagle or flying it in

onry license is specified in Fish and Game Code
specified in Section 703 of these regulations for

Application Fee when appWNing for a new license or renewing a license.
(B)-EXAMINATHON Examination. An applicant shall submit a nonrefundable Falconry
Examination Fee each time-he-orshe-appliesto-take the applicant takes an
examination.

(C)HINSPECHON Inspection. An applicant or licensee shall submit a nonrefundable
Inspection Fee prior to the department inspecting-histher the licensee’s facilities,
raptors, if present, and equipment. The Inspection Fee provides for inspections of up to
five enclosures.

1. If a facility has more than five enclosures, an additional inspection fee is required for
every additional enclosure over five.

2. If the applicant or licensee is sharing an existing raptor facility with another licensed
falconer, and possesses proof of a passed inspection, there is no requirement for an
additional inspection.




(D)-RE-INSPECTHON Re-inspection. An applicant shall submit an additional
nonrefundable Inspection Fee when his-er-herthe licensee’s facility has failed to pass a
previous inspection.

(E)-ADMINISTRATVE-PROCESSING_Administrative Processing. An applicant shall
submit a nonrefundable Administrative Processing Fee for each-FederalForm-3-186A
Resident Falconer Raptor Capture, Recapture and Release Report submitted to the

department’s License and Revenue Branch when not using the USFW-S’s-electronic
department’s online reporting system-en-line-at

renewal of an existing ordapsed expired license if:
(A) The applicant or licensee has failed to comply wij

local governlng entity in any other state, 0 the care and licensing of
raptors, so long as the failure to comply i a violation of the Fish and
Game Code, regulations related tgQ e 147 or Penal Code Section 597;

(C) The applicant or licensee hg ply with any provision of any federal
statute, regulation, or rule thz ﬁ care and Iicensing of raptors, including
but not limited—+ R < ORS -

(D) The department sh
license if the applicag
necessary to obtaiq@
department shall not 3
applicant may suppleme pplication by providing the missing required information
or materials. If sent by U.S@ail or other carrier, these materials shall be postmarked no
later than 30 calendar days after the date of the proof of service accompanying the
department’s notification. If the 30 calendar day deadline falls on a weekend or holiday
the submission of additional information or materials will be accepted until the close of
business on the first state business day following the deadline to submit additional
information or materials. The department may extend this deadline for good cause. If
denied, the applicant or licensee may submit a new application at any time.
(9)-SUSPENSION-AND-REVVOCAHON Suspension and Revocation. Any license issued
pursuant to these regulations may be suspended or revoked at any time by the
department for failure to comply with regulations adopted pursuant to the Fish and
Game Code related to raptors, Fish and Game Code Section 1054, or Penal Code
Section 597. If the licensee has been convicted in a court of competent jurisdiction of
violating one of these provisions, the suspension or revocation shall take effect
immediately. If the licensee has not been convicted, the suspension or revocation shall




take effect when the time to request an appeal-pursuantto-subsection{e}{tl) as

described herein has expired. A timely request for an appeal will stay the department’s
suspension or revocation if the licensee was not convicted as described above.
(10)-PROOF-OF-SERVCE Proof of Service. All notices sent from the department to-an
a falconry applicant or licensee-pursuant-to-subsections{e}{8)-or{e}9) as described
herein shall include a proof of service that consists of a declaration of mailing, under
penalty of perjury, indicating the date of mailing the department’s notification, denial, or
other correspondence.

(11)-ARPPEAL _Appeal. Any applicant or licensee who is denied a license, an amendment
to an existing license or has a license suspended or revoked by the department
pursuant to these regulations may appeal that denial, amendment, suspension, or
revocation by filing a written request for an appeal with the commission. If sent by U.S.
mail or other carrier, a request for an appeal shall be postmarked no later than 30
calendar days after the date of the proof of service accompasying the department’s
notice of denial, suspension, or revocation. If submitted elé€tronically or by facsimile, it
shall be received no later than 30 calendar days after e of the proof of service.
The commission shall not accept a request for an a

on the first state business day following the 30 day deadline to submit a
request for appeal.

(12)-RECORD-KEEPRING Record Keepi
related records (hard copy or electronic)

falconry license, raptor transfer records, c

import or export documentationgSponsorsh
the department, and all healtk # of rap

all retain copies_of all falconry-
t limited to the applicant’s
elease and disposition records,
information, annual reports submitted to
s possessed pursuant to the falconry

license (Falconry Records) fO ars :
(13)-NAME-OR-ABDRESS.CHANKGE Name or Address Change. The licensee shall
notify the departme I andiRevenue Branch, in writing, of any change of name
or mailing address dardays of the change. Facility address changes
must be reported wit i ghdar business days of the change.
(fl-RERPORTINGREQ AEMNTS Reporting Requirements.




(1) Licensees are required to report all raptor acquisition and disposition information

using the Resident Falconer Raptor Capture, Recapture and Release Report within 10
calendar days to the department’s online reporting system.

(A) For raptors acquired from the wild or released back to the wild, submission shall
include information about the county of capture/release, date of capture/release, a
description of the capture/release site, a description of the capture method, species
information, and Latitude/Longitude coordinates of capture/

orting system, the licensee
tment’s License and
Revenue Branch, or the licensee may report over th to the License and
Revenue Branch. The information will be entered ent’s online reporting
system by department staff, and the departme
Administrative Processing Fee, as specified in

report using the Falconry Hunting Take R pecified in Section 703,
summarizing the number and type.g S en while hunting, counties hunted,

and birds used in hunting duri acent license year, as well as any

4)-(3) Upon applying for lice
the license, whichever cen

quallfylng experience for future licenses.

: AMED Capturing Raptors From the Wild.
QA Resrelen{—resment Ilcensed falconer may not capture more than two raptors from
the wild during the regulatery-license year and only as authorized for each falconry
class license.
2) A Nen%esqelen{—nonregdent licensed falconer with-a-license-to-practice-falconry-n-a
may request to capture
within California one wild raptor of the spemes speC|f|ed in subsection{g)#A (9)(8),
excluding species with capture quotas, and shall submit to the department’s License
and Revenue Branch a complete Nonresident Falconer Application for Raptor Capture
Permit, as specified in Section 703. The permit issued shall be valid beginning on July 1
and ending on June 30 of the following year, or if issued after the beginning of the
permit year, for the remainder of that permit year. Whether successful or unsuccessful
in capturing a raptor, the nonresident licensed falconer shall submit a complete
Nonresident Falconer Raptor Capture Permit and Report, as specified in Section 703.
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Nonresidents shall only capture raptors from the wild in accordance with the conditions
of the permit. Nonresidents that request to capture species with capture quotas must
submit_an application for the random drawing, as specified in subsection{g}{AK)_(a)(9).
(3) Non-U.S. citizens are not eligible to capture any California wild raptor.

3)-(4) Raptors may be captured by trap or net methods that do not injure them. The
licensee shall identify all set traps with the name and address of the licensee and shall
check such traps at least once every 12 hours, except that all snare type traps shall be
attended at all times when they are deployed.

4)-(5) A licensee shall be present during the capture of a raptor from the wild; however
another General or Master licensed falconer may capture the raptor for the licensee. A
licensee’s presence during capture includes attendance of snare traps, or attendance
while checking non-snare traps at least once every 12 hours. If a licensee has a long-
term or permanent physical impairment that prevents-himfher the licensee from
attending the capture of a raptor for use in falconry, then angther licensee may capture
a bird for the licensee without-him/her the licensee being gf€sent. The licensee is
responsible for reporting the capture. The raptor will ¢ one of the two raptors the

(Accipiter striatus), red-tailed hawk (Buteo jam i), red-shouldered hawk (Buteo
lineatus), merlin (Falco columbarius), American k | (Falco sparverius), prairie falcon
(Falco mexicanus), barred owl (Strix va rned owl (Bubo virginianus).

£6)-(7) No more than two nestlings of the
during the regulateny-license year.

be captured by the same General 9 ;
emoved from any nest. At least one

A-(8) The following restrictio otal, cumulative capture of wild raptors
among all licensees. Thesexes ons are in addition to the limitation of two wild
raptors per licensee g [ Hatory-license year.

(A) : s z Goshawk.

No m awk may be captured within the Lake Tahoe Basin

or location of Northern goSl@Wwk captured in the balance of the state during the license
ear.
1. The Lake Tahoe Basin area is defined as those portions of Placer, El Dorado, and
Alpine counties within a line: beginning at the north end of Lake Tahoe, at the
California-Nevada state line approximately four miles north of Stateline Point in the near
vicinity of Mt. Baldy; westerly along the Tahoe Divide between the Lake Tahoe and
Truckee River drainages to the intersection of the north line of Section 36, T17N, R17E,
MDM; west along said north section line to the section corner common to section 25,
26, 35, and 36, T17N, R17E, MDM; south approximately one mile along the common
section line; southwesterly to the intersection of the Tahoe Divide and Highway 267 in
the near vicinity of Brockway Summit; southwesterly in the near vicinity of the Tahoe
Divide to Mt. Pluto; south to Mt. Watson; westerly approximately two miles to Painted
Rock; southerly approximately two miles along the Tahoe Divide to the intersection of
Highway 89; southwesterly along the Tahoe Divide to Ward Peak; southerly
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approximately 30 miles along the Tahoe Divide to a point on the Echo Lakes Road;
southeasterly along said road to Old Highway 50; southeasterly along Old Highway 50
to the intersection of the Echo Summit Tract Road; southerly along said road to
Highway 50; easterly along Highway 50 to the intersection of the South Echo Summit
Tract Road; southerly along said road to the Tahoe Divide; southerly along the Tahoe
Divide past the Alpine county line to Red Lake Peak; northerly along the Tahoe Divide
past Monument Peak to the California-Nevada state line; north on the state line to the
point of beginning. NOTE: the area described above includes the entire basin of Lake
Tahoe within California.

(B)-COORER'S HAWK Cooper’'s Hawk. No restrictions on cumulative number or
location of Cooper’s hawks captured statewide during the regulatery-license year.
(C)-SHARP-SHINNED-HAWK Sharp-shinned Hawk. No restrictions on cumulative
number or location of sharp-shinned hawks captured statewide during the regulatory
license year.

cumulative number or

location of red-tailed hawks captured statewide during license year.
(E)RED-SHOULDERED-HAWK Red-shouldered H . trictions on cumulative
number or location of red-shouldered hawks capt [ ring the regulatory

er or location of merlins
Merlins may be captured only

(F)-MERLIN Merlin. No restrictions on cumulati
captured statewide during the regulatery-license

American Kes 1 iCtions on cumulative number or

g the regulatery-license year.

e than 14 prairie falcons may be captured

(H)-PRAIRIE-FALCON Prairie
per regulatony-license year.
(N-BARRED-OWL Barred O *
barred owls captured statewm dul |ng the regutatery—llcense year.

(9) SpeC|aI Raptor Cap !
department to determine distribute Special Raptor Capture Permits to
capture species with guotas, WhICh include one Northern goshawk_in the Tahoe Basin
and prairie falcons from the wild, as specified in subsection{g)}#A (9)(8). An applicant
may be a resident and/or nonresident and must possess a valid General or Master
falconry license at the time of application to enter the drawing. Non-U.S. citizens are not
eligible to enter the drawing.

1-(A) AResident-A resident applicant shall not submit more than two drawing

applications each regulatery-license year.
2-(B) A-Nenresident-A nonresident applicant shall not submit more than one drawing

appI|cat|on each regutatery—llcense year.

Licensees may applv through the department s Automated L|cense Data Svstem at
license agents, department license sales offices, or on the department’'s website, using

a Special Raptor Capture Drawing Application;-as-specified-r-Section—703. Each

13



application submitted must specify the-falconers-namecontactinformation, GO-1b
number-the species he/she-the applicant is applying for to capture from the wild. -and
irelude-The applicant shall submit the nonrefundable Special Raptor Capture

Drawing Application Fee, as specified in Section 703 _for each drawing application
submitted.

-4-(D) Applications must be received by-midnight 11 59 pm, Pacrflc Standard Time, on
Jan%él—May 15 each year

5-(E) Permits are awarded according to an applicant’s choice and computer-generated
random number (lowest to highest) drawing. Successful applicants and a list of
alternates for each species and/or area shall be determined by random drawing within
10 business days following the application deadline date. If the drawing is delayed due
to circumstances beyond the department's control, the depagment shall conduct the
drawing at the earliest date possible.
6—(F) Successful and alternate applicants will be mai
notrfred Unsuccessful applicants shall not be notifie

as specified in Section 703, to the department’ nd Reveénue Branch by 5:00
p.m. on Juhre-1-June 30 each year to cIaim the itV the deadline to submit the fee

business day following the deadllne tos Unclaimed permits shall be
awarded to alternates for that species an on an individual basis, in
the order drawn.

#—(G) A Special Raptor Capturg

who holds a General or Mas @
that the permit shat-be-is valild@O
and the permit shall be iagiia 1 possessron of the permit holder during the capture.
Permits are not transi : alid only for the species, area and period as

specified on the pe
8-(H) A permit holde

nly be issued to a successful applicant
that is vaIid for the same license year

gessfully captures a Northern goshawk or prairie falcon
shall immediately comp apture portion of the permit and shall return the permit
to the department’s Licens@and Revenue Branch or enter it on the department’s online
reporting system within 10 calendar days of the capture. The submission shall include
information about the county of capture, date of capture, a description of the capture
site, a description of the capture method, species information, and Latltude/Longltude
coordlnates of capture site.

9-(1) A permit holder who is unsuccessful in capturing a Northern goshawk or prairie
falcon shall indicate “unsuccessful” on the report card portion of the permit and retura-it
shall return the permit to the department’s License and Revenue Branch within 10

calendar days of the-close-of-the-seasen expiration of the permit.
10--(J) The permit holder shall surrender-histher the permit to an employee of the
department for any act by the permit holder that violates any raptor related provision of
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the Fish and Game Code, or any regulation of the commission adopted pursuant
thereto, and any act on the part of the permit holder that endangers the person or
property of others. The decision of the department shall be final.
8)BANDED-OR-MARKED-RAPTORS-(10) Banded or Marked Raptors. If a licensee
captures a raptor that has a band, research marker, or transmitter attached to it, the
licensee shall promptly report the band number and all other relevant information to the
Federal Bird Banding Laboratory at 1-800-327-2263.

(A) If the raptor has a transmitter attached to it, the licensee may possess the raptor for
up to 30 calendar days, during which time the licensee shall make a reasonable attempt
to contact the-researecher owner of the transmitter. If the researeherowner wants to
replace the transmitter or its batteries, or have the transmitter removed and the bird
released, the researcher-or-his-er-herowner or the owner’s designee may make such
change or allow the licensee to do so before the raptor is released. Temporary
possession of the raptor will not count against the licensee’sgpossession limit for
falconry raptors. If the researcherowner cannot be cont or does not want the
transmitter to remain on the raptor, the licensee may k raptor if it was lawfully
captured.

(B) If the raptor belongs to a falconer, subsection
OHNJURY-DUETO-TFRAPRING (11) Injury D
trapping, the raptor may be put on the licensee
part of the possession limit. If the licensee adds t ptor on the falconry license,
helshe-the licensee shall report the cap tment's License-and-Revenue
Braneh-online reporting system within 10 5 after capture, and shall have
the raptor immediately treated by 3 permitted California wildlife

y license and it will count as

responsrble for the costs of ca ation of the raptor
( : 12) Unintentional Capture. A licensee shall
|mmed|ately release inteéntionally captured that he/she-the licensee is not

(13) Public and Private Lands. A licensee is not
authorlzed to capture ra practice falconry on public lands where it is prohibited,
on private property witho tten permission from the landowner or tenant, or on tribal
government lands without written permission. The licensee shall carry the original
signed written permission while practicing falconry.
(h) ; ;

Transfer, and Disposition of Raptors.
(1)-PERMANENTTFRANSFER OFRAPTOR Permanent Transfer of Raptor. A licensee
may acquire a raptor through a transfer and shall report the transfer by entering the
required information on-Ferm-3-186A-in-the USFW.S's-electronic the department’s online
reporting system within 10 calendar days of the transfer. The number of raptors
acquired through a transfer is not restricted, as long as the licensee abides by the
requirements of histher-the licensee’s class, and does not exceed-histher the licensee’s
possession limit.

(A) If a licensee transfers a raptor removed from the wild to another licensee in the
same year in which it is captured, the raptor will count as one of the raptors the licensee

Possession
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is allowed to capture from the wild that year. It will not count as a capture by the
recipient.

(B) A surviving spouse, executor, administrator, or other legal representative of a
deceased licensee may transfer any bird held by the licensee to another authorized
licensee within 90 calendar days of the death of the licensee. After 90 calendar days,
disposition of a raptor held under the license is-shall be at the discretion of the
department.

(2)FEMRORARY-TRANSFER OR CARE-OFRARPTOR Temporary Transfer or Care of
Raptor. Any licensee who temporarily transfers possession of-hisfher the licensee’s
raptor to another licensee, or allows an unlicensed person to temporarily care for a
raptor, shall provide written notification of such transfer to the department’s License and
Revenue Branch within 10 _calendar days after the bird is transferred. The notification
shall include contact information including name, address, phone number, and email
address of the temporary caregiver.

(A) Temporary possession of a raptor by a licensee shall
calendar days. Temporary possession may exceed 12
is made to the department’s License and Revenue
given. Temporary care of a raptor by an unlicens
consecutive-calendar-day period 45 calendar
person shall remain housed at the licensee’s fa e unlicensed person is not
authorized to fly the raptor.-Fhe-licensedperson nsed falconer in temporary
possession of a raptor may fly the rapto Iconer possesses the
appropriate level-class license.

DO ON_O OR L4A lcancap
S NG S v B ' .

exceed 120-consecutive
dar days only if a request

BYAND.

4 NG-IN-RAP ATON (3) Assisting In Raptor Rehabilitation. A
General or Master falconer may assist a permitted California wildlife rehabilitator to
condition a raptor for its release back into the wild. A rehabilitation raptor pessessed-in
the care of the licensee for this purpose shall not be added to the licensee's falconry
license, but shall remain under the permit of the rehabilitator.

(A) The rehabilitator shall provide the licensee with a letter_of temporary transfer that
identifies the raptor and explains that the falconer is assisting in its rehabilitation._The
terms of the temporary transfer are at the discretion of the rehabilitator to assure the
necessary care of the raptor. The licensee shall have_in possession the letter or legible
copies-i-histher-possession-while-flying-the raptorforrehabilitation: while assisting in
the rehabilitation of the raptor.

(B) The licensee shall return any such raptor that cannot be released to the wild to the

rehabilitator within 180 calendar days unless therehabilitatortransfers-the raptorto-the
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licensee- otherwise authorized by the department's License and Revenue Branch. The

department’s Wildlife Branch will make the possession determination.

(4) Importatlon of Raptors by NonreS|dents or Non-U. S Cltlzen A nonreS|dent or non-
U.S. citizen may temporarily import lawfully possessed raptors into California for up to
120 calendar days. The department’s License and Revenue Branch shall be notified
within 10 calendar days prior to importing the raptor. A nonresident or non-U.S. citizen
shall submit to the department’s License and Revenue Branch official written authority
to export raptors from the originating state or country, along with a health certificate for
the raptor, prior to importing a raptor. A non-U.S. citizen may import histhera falconry
raptor that he/she-the licensee possesses legally, provided that importation of that
species into the United States is not prohibited, and he/she-the licensee has met all
permitting requirements of histherthe licensee’s country of residence. Import of raptors,
including exotic raptors, may be subject to other state and fegeral laws_and may require
additional federal permits.

6} RELEASE-OFRAPTORS-(5) Release of Raptors.

wild caught raptor to the wild in California only to a |

see may release a native,
the site that raptor was
ptor. If the licensee

species
nsegyshall rel

cannot access the site of original capture, the
habitat for that species of raptor.

possession may be hacke@@or conditioning, and shall have two attached functioning
radio transmitters during hacking except native captive-bred raptors shall have a
minimum of one functioning transmitter. A licensee may not hack any raptor near a
known nesting area of a state or federally threatened or endangered, or fully protected
animal species or in any other location where a raptor may take or harm a state or
federally listed threatened or endangered, or fully protected animal species. Only a
General or Master falconer may hack falconry raptors.
8)YBEATH,-ESCAPE-ORTHEFT (7) Death, Escape or Theft. A licensee whose raptor
dies, escapes, or is stolen, shall report the loss of the raptor by entering the required
information on-Ferm-3-186A-inthe USPWS's-eleetronic the department’s online
reporting system within 10 calendar days of the loss. A licensee may attempt to recover
a raptor lost to the wild for up to 30_calendar days before reporting the loss. The
licensee shall also report a theft of a raptor to an appropriate local law enforcement
agency within 10 calendar days of the loss.
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O DISPOSHION-OF RAPTOR CARCASS-(8) Disposition of Raptor Carcass. If a

raptor dies and was banded or had an implanted microchip, the band or microchip shall

be left in place. If a licensee keeps the carcass or parts thereof,-hefshe the licensee

shall retain all records of the raptor. A licensee must send the entire body of a golden

eagle carcass held for falconry, including all feathers, talons, and other parts, to the

National Eagle Repository. Within 10 calendar days the carcass of any other raptor
species shall be either:

(A) Dellvered to the department—A—eareass—may—enty—be—delwered%e—the—department—#

delwery—er if the Ilcensee obtains authorization from the departments L|cense and

Revenue Branch prior to delivery. The department’s Wildlife Branch will make the
determination where the carcass will go. A carcass may only be delivered to the
department if the carcass is frozen; or

(B) Donated to any person authorized to possess the raptor @
(C) Kept by the Iicensee for use in imping' or

parts thereof; or

only.
1. Within 30 days of the expiration of a license,

raptor to the department.
2. Within 30 days of the death of the lic
to the department.
3. In either event, the licensee or
Revenue Branch. The departm
mounted raptor.

possession limit of
licensee’s limit on n
recaptured raptors :
complete Resrdent Falco €

il its capture from the wild count against the
ors captured from the wild. The licensee shall report
's License-and-Revenue Branch by submitting a

to the

department S onllne reportlng system W|th|n five calendar days

(A) A recaptured falconry raptor shall be returned to the person who lawfully possessed
it. If that person cannot possess the raptor or does not wish to possess it, the licensee
who recaptured the raptor may keep it if that species is allowed under-histher the
licensee’s existing license. If kept, the raptor will count towards the licensee’s
possession limit.

1. A licensee who retains a recaptured raptor shall report the acquisition to the
department s Hi Rey , :

five calendar days.
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2. If neither party wishes to keep the raptor, disposition of the raptor will be at the
discretion of the department. The licensee in possession shall contact the department’s
License and Revenue Branch. The department’s Wildlife Branch will determine the
disposition of the recaptured raptor.
AH-USEOFFEATHERS-(10) Use of Feathers. A licensee may possess feathers of
each species of raptor authorized to be possessed for as long as the licensee has a
valid falconry license. For eagle feathers, a licensee must follow federal standards as
noted in—Fitle 50,-CFR;-Section21-29 50 CFR 21. A licensee may receive raptor
feathers from another person in the United States as long as that person is authorized
to possess the feathers. Feathers from a falconry raptor may be donated to any person
with a valid permit to possess them, or to anyone exempt from a permit requirement for
feather possession. Any feathers of falconry raptors possessed by a falconer whose
license has expired or been suspended or revoked shall be donated to any person
exempt from the permit requirement or authorized by permitdo acquire and possess the
feathers within 30 calendar days of the license expirationgStispension or revocation. If
the feathers are not donated, they shall be burned, burj otherwise destroyed.

PURCHASE, BUY, RADE, OR BARTER ase, Buy, Sell, Trade,
or Barter. No person may—shall purchase, buy, seltrade or bar@k wild raptors or any
parts thereof including but not limited to featheg’A licemsee maypurchase, buy, sell,
trade or barter captive-bred, hybrid or exotic raptets sfiarked with seamless metal bands
to other licensed-falconers-persons or entities who'@ke authorized to possess them.

S OF HYBRID,-NON-NATINVE-ANBEEXOHCRAPTORS (12) Use of Hybrid,
Non-native, and Exotic Raptors. When ow, brid, non-native, or exotic raptors
shall have attached at least two fuggtioning o transmitters to allow the raptor to be

located.
4H-OTHER Y OFFALGON BAPTORS (13) Other Uses of Falconry Raptors. A
licensee may use falconry rap educarion, exhibiting, propagation, or abatement.

A licensee may transfe ght raptor to a raptor propagation permit, but the
Ohry for at least two years, or at least one year for a
per’s hawk or American kestrel. A wild-caught raptor

may be transferred ta mit type other than falconry only if it has been injured

a certification from a vete 1an to the department’s License and Revenue Branch
stating that the raptor is not useable in falconry.

(A)-EBUCATHON-AND-EXHIBIFING Education and Exhibiting. A licensee may use
raptors in his or her possession for training purposes, education, field meets, and media
(filming, photography, advertisements, etc.), as noted in—Fitle 50,-CFR;-Section21-29 50
CER 21, if the licensee possesses the appropriate valid federal permits, as long as the
raptor is primarily used for falconry and the activity is related to the practice of falconry
or biology, ecology or conservation of raptors and other migratory birds. Any fees
charged, compensation, or pay received during the use of falconry raptors for these
purposes may not exceed the amount required to recover costs. An Apprentice falconer
may use hisfherthe licensee’s falconry raptor for education purposes only under the
supervision of a General or Master falconer.

(B)-RPRORPAGATHON Propagation. A licensee may conduct propagation activities with
raptors possessed under a falconry permit if the licensee possesses a valid federal
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Raptor Propagation Permit and the person overseeing propagation has any other
necessary state and federal authorization or permits. The raptor shall be transferred
from a falconry license to a federal Raptor Propagation Permit if it is used in captive
propagation for eight months or more in a regutatery-license year. The transfer shall be
reported by entering-therequired-information en-Form-3-186A-in-the USFWS's
eleetroniec_submitting a complete Resident Falconer Raptor Capture, Recapture and
Release Report to the department’s online the department’s online reporting system.
Transfer of a raptor from a falconry license to a federal Raptor Propagation Permit is not
required if the raptor is used for propagation purposes fewer than eight months in a
regulatery license year.

(C)-ABATEMENT Abatement. A Master falconer may conduct abatement activities with
raptors possessed under a falconry license and receive payment if the licensee
possesses a valid federal Special Purpose Abatement Permit. A General falconer may
conduct abatement activities only as a sub-permittee of the aolder of a valid federal
Special Purpose Abatement Permit.

()-BANBING-AND-TFAGGING Banding and Taqqmq

(1) A goshawkperegrine-gyrfalcon-orHarris's-hawk Capturéghfrom the wild or acquired
from another licensee-era-permitted-California-wildife rehabilitader shall be banded with
a permanent, nonreusable, numbered USFWS 0 ba @ if the raptor is not already
banded. Captive-bredrapto rat-are ee-URaERnE VIS HA-SHan-de-bahaea-WHA

seamless-bands: A peregrine, gyrfalcon or Harris'Sthawk legally acquired from another
) ) afeled with'@permanent, nonreusable,
numbered USFWS leg band if the raptor [ ¢ panded.

(A) A licensee shall obtain a perma e, numbered USFWS leg band from
the department’s License and R Bra h%mgmnal—e#ﬁee—pner—te—e&pﬂmng—a
raptor from the wild. The Lic 2 Branch shall report banding data to the
USEFWS

Standardization)-co
shall report the ba

) microchip in addition to the band. The licensee
or the microchip information-en-Ferm-3-186A-in-the
stem-_to the department’s online reporting system when

(2) Captive bred raptors that are listed under the MBTA shall be banded with seamless

metal bands.

3 lIfa band is Iost or must be removed from a raptor in a I|censee S possession, the

licensee shall report the loss of the band to the department’s online reporting system
within five (5) days, and the licensee shall request a replacement permanent,
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nonreusable, numbered USFWS leg band from the department’s License and Revenue
Branch.

(4) After receiving a replacement band from the department’s License and Revenue
Branch, the licensee shall reband a raptor if the original band is lost or removed. The
License and Revenue Branch shall report rebanding data to the USFWS.
4)-Prohibition-on-Defacing-Band- (5) The alteration, counterfeiting or defacing of a band
is prohibited except that licensees may remove the rear tab or may smooth any
imperfect surface provided the integrity of the band and numbering are not affected.

5) Health-Considerations: (6) The department may approve an exemption from the
banding requirement if a licensee provides documentation that health or injury problems
to a raptor are caused by a band. If an exemption is approved, the licensee shall keep
the written exemption and shall carry a copy when transporting or flying the raptor. If a
wild Northern goshawk is exempted from the banding requirement, an ISO-compliant
mlcrochlp supplied by the USFWS shall be used |nstead

Inspections.

(1) tandards and
Specifications. Raptor housing facilities shall me Title 50, CFR,
Seeeen—2—1—2—9(d9-50 CFR 21 at all times Rapt facilities'Shall be inspected and

y license. Thereatfter, a
for housing raptors.

(A) Raptor housing facilities shall protec i
environment, domestic animals, and esc
safe environment.
(B) Indoor (“mews”) or outdoor [ rea”) raptor facilities may be used to
house raptors.

© Falconry raptors may be kep e open at any location;-enly-H-they-are-in

pe either on property owned by a licensee, on
property owned by a 30N where a licensee resides, or elsewhere with property

owner approval.

within five calendar days if the licensee moves histherthe licensee’s permanent falconry

faC|I|t|es to another location by—submrttrng—a—eempleted—%apteeFaemnes—and-Fateerw

department WI|| conduct a faC|I|tv |nspect|on as speC|f|ed |n Sectron 703 and the

licensee shall pay the inspection fees.

(2)-EQUIPMENT Equipment. A licensee shall have jesses or other materials and
equipment to make them, leash, swivel, bath container, and appropriate scales or
balances for weighing raptors-he/she-pessess.

(3)INSRECHONS Inspections. Inspections of indoor or outdoor facilities, equipment,
and raptors shall be conducted by the department. Inspections are required for a new
license applicant, applicants renewing a-tapsed license which has been expired more
than 5 years, and licensees that move facility housing to a new address;and—these
persens. Applicants and licensees shall initiate the inspection by submitting a complete
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Raptor Facilities and Falconry Equipment Inspection Report and fees, as specified in
Section 703. Equipment and facilities that meet the federal standards shall be certified
by the department using the Raptor Facilities and Falconry Equipment Inspection
Report. Equipment and facilities that do not meet the minimum standards and
specifications shall not be certified by the department.

(A) The department may conduct unannounced visits to inspect facilities, equipment, or
raptors possessed by the licensee, and may enter the premises of any licensed falconer
during a reasonable time of the day and on any day of the week. The department may
also inspect, audit, or copy any permit, license, book, or record required to be kept by
the licensee under these regulations at any time.

(B) If a licensee's facilities are not on property owned by the licensee,-hefshe the
licensee shall submit to the department’s License and Revenue Branch a signed and
dated statement_with original signature from the property owner indicating the property
owner agrees that the falconry facilities and raptors may be igspected by the
department without advance notice.

Note: Authority: Fish and Game Code Sections: 20
398, 710.5, 710.7, 713, 1050, 1054, 1530, 1583,
3511, 3513, 3800, 3801.6, 3950, 4150, 10500.
Sections: 395, 396, 713, 1050, 3007, 3031, 35
Code of Federal Regulations, Parts 21.29 and 21.
597.

.5, 3511, 3513, 3801.6. Title 50,
and California Penal Code Section
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State of California
Department of Fish and Wildlife

Memorandum

Date:

To:

From:

Subject:

June 3, 2016

Valerie Termini
Executive Director
Fish and Wildlife Commission

Agenda Item for the June 22-23, 2016 Fish and Game Commission Meeting
Requesting Authorization to Publish Notice of Commission Intent to Amend
Section 670, Falconry, Title 14, California Code of Regulations (CCR)

Charlton H. Bonham
Director

The Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) requests that the Fish and Game
Commission (Commission) authorize publishing notice of its intent to amend Section
670, Title 14, CCR.

The falconry regulations were last amended in 2013 to conform to federal guidelines
which required states to adopt their own rules governing the sport. At that time it was
understood by the Commission, falconers, and the public that these new California
regulations would necessarily need updating. The proposed amendments to the
current regulations are largely to conform to federal regulations, provide clean-up of
existing regulations, and are not substantive in nature.

The Department is proposing the following amendments to the existing falconry
regulations:

e Changes to bring the regulations in line with current federal guidelines

e Changes in reporting requirements to require reporting only to the state, rather
than both the state and federal agencies

e Minor amendments suggested by licensed falconers and the public

e Numerous editorial corrections, renumbering and referencing

If you have any questions regarding this item, please contact Karen Miner, Nongame
Wildlife Program Manager at (916) 445-3685. The public notice for this rulemaking
should identify Senior Environmental Scientist (Specialist), Carie Battistone as the
Department’s point of contact. Ms. Battistone can be reached at (916) 445-3615 or
via email at Carie.Battistone@wildlife.ca.gov.

Attachments
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Damian Sivak, Systems Specialist
Automated License Data System
Damian.Sivak@wildlife.ca.gov

Wendy Bogdan, Chief Counsel
Office of the General Counsel
Wendy.Bogdan@wildlife.ca.gov

David Kiene, Senior Staff Counsel
Office of the General Counsel
David.Kiene@wildlife.ca.gov

Craig Martz, Environ. Program Manager
Regulations Unit
Craig.Martz@wildlife.ca.gov

Mike Randall, Analyst
Regulations Unit
Mike.Randall@wildlife.ca.gov
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