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Central Enforcement District 
 
Warden Estrada and Lt. Dailey responded to a request for assistance by the Mono County 
Sheriff’s Office.  An elderly man forcefully occupied a mountain cabin.  The owners 
requested the Sheriff’s assistance to remove the subject from the property.  Refusing to 
leave, the elder man used his Suburban to ram the deputy’s patrol vehicle and escaped 
back into the residence.  The suspect exited the cabin carrying and pointing what the 
deputies believed to be a high powered rifle before returning inside.  Warden Estrada and Lt. 
Dailey used their high powered Swarovski spotting scopes to conduct long range 
surveillance.  Deputies thought the suspect was carrying a rifle with a sling over the shoulder.  
Lt. Dailey was able to identify the suspected sling as a quiver full of arrows.  At one point the 
suspect exited the cabin carrying a long object.  Lt. Dailey was able to identify the object as 
a long bow and advised all officers in the area.  During the standoff the suspect shot several 
arrows in the direction of the deputies.  However they were well out of its range. 
As SWAT moved in the suspect refused to give up and began shooting a pellet gun at the 
armored vehicle yelling he was not going to go back to jail and that he wanted the deputies 
to kill him.  After five canisters of gas and a forced entry, the suspect was taken into custody. 
 
Warden Dishion received a disposition on an October of 2015 case where a father and son 
were cited for the father giving his adult son his X-9a deer tag to use at the end of the deer 
season.  The son shot and tagged a nice buck using his father’s tag.  Both ended up 
pleading guilty and were fined $1400.00 and are prohibited from hunting for one year.   
 
Warden Elliott followed up on the sentencing of a subject from one of his deer cases.  Despite 
the Department's urging for an arrest warrant and stiffer fines and penalties, the arrest 
warrant was denied and the subject was allowed to plea out to only one of nine filed 
misdemeanors.  He received three years’ probation/no hunting, a $760 fine, and 400 hours 
community service.  The subject admitted to killing multiple trophy bucks out of season in 
consecutive years, while trespassing, hunting in a closed residential area and falsifying deer 
tags, among other violations. 
  
Warden McNulty spent a good deal of time patrolling the Friant-Kern Canal due to the 
increase in fishing activity along the canal.  She also took the opportunity to address 
problems with trespassing and littering.  There appears to have been an illegal dumping of 
trash into the canal which consisted of approximately twenty 5X Butane bottles which are 
typically used in honey oil labs.  McNulty spent a good deal of time netting out the bottles of 
butane, motor oil, brake fluid and trash but thankfully no sheen was detected in the 
water.  She also removed a large amount of debris from the bank of the canal after a 
stripped and stolen vehicle was pulled from the canal waters.   A few days earlier, McNulty 
assisted in the cold recovery of another stolen vehicle which was discovered over the side of 
an embankment and wrecked into a tree in Porterville.  
 
It seemed to be a traffic related month for Warden McNulty as she made an enforcement 
stop on another vehicle driving recklessly, over 80mph, passing over the double yellow four 
times and running cars off the road.  Upon contact with the driver, McNulty noticed a five 
month old infant in the back seat of the vehicle not in a car seat. McNulty arrested the driver 
for reckless driving and child endangerment.   
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Captain Arnold, Lt. Barnhart, Lt. Johnson and Wildlife Officers Alisio, Sheeley, McNulty, Newell, 
Golden, Watkins, Tu, Schales, Conely, and Goode attended memorial services for Tulare 
County Sheriff Pilot James Chavez and Tulare County Sheriff’s Deputy Scott Ballantyne who 
were tragically killed in the line of duty when their airplane went down while patrolling Tulare 
County.  These two men will be remembered as true heroes and their service to the people 
of Tulare County will always be remembered. 
 
While Warden Moss was checking for shore anglers at the Fleming Launch, he spotted a Jet 
Ski operator not wearing a PFD.  Before Moss could make contact with the subject, Moss 
observed the subject add a passenger to the Jet Ski.  The passenger was a two year old boy, 
also not wearing a PFD.  The subject started to do circles near the dock on the Jet Ski and fell 
off the ski with the child.  Moss could see the child frantically trying to stay afloat in the water. 
Moss then rushed down the launch ramp for a rescue attempt.  Luckily, a bystander dove 
into the water and rescued the child before tragedy struck.  The operator of the Jet Ski was 
cited accordingly by Moss for various violations. 
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Headquarters 
 
MARIJUANA ENFORCEMENT TEAM (MET) 
 
Throughout February, MET operators conducted scout, eradication, arrest, and reclamation 
and outreach missions in Shasta, Fresno, Merced, Kern, Tulare, Santa Cruz, Monterey, and San 
Diego counties. 
 

MET Officer Ian Baquirin coordinated and oversaw the 
reclamation of a large marijuana grow complex in San Diego 
County that contained 
several hundred pounds of 
trash and fertilizer, over 7000 
feet of plastic water pipe, and 
several empty bottles of 
Furadan.  The marijuana grow 
site was located on some 

sensitive state waterways and was completely reclamated 
during the first MET generated allied agency operation of its 
kind in San Diego County.   
 
MET operators assisted the Kern County HIDTA task force on a 
marijuana related search warrant in Kern County.  Several 

thousand MJ plants were 
eradicated with four arrests 
made. 
 
MET responded to a Coalinga 
rancher RP that had located a 
PVC line tapped his livestock 
water supply. The pipe was located and traced underground 
into a creek bottom, before the team dug up the 80 foot 

section of PVC pipe and removed it from the area.   
 
WATERSHED ENFORCEMENT TEAM (WET) 
 
With the warming weather and reduced rainfall, Watershed Enforcement Team (WET) staff 
activity is picking up.  WET Law Enforcement (LE) staff is out conducting reconnaissance of 
marijuana cultivation sites with egregious environmental violations.  With no WET attorney 
rehired to date, Administrative Civil Liability Action (ACLA) is on standby.  Cases that run the 
risk of having the criminal statute of limitations expire, are being filed criminally with 
respective county District Attorneys.  Warden Lynch recently filed four environmental 
damage cases with the Humboldt County District Attorney’s Office.  
 
WET inspections were conducted in the following watersheds:  
On Canyon Creek, a tributary to the Mattole River in Humboldt County was being impacted 
by activities on a parcel that has a long history of environmental violations associated with 
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marijuana cultivation.  The investigation is very convoluted because the parcel has changed 
ownership many times in recent years. 
 
Near Little Cow Creek in Shasta County, WET LE staff assisted Shasta Marijuana Investigations 

Team (SMIT) with the service of a search warrant in Oak Run area 
of Shasta County.  The only environmental crime detected was 
the lack of a secondary 
containment on a leaky 500 gallon 
diesel storage tank, which will be 
referred to county Environmental 
Health.  No waterways were being 
immediately impacted.  The detail 
produced one arrest for various 
marijuana cultivation and sales 
charges and felon in possession of a 

firearm.  1450 marijuana plants were eradicated and over 
$30,000 worth of grow lights were seized from several indoor 
grow sites. 
         

On Wilson Creek in Shasta County, a tributary to the Middle 
Fork of Cottonwood, WET LE accompanied Central Valley 
Water Quality Control Board (CVWQB) staff with the 
inspection of a parcel in the Trinity Alps Preserve.  The area is 
known for illegal marijuana cultivation, and for landowners 
whom “lease with an option to buy” parcels to out-of-state 
growers.  This usually entails large down payments (many 
times far greater than the 
appraised property value) 

with a three to five year balloon payment.  Transactions are 
usually conducted “under the table” and the original owner 
regains control after contract (verbal or otherwise) is 
defaulted on; usually as the result of an arrest of the present 
occupant.  The aforementioned parcel was one such 
situation where the landowner tried to claim no responsibility 
for environmental damage.  Water Board staff documented 
illegal grading WET LE documented the unlawful deposition of litter within 150 feet of where it 
could enter state waters (FGC 5652).  Lt. Little will file a criminal case with the Shasta County 
DA’s Office. 
 

On Buckeye Creek in Shasta County, a tributary to Churn Creek, 
in response to a citizen complaint, WET LE served a search 
warrant on an indoor grow associated an Oasis Road 

residence.  The warrant was generated out of a 
complaint that the responsible party grading activity 
was impacting Buckeye Creek.  Overflights had 
revealed a large hoop style green house and about 
a half-acre of grading adjacent to the creek.  Upon 
serving the warrant, the team documented 1-FGC 
1602 violation (substantial alteration to a streambed, 
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bank or channel), 1-FGC 5650 (deposit substance deleterious to fish life where it can enter 
waters of the state) and 1-FGC 5652 (deposit litter within 150 feet of where it can enter waters 
of the state).  Water Board staff was also on scene and 
documented illegal grading activity.  CDFW WET (LE) also 
located 127 live marijuana plants in the green 
house.  The green house and the number of plants were 
in violation of Shasta County ordinances, so the plants 
were destroyed and seized.  In addition, LE located 18 
pounds of processed and 40 pounds of shake in a secret 
room, and a loaded pistol in the bedroom of the two 
suspects.  Both suspects were arrested for being felons in 
possession of a firearm and booked at the Shasta 
County Jail.  The environmental charges and the illegal 
cultivation charges will be filed as a formal complaint with the Shasta County District 
Attorney’s Office.  
 
On an unnamed tributary to Montgomery Creek in Shasta County, WET LE and ES staff 
assisted the Water Board with an administrative warrant.  Numerous Water Board violations, 
as well as four FGC 5650’s and three FGC 1602’s were document.  For a relatively small grow, 
this was some of the worst sediment and erosion violations documented to date.        
 
DELTA BAY ENHANCED ENFORCEMENT PROJECT (DBEEP) 

DBEEP officers conducted two night skiff patrols during a sturgeon derby on the 5th and 6th 
with Officers Trunnell, Holley, Bolla, Manes and Lt. Ikemoto.  A total of 94 anglers were 
contacted with seven citations issued for untagged sturgeon and boating violations during 
the patrols.   
 
DBEEP Officers Simmons and Trunnell conducted a late night kayak patrol on the 

Sacramento River from the Yolo County line to Poker Bend.  
The first group contacted included one subject that was 
associated with a commercial sturgeon case back in 2006.  
Simmons found two juvenile salmon in a plastic water bottle 
in the base of a shrub directly behind that subject’s location.  
The subject was issued a 
citation for possession of 
salmon during closed 
season and use of barbed 
hook while attempting to 
take sturgeon.  Further 

down the river at Poker Bend, Trunnell and Simmons 
contacted a large group that was in possession of a 
“keeper” sturgeon.  Upon inspection of the sturgeon, it was 
only 38 inches fork length (under size) and did not have a 
tag affixed.  The subject was cited for possession of an 
under size sturgeon and failure to follow requirements of the sturgeon report card.   
 
While conducting surveillance on a group fishing north of Sacramento, Warden Bolla 
observed a fisherman catch and retain an oversized sturgeon. Once realizing the fisherman 
was not going to release the fish back into the water, Bolla called for the assistance of non-
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uniformed officers with SOU and DBEEP.  Once the monster of a fish left the river and was on 
the road, the other units took over. 
 
Warden Galli took over as case agent. 
Hundreds of hours were conducted over a 
weeks’ time and it was determined that there 
was enough evidence to do a search warrant 
on the suspect’s residence.  After the search 
warrant and numerous interviews the 
investigation revealed that the suspect was 
unlawfully taking white sturgeon for 
commercial purposes from the Sacramento 
River and selling the meat and caviar.  
Charges will be filed in Sacramento County.    
  
Warden Manes also contacted a sturgeon poacher that entered the Verona boat launch 
ramp with an untagged and undocumented sturgeon. The fisherman was in possession of a 

completed tag but the tag was not attached to the fish.  
The fisherman was cited for his undocumented fish and 
the tag was attached.   
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North Coast Enforcement District 
 
Warden Pascoe investigated multiple neighbor disputes/misunderstandings, assisted with a 
medical aid while on patrol in the Mendocino National Forest, responded to multiple Cal-Tips 
regarding over limits of crappie being caught along the shoreline of Clearlake, looked for 
quagga inspection violations and taught at the Fish and Wildlife Academy. 
 
Warden R. Stephenson spent most of his time this month working Clearlake and checking 
crappie fisherman.  Stephenson also worked with Lt. Freeman to seize a wild deer from a 
citizen’s home.  The people were attempting to raise the deer as a pet.  Stephenson and Lt. 
Freeman seized the deer and removed it from the property. 
 
Warden K. Smith patrolled the lakes and mountains of his district. 
Smith continued working on stopping the flow of an artesian 
well flowing into Soda Creek. Smith worked the extremely good 
crappie bite on Clearlake, observing one suspect take multiple 
limits of crappie. A follow up investigation at the suspect’s hotel 
revealed 130 crappie and 10 bass. 
 
Warden Boele conducted an inter-agency inspection at a 
property near Walker Gulch. The land owner recently created a 
20 foot deep pond.  He filled the pond by diverting five small 
streams into the pond.  Four of the diversions were on stream 
diversions.  There were multiple failing culverts and sediment 
issues related to the pond’s construction.  A formal complaint 
will be filed with Mendocino DA for 5650 and 1602 violations.  

Warden Powers spent most of the month working coastal streams finding very few fishermen 
due to slow fishing and new low flow regulation changes.  Powers cited several steelhead 
anglers for violations involving: fishing without a license, and unlawful use of barbed hooks.  
Powers also arrested one individual who illegally passed his patrol vehicle crossing over the 
double yellow lines on Highway 101 near Hopland.  The individual failed to yield for over four 
miles after Powers activated his patrol vehicles code three lights and siren.  Powers found the 
individual did not have a driver’s license and only had a photocopied identification.  Powers 
did not believe the individual was giving him adequate information on his identification and 
transported him to the Mendocino County Jail.  The next day, the jail called Powers and 
advised him that the individual had been identified through fingerprints and was not the 
person he was claiming to be.  Powers completed a formal complaint against the individual 
for evading and presenting false identification to a peace officer.  Powers also continues to 
work an ongoing abalone case and documented several sales of abalone during the 
Chinese New Year. 
 
Warden Donald White and Lt. S. White participated in a multiagency detail in Willits regarding 
transients illegally camping and littering into state waters.  Numerous citations were issued for 
littering and illegal camping.  Warden D. White and Lt. White also assisted the Mendocino 
County Sherriff’s Office with several search warrants.  One of the cases involved suspects 
allegedly committing armed robberies while dressed up in some type of wildlife officer 
uniforms.  LEOs did not find any type of uniforms at the primary suspect’s residence. The 
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subject was arrested on several Penal Code and H&S related charges, including charges for 
a butane honey oil lab.  

Warden Jacobsen organized a detail for the Super Bowl Sturgeon Derby.  Twenty-two wildlife 
officers and allied agencies participated.  Over the two day period, 686 sport anglers were 
contacted and 18 citations issued for untagged sturgeon, no license, illegal method of take,  

Warden Reed saw a small flurry of activity this month after the partial sport crab opener.  He 
issued several warnings to crabbers who thought Bodega Bay was open to crab fishing.  
Reed issued several citations along the Russian River for unlawful use of hand lines and 
barbed hooks  

Warden O’Brien was assisted by the 3220, 3230, and 3240 squads in serving a search warrant 
at a vintage clothing shop illegally selling the furs and skins of endangered animals in San 
Francisco.  The search warrant produced over 100 pieces of evidence which includes 
possible violations of the California Penal Code, sale of bear parts, the Federal Lacey Act 
and the Marine Mammal Protection Act.   

Wildlife Officers O’Brien, Glau, and Tessler encountered a commercial black cod fisherman 
entering the bay while on skiff patrol.  The commercial fisherman began throwing Dungeness 
crab overboard when the officers made contact and continued throwing Dungeness crab 
overboard, including dumping a cooler of Dungeness crab despite orders to stop.  They were 
cited for commercial take of Dungeness crab out of season and destruction of evidence. 
The officers later contacted three fishermen on a recreational vessel fishing for Dungeness 
crab.  The officers found a total of 70 Dungeness crab (50 over their legal limit with two 
licensed fishers on board) with 36 of the Dungeness crab under the legal size limit.  

The San Mateo District Attorney’s office completed a civil case 
for a commercial fisherman who was cited for waste of fish for 
allowing almost 4000 pounds of Dungeness crab to become 
spoiled in their hold.  Warden Harris discovered the violation 
and the final disposition was a stipulated judgment 
permanently prohibiting any future waste of fish, a $25,000 
penalty fine, $2,000 reimbursement fine to the District Attorney’s 
office, and $3,000 to the California Fish and Game Preservation 
Fund.                                                                                                            

The PV Marlin worked the San Francisco Bay and northern 
California recreational Dungeness crab opener from Point 
Reyes South.  CPFV activity was good reporting easy limits of quality Dungeness crab in local 
waters.  They worked Low tides in Tomales Bay assisting the 3210 Squad with clammers taking 
over limits of Gaper Clams. Several citations were issued for the violations. 

At the Advanced Officer Training awards luncheon, Wardens Foster and Henderson received 
the Department’s “Purple Star” for injuries sustained during the Santa Cruz Skiff explosion 
back in September 2015.  Also honored with a framed letter of appreciation were the 
commercial fisherman and two other fishermen who assisted both officers!! 
 
Warden Jones responded to a CalTIP complaint of numerous subjects harassing a beached 
sea otter on Bennett Slough.  He arrived and detained a subject whose dog was described 
by a witness as having attacked the otter.  He conducted an investigation and will be filing a 
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formal complaint with the Monterey DA and U.S. Fish and Wildlife for applicable State and 
Federal violations. 
 
Warden Meyer assisted the Monterey County Sheriff’s Office and the California Highway 
Patrol with the apprehension of a suspected car thief in a remote portion of the Big Sur 
Coast.  The suspect, with his hands cuffed behind his back and suspected to be high on 
meth, ran away from a CHP Officer and descended down an approximate 1000 foot cliff to 
the beach below.  Meyer assisted the operation which involved lowering deputies to the 
beach via a CHP helicopter and hoisting the suspect to a safe location.  
 
Lt. Schindler responded to a report of a Mt. Lion in a backyard within the city limits of Santa 
Cruz.  Officers R. Walker, D. Walker, Jarrett, Henderson and Schad also responded to the 
scene.  The team was able to keep the lion contained, while Lt. Schindler attempted to dart 
and sedate the lion.  Although the lion resisted the effects of the Telazol, it was eventually 
sedated and taken to a remote area along the Santa Cruz/ Santa Clara County line where it 
was released. 
 
Warden Hampton investigated an individual selling highly invasive Blue-Marbled Crayfish on 
Craigslist.  Hampton and Warden McCoy were undercover when they contacted the subject 
who led them right to all of his crawdads.  They questioned the subject for several minutes 
about where he acquired the crayfish, and the ins and outs of the previously unknown 
underground crayfish market.  Warden Jarrett arrived at the door in full uniform as Hampton 
and McCoy informed him that they were wildlife officers.  The officers continued questioning 
the subject, whose story began to change once learning the true identity of his visitors.  The 
subject was cited appropriately. 
 
Warden Schad responded to a CalTIP report of a trucking company depositing large 
amounts of mulch into Babb Creek and then paving over the mulch.  The initial site visit 
showed the trucking company to have likely been engaging in this act for many years 
resulting in a tremendous amount of alteration to the streambed.  A notice of violation is 
pending and the owner of the trucking company has been cited on other pollution violations 
related to the creek. 
 
Warden D. Walker observed a suspicious vehicle parked within BLM’s Clear Creek 
Management area and decided to wait for the occupants of the vehicle to return.  Two 
hours after sunset he observed a subject walking towards the vehicle with a rifle and large 
backpack.  Walker announced his presence, and identified himself as a wildlife officer.  He 
illuminated the subject with his flashlight and observed the subject’s eyes open wide with 
surprise as Walker approached.  During a compliance check Walker discovered an 
untagged wild pig weighing approximately 50 pounds.  The pig was located in a black trash 
bag strapped to the subjects back pack.  The subject attempted to give Walker several 
excuses for why he didn’t fill out his pig tag.  The excuses included “it was too dark”, “didn’t 
have a pen”, and “left my glasses in my truck.”  Warden Walker determined the subject had 
taken the pig at 1600 hours (plenty of light to fill out a tag), within the subjects backpack 
were two functioning ink pens, and the subject did not need his glasses to locate and take 
the pig.  The subject was cited accordingly. 
 
Most of the 3330 squad assisted in the 24th Annual Ray Azbill Apprentice Pheasant Hunt 
coordinated by Warden Hodel and the 15th Annual Central Coast Women’s Pheasant 
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Hunting Clinic coordinated by Warden Gil.  Nearly 125 participants took part in the two-day 
apprentice program and the one day women’s event.  Public response to the program was 
outstanding with attendance from throughout much of California. 
 
Warden Anderson received a call from county code enforcement of a landowner receiving 
several truckloads of fill dirt and having them deposited right next and into a streambed. 
Anderson confirmed the report and is investigating.  Anderson received a CalTIP report of a 
commercial fisherman shooting sea lion offshore.  The case was turned over to Warden Kevin 
Hare who is continuing the investigation.  
 
Warden Chance issued a depredation permit for a mountain lion that killed a sheep in the 
rural Lake Nacimiento area.  The lion was successfully taken by the permittee the following 
night; however, it was noted two lions returned to the sheep carcass to feed, instead of just 
one.  The second lion left the area only to return a couple of days later as it was seen by the 
property owner “chasing” after his dog.  The property owner scared the lion away and found 
it a short time later eating one of his domestic cats.  He shot at the lion, but thought he 
missed as he could not find any blood or the lion carcass.  Chance confirmed the man’s 
account and issued another depredation permit.  The depredation permit expired without 
the successful take of the second lion.     
          
P/V Steelhead 
 
The P/V Steelhead, with help from the P/V Bluefin crew seized several commercial hagfish 
and spot prawn traps found in the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary.  Violations 
discovered included illegal escapements, destruct devices, abandonment and taking in the 
MPA. 
 
P/V Bluefin 
 
Wardens Cisneros, Dericco and Huntsman successfully completed the two week MLETC 
Maritime Training in Long Beach which covered a wide range of information regarding 
navigation rules and boating law, chart plotting, search and rescue procedures, electronics 
and navigation, seamanship, trailering boats, water survival and defensive tactics and more. 
All three officers graduated with a greater knowledge of boat operations. 
 
Warden Hickey and K-9 Keara completed their annual certification with flying colors. 
Later in the month, Hickey assisted Cal Poly University students that were enrolled in a 
resource law enforcement class with several ride-alongs in San Luis Obispo County.  
 
Natural Resource Volunteer Program 
 
The Natural Resource Volunteer Program North Coast District’s four chapters reported 
donating 390.25 hours in February.  They made 399 contacts in the field, 72 contacts by 
phone and 35 contacts from reports.  
 
Members of the Napa Chapter played a major role in the success of the popular annual 
Steelhead Festival at the Don Clausen Hatchery at Lake Sonoma.  Attendance on the 
unseasonably warm and sunny spring day was in the thousands.  Eight volunteers assisted at 

11 
 



the numerous venues and all team members reported a non-stop throng of visitors who were 
educated and entertained on a day enjoyed by all. 
 

The MARLIN Crew worked the San Francisco Bay and 
Northern California Recreational Dungeness Crab Opener 
from Point Reyes South.  CPFV activity was good reporting 
easy limits of quality Dungeness Crab in local waters 

   
The crew worked low tides in Tomales Bay assisting the 
3210 Squad with clammers taking over limits of gaper 
clams.  Several citations were issued for the violations. 
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Office of Spill Prevention & Response 
 
Warden Ryan Thiem focused on proactive pollution patrol throughout the month of February.  
He found an abandoned fishing vessel along Sonoma Creek.  Thiem made it a top priority to 
secure the vessel before it turned into a bigger problem.  Unfortunately, the responsible party 
sold the vessel to a subject with a minor gambling problem.  It was later revealed the person 
responsible for leaving the vessel was likely still at the casino from the previous night.  The 
vessel sat for two days and it appeared that a night of heavy rain and a tidal swing would 
prove to be the “nail-in-the-coffin.”  Additional pressure was put on the R/O when two thirds 
of the vessel became submerged.  Remarkably enough, the vessel was recovered on an 
outgoing tide without further incident.  
 
Warden Rehse and Warden Thiem doubled up for a couple evening patrols that were fairly 
successful.  One fisherman was written a citation for a hidden striper in the trunk of his car, 
while trying to pass off a 2014 license that wasn’t even his own.  Another group of fishermen 
watched Rehse contacting fishermen further down the shoreline and decided to expedite 
their fishing trip by stashing some shorts and an overlimit of striper in the Ol’ Jansport 
backpack.  They failed to realize a drop off had already taken place as Rehse drove by in his 
patrol vehicle. 
   
Lt. Josh Nicholas responded to Emeryville in Alameda County to assist Warden Scott Murtha 
with a 40 foot wooden vessel that had come ashore and was resting upon the rocks located 
on the SF Bay side of Emery Cove Harbor in Alameda County.  The vessel appeared 
abandoned and showed no signs of ownership.  It was determined that the vessel posed a 
potential immediate threat to the environment due to the large capacity of the fuel tanks on 
board and its location on the breakwater rocks.  Due to the lack of vessel identification 
and/or ownership, OSPR personnel contacted a private vessel towing service.  The vessel was 

removed from the rocks at the return of high tide and 
transported to a safe location in Sausalito.  The Marin 
Sherriff Marine Unit was made aware of this abandoned 
vessel and its fate of demolition.  Imagine their surprise 
when the following day they found the same boat 
anchored out in Richardson Bay with one individual on 
board who admitted to taking the boat and was going to 

make it his home on the water.  Vessel has been removed and destroyed. 
 
Warden Ryan Hanson attended a felony preliminary hearing in SLO County for a commercial 
fishing case made in 2015.  The defendant pled guilty to two counts of fraud/forgery and 
three counts of Fish and Game Code violations relating to commercial fishing.  Subject was 
sentenced to three years’ probation, $2,000 fine and court ordered destruction of fishing 
gear seized during investigation.  The same subject had several court dates in Monterey 
County related to another commercial fishing case made by Hanson and the Patrol Boat 
Bluefin crew in 2015.  Hanson also found a pile of discarded paints and solvents alongside a 
well-travelled road.  Hanson called the local county environmental health department, who 
came out and cleaned up the area. 
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Warden John Amis responded to a CalOES report regarding a 
sunken vessel, leaking petroleum product in Clear Lake.  
Investigation revealed that the 
RO abandoned the 27” boat 
and lives in the town of 
Kelseyville.  The vessel was 
removed from the waters of 
Clear Lake.  Samples were 

taken and submitted to the OSPR Lab.  Upon the return of 
the lab results Officer Amis anticipates filing a FGC 5650 
and 5652 formal complaint with the Lake County District 
Attorney’s Office.  
 

Warden Amis discovered approximately 1500-2000 used canisters of 
butane littered in a tributary to Butte Creek in Eastern Area of Butte 
County.  Officer Amis collected the discharged canisters.   Due to the 
evidentiary value of the items and their common association with crimes 
related to the illegal manufacturing of narcotics – honey hash oil, the 
canisters were turned them over to Butte Co. Marijuana Task Force.  The 
task force officers expressed their gratitude for the help.  
 

 
Warden Amis was dispatched to a call for service regarding an “animal problem” near the 
community of Orland in Glenn County.  Upon arriving, Warden Amis was greeted by a 
witness who reported that two aggressive pitbull dogs had been running at large, chasing 
and killing deer.  It was reported that the dogs had killed three deer over the past weeks.  
Warden Amis conducted an investigation into the events.  Warden Amis discovered one 
freshly killed fawn.  Warden Amis has filed a formal complaint with the Glenn County District 
Attorney’s Office has been filled against the owners of the two dogs for FGC 3960 and 2000.  
 
Warden AJ Russo responded to a potential spill report in Oakland where a vehicle had made 
its way into the estuary.  Russo and an OSPS arrived on scene just after city PD and FD had 
cleared with no action taken.  Russo and the OSPS were met by the owner of the vehicle.   
According to the owner, he stepped outside of his BMW to use the restroom and when he 
looked back the vehicle was rolling down the boat launch.  Russo coordinated with EBRP PD 
and EBRP FD, developing a plan to recover the vehicle.  Crews, including a dive team, 
waited until low tide later that afternoon.  Once the tide was out, divers were able to locate 
and secure the vehicle to a tow cable then pulled it back to shore.  There was no sign of 
motor fluid leaks of any kind in the water. 
 
Lt. Joe Mello and Warden Jacob Juarez responded to a petroleum spill along Macabee 
Beach in Cannery Row, Monterey.  The source is assumed to be a buried underground tanker 
from when the area was an actual cannery decades ago.  There is an ongoing joint effort 
between US Coast Guard, NOAA, CDFW, Monterey County, and the private owner of the 
property to remediate the site with minimal impact to state waters, wildlife, and public 
interests. 
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Lt. Mello and Warden Conely responded to a report of two barrels of 
an unknown substance leaking into a waterway in the Coalinga 
area.  Two barrels were located at an AM/PM gas station and mini-
mart.  No waterway was involved.  The barrels were tagged, 
identifying them to contain gasoline dispenser filters/absorbents.  
Photographs were forwarded to Fresno County Environmental Health 
and an inspector was going to follow up the next day. 
 

Warden Mike Conely was busy with spill 
response. The majority of responses were in 
the oil fields of Kern County.  Numerous 
clean-up operations were initiated as a result of these spills.  
  
Warden Sau Garcia responded to a report 
of paint sheen on the water causing a 
bath tub ring at a marina in Marina Del 

Rey.  After further investigation, it was determined that a sailboat 
owner decided to spray paint his vessel late at night while the vessel 
was in it slip. A formal is pending.   
 
Warden Paul Zurawski handled numerous OES reports during the 
month with several requiring physical responses.  The most significant 
event was a large container vessel, MSC Donata, which was leaking 
LSMFO into the Port of LA.  After soundings of the fuel tanks were 
computed it appeared that the release was very small and in the 30 gallon range.  A formal 
complaint is being complied and will be submitted to the Long Beach DA when completed. 
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Northern District 
 
Warden Embry patrolled the South Fork Eel River in southern Humboldt by boat and by foot; 
he found compliance with the fishing regulations to be low, and Embry issued citations for 
fishing violations.  Embry also assisted the Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office with a “maximum 
enforcement” patrol day in southern Humboldt where the team made five arrests and issued 
five citations for various Health and Safety related violations.  Embry also patrolled the Eel 
and South Fork Eel River’s for illegal river encampments; he issued several citations and made 
several arrests.  Early in the month, Embry responded to a report of a crab fishermen 
crabbing from a pier in Eureka during the demoic acid related closure.  Embry responded to 
the area and contacted a juvenile who was crabbing.  Embry explained the regulations the 
young teen and attempted to contact the juveniles’ guardian who was behaving in a 
suspicious manner.  Embry continued investigating due to the adult’s strange behavior and 
ultimately conducted a Fish Business Inspection, with the assistance of Warden Renner, at the 
guardian’s nearby work place, a local Chinese buffet restaurant.  No violations were 
discovered other than a container of marijuana in the adult’s possession.  Embry issued the 
adult a citation for the marijuana after the marijuana fell out of the adult’s car and the man 
attempted to surreptitiously discard it in a nearby trashcan. 
 
Warden Wells spent time patrolling the South Spit and Eel River Wildlife Areas.  He 
encountered a fisherman on the South Jetty who racked up a hat trick of fishing violations.  
The angler was caught using an undersized greenling for bait to catch lingcod.  The angler 
was successful in catching lingcod but unfortunately one of the lingcod he retained was 
short.  The same fisherman had also retained an undersized cabezon to round out the hat 
trick of violations.  Wells had previously cited this same suspect for abalone violations.  Wells 
worked the late Aleutian goose season and contacted hunters on private lands in his 
district.  Wells spent some time completing an arrest report for a lengthy investigation 
involving a suspect who knowingly shot a number of shorebirds on the South Spit Wildlife 
Area.  Wells met with the Deputy D.A. who has agreed to file charges and an arrest warrant 
will be issued soon.  Wells followed up on two significant streambed alteration violations. Wells 
also patrolled the Mattole River and issued a few citations for fishing violations. 
   
Warden Gallaher received a call from a subject who told 
Gallaher he found a cage trap with a live bobcat inside.  At the 
time, trapping bobcats was illegal in California.  The subject took 
Gallaher to the trap which was covered and camouflaged with 
broken juniper branches.  Based on Gallaher’s experience, the 
trap was located and situated the exact way an experienced 
trapper would set a trap attempting to take bobcats.  Inside the 
trap was a live bobcat.  The trap had a piece of plastic over the 
top for protection of the bobcat.  Trappers are required to 
check traps daily, therefore not needing extra protection for the 
animal.  Gallaher could not find a trap number on the trap, as 
required by law, and foot and tire tracks appeared to be at 
least several days old.   
 
Gallaher talked to the owner of a nearby property used to access the cage.  He told him a 
man comes every Saturday and Sunday during the winter months to access the property 
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where the trap was located.  Based on this information and the tire tracks, Gallaher believed 
the trap had not been checked for about four days.  He decided to leave the bobcat in the 
trap to determine if the trapper was targeting bobcats.  Gallaher found a good hiding place 
and watched the trap for four days in heavy snow, finally a UTV pulled into the property, 
stopped 40 yards from the trap and he watched two men get out and approach the trap.  
He heard one of them say “my, that’s a big one.”  One man walked back to the UTV and 
returned to the trap with a rifle in a two handed carry position.  Gallaher was planning to 
announce his presence hoping to stop the killing of the bobcat but the subject stepped out 
of view from Gallaher at which time Gallaher heard a single small caliber gunshot.  The 
subject cleared off the trap and then walked toward the UTV carrying the trap with the dead 
bobcat in it.     
 
Remaining behind cover for his safety, Gallaher announced himself showing his badge and 
saying “State Game Warden, put the rifle in the bed of the vehicle.”  The subject placed the 
rifle inside the cab.  Gallaher then called him back to his location and approached the two 
men, the subject said “Hey Brian.”  Gallaher performed a high risk area weapons search on 
both men, and cleared them of any further weapons.  Gallaher recognized the subject from 
previous contacts and knew him to be a trapper.  Gallaher has tagged bobcats for the 
subject in the past.  Gallaher asked the subject if the trap was his.  He said “yes.”  The subject 
then told him that he knew he messed up and he would tell Gallaher everything.  Gallaher 
asked for his hunting and trapping license.  The subject showed Gallaher a valid hunting 
license, two sport bobcat tags, but he did not have his trapping license.  The subject said he 
knew it was against the law to trap without a trapping license.  Gallaher asked why he had 
sport bobcat tags if he was trapping them.  The subject told Gallaher he was going to put 
one of the sport tags on the one he just killed.  Gallaher then asked if his trap had a number 
on it.  The subject told Gallaher it did not because “the metal tag had broken off” and he 
knew it was unlawful to set a trap without a number on it.  Gallaher noticed four other traps 
which the subject said had been out but not set.  Gallaher asked why set this one and not 
the others, pointing to the cage on the ground with the dead bobcat.  The subject said “I 
wanted one good one for myself.”  Gallaher told him if the other traps were not set, it is still a 
violation to have them out without a trapping license and without a trap number on them.  
Again, the subject said “I messed up, I messed up.”  Gallaher asked the subject when he 
checked his traps last.  He sighed and said “it’s been over a day.”  Gallaher asked if he knew 
they must be checked daily.  He said “yes.” Gallaher asked the subject what the purpose of 
the plastic over the trap was. He said “protection.”      
 
Gallaher asked the subject if he knew bobcats could not be trapped anymore starting 
November 2015.  He said “yes”.  Gallaher asked what he was going to do with the bobcat. 
The subject told him he was going to tag it and keep it for himself.  Gallaher said “the sport 
tag.”  He said “yes.”  Gallaher explained to him he cannot put a sport tag on a bobcat 
taken with a trap.  Gallaher re-stated that bobcats cannot be trapped, and if they are 
caught must be released unharmed.  Gallaher cited the subject for not obtaining a trapping 
license before trapping, failing to visit traps daily, failing to number traps, and taking of 
bobcat with a trap.  Gallaher warned the subject for attempting to unlawfully tag a bobcat 
taken with trap. 
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Warden Carlson coordinated with the Tehama 
County Public Health Department and the 
Union Pacific Railroad on the cleanup of a 
Union Pacific property in Gerber. It resulted in 
the removal of more than twenty, 20 yard 
dumpsters of trash, multiple loads of tires, and 
several containers of potentially toxic 
substances. 

  
Warden Brennan cited a subject for violations 
related to shooting multiple rounds from a 12 

gauge shotgun into a salmon spawning section of Butte Creek.  
Brennan watched covertly as the subject fired from the 
roadway bridge into the pool of water.  Luckily, the 
subject was unable to successfully take any salmon before 
being contacted by Brennan.  Warden Brennan 
completed an investigation and filed a formal complaint for a case that began the previous 
deer season in D3.  During Brennan’s investigation, he uncovered deer violations against two 
subjects related to the use of an artificial light during hours of darkness, failure to complete 
deer tag, failure to countersign deer tag, failure to notify department of deer kill, use of 
artificial light during hours of darkness, and failure to report steelhead report card. 
 
Warden Doerring received a call from a local trapper who reported 
locating a possible baiting station in the woods while he was checking 
his traps.  Warden Doerring responded to the area and located 
dozens of fresh water clams and mussels scattered around in the 
forest.  Two plastic crates were located containing more clams and 
wire snares that had been set on top of the crates.  The illegal snares 
had already caught some type of animal which was successful at 
chewing through the wire and escaping.  The investigation is on-
going. 
 
Warden Pirtle started out the month citing a subject after watching 
him run onto a pond on private property and shoot at Canada geese and mallards.  The 
second problem with this situation was the waterfowl season was closed.  The subject was 
cited for his violations.  While patrolling the Feather River Bottoms, Warden Pirtle observed a 
subject slowly stalking the riparian strip with his Gamo pellet rifle.  Warden Pirtle watched the 
subject for twenty minutes at which time Warden Pirtle determined the subject was illegall 
using a pellet gun.  The subject was observed attempting to harvest various neo-tropical 
song birds that included shooting a white crowned sparrow and missing nine yellow-rumped 
warblers, and a common bushtit.  The subject was given an education on the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act enacted by Congress in 1918, given a citation and sent on his way after receiving 
a great deal of knowledge regarding neo-tropical song birds that had recently migrated 
from Central America.  Warden Pirtle started a 1600 case on a marijuana grower from Fresno 
who decided to destroy a creek in Yuba County to enhance his green bud profits.  While en-
route to this call Warden Pirtle observed a suspicious vehicle drive up to a residence in the 
area.  Suspecting a residential burglary was about to occur.  Warden Pirtle made contact 
with the suspect who did not possess any identification.  Warden Pirtle was able to sort out 
the details and determined his driving license was suspended, his vehicle had not been 
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registered for three years and he was wanted for an $11,000 warrant for narcotics violations.  
Warden Pirtle was able to thwart the residential 459, tow the vehicle, and book the subject 
into jail for the warrant.  Warden Pirtle finished the month seizing a pet Canada goose from a 
subject after receiving a CalTIP regarding the chap poaching deer.  The subject advised 
Warden Pirtle he stole the poor Canada goose as a gosling from a lake in Sacramento.  
Warden Pirtle seized the goose from its 4X4 muddy pen and released it on a ten acre spread 
where it could live with several other wild Canada geese.  This subject was cited for the 
violation. 
 
Warden Moskat worked multiple late night spotlight patrols in Alpine County in response to an 
ongoing deer poaching investigation.  Moskat also investigated a possible deer poacher 
who reported two highly suspicious deer kills during the 2015 Archery deer season.  Moskat 
testified on two separate salmon poaching cases in Sacramento County.  One case the 
subject was found guilty of using unlawful snagging gear and fined upwards of $480.00 but 
agreed to a reduced fine with the understanding he would serve 24 hrs of community 
service.  The other salmon case involved a subject who had unlawfully snagged and 
retained two salmon and unlawfully took a third fish by hand.  He was found guilty of 
possessing an over-limit of Salmon, snagging, and retaining snagged fish.  The subject was 
fined over $1400.00 for the three violations. 
 
Warden Stevenson continued gathering evidence and obtained a search warrant for the 
vehicle stop made in late January where the two subjects (who both ended up being 
convicted felons) fled on foot and later contacted the El Dorado County Sheriff’s 
Department for assistance, because they were freezing to death.  Both fleeing subjects were 
charged with one felony Penal Code violation.  A Pre-preliminary hearing and pre-dispo 
hearing was held on March 1, 2016.  The driver pleaded guilty and was sentenced to 16 
months in State prison.  The passenger failed to appear and a bench warrant was issued. 
 
Warden Michillizzi scheduled a patrol to the Oroville area where he worked with Warden 
Holley.  The officers issued one citation for entering the Wildlife Area during closed hours and 
apprehended a suspect who had been reported as armed and threatening to kill people. 
The suspect was turned over to the Butte County Sherriff’s Office.  Following a complaint, 
Michilizzi investigated individuals within the Auburn Lake Trails subdivision regarding the 
unlawful feeding of big game.  During his investigation, Michillizi noticed many deer 
appeared unhealthy from consuming large amounts of grain intentionally placed by home 
owners.  Michilizzi also investigated Knickerbocker Creek concerning a streambed alteration 
and inspected a medical marijuana cultivation site near Arrowbee Lake suspected of 
causing water pollution.  Michilizzi additionally patrolled during the night and early morning 
hours for spot lighters. Evidence and information continues to develop regarding the ongoing 
poaching of deer within the north part of El Dorado County. 
 
Warden E. Manes investigated a shooting that occurred on our Spenceville Wildlife Area 
public range with Yuba County Sherriff’s Office.   A man was shot in the foot by another man 
shooting near him.  Manes determined the shooting was accidental, and a result of poor 
firearm safety.  Manes investigated a multi-violation streambed alteration case in Lincoln, 
and is currently working with our Environmental Staff and the property owners to come up 
with a Corrective Action Plan. 
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Southern Enforcement District 
 
 
Lt. Specialist Pourroy was doing an investigation into fish wholesalers for illegally importing live 
non-native abalone into Southern California, when she found a company actively importing 

four species of live fish from Korea.  The fish business had just 
imported 8,378 lbs. of live olive flounder, turbot, black 
rockfish and red lip mullet, wholesale value $76,000, without 
obtaining required, restrictive importation permits. 
Initially the company representative did not admit to being 
in possession of these 
fish, but tried to get an 
importation permit for 
future shipments.  
Another employee sent 

an email to Lt. Pourroy advising her of this recent 
shipment and asked what they should do with the live 
fish. The company’s owner unknowingly cc’d an email to 
Lt. Pourroy, chastising this employee for advising the 
Department of the shipment of live fish stating he ‘didn’t 
care what the Department thought and that it was 
easier to ask for forgiveness than permission’.  

While consulting with Department Senior Environmental Scientist 
Ramey in regards to these four species of fish, it was determined 
red lip mullet had not been previously imported, and has been 
linked to multiple diseases and parasites.  The Department 
biologist would need to complete a risk analyses in order to 
determine if the threat to native wildlife would prevent issuing a 
permit for their live importation.  It was also determined these 
red lip mullet would need to be euthanized.  Warden Nguyen 
responded to the fish business to oversee this process of 

removing the fish from the live tanks and placing them on 
ice.  Lt. Pourroy’s investigation uncovered thousands of 
pounds of live fish that had been finding its way into the live 
fish markets in the Los Angeles area, without going through 
the Department’s permitting process established to 
safeguard California’s natural resources from possible 
disease, parasite and invasive species concerns.  The 
company is now in communication with Department 
biologists, and a formal complaint has been filed. 
 
Wardens Louden, Garber and Dilts were on skiff patrol in Long Beach Harbor when they 
observed two men aboard a 23’ Bayliner motoring in the harbor.  Upon contact, the two 
men stated they had been fishing the day before off San Clemente Island.  An inspection of 
the vessel by the officers revealed 55 undersized lobsters, 17 bonito, 2 California sheephead 
(season is closed), 1 undersized calico bass, and 1 illegal lobster trap.  Both men were issued 
citations for appropriate violations and all fishing gear was seized.  
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Warden McLennan issued a citation to a subject for fishing on board a commercial lobster 
trap vessel without a required commercial license or lobster crew member permit.  The 
subject was a formally licensed and permitted commercial lobster operator who made the 
decision to sell his operation after being charged and convicted, multiple times, of using 
bridle gear inside closed areas, take and possession of undersized lobsters, as well as log 
book violations. 
 
Warden Nemlowill was called to assist U.S. Customs Agents at the Andrade Port of Entry for 
California and Mexico.  When Nemlowill arrived he was handed a bag full of chicken fighting 
equipment.  The bag contained 53 slashers, roll of twine, 
10 hoods, 7 spur holders for the legs and several types of 
medication for chicken fighting.  The subject stated he 
was traveling to the Salinas area and did not know the 
slashers were in the bottom of the cookie box.  Nemlowill 
issued him a citation for possession of gaffs or slashers for 
chicken fighting.  
 
The SED Natural Resource Volunteers donated 1,124 
hours and contacted over 1,141 members of the 
community.  Volunteers participated in programs including Wood Duck nesting boxes, a 
multi-agency for Santa Ana Sucker fish rescue, proctoring trapper and falconry exams, and 
teaching a Hunter Education class.  Volunteers responded to 113 wildlife calls ranging from 
mountain lions to raccoons.  They also attended Wildlife Watch meetings, participated in 
preparing for “The Wild for the Planet” event on endangered species, and assisted with 
Fillmore Hatchery, Trout in the Classroom/Hatchery Awareness and education program. 
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