Item No. 29
STAFF SUMMARY FOR DECEMBER 7-8, 2016

29. MAMMAL HUNTING

Today'’s Item Information [ Action X

Authorize publication of notice of intent to amend mammal hunting regulations (deer, archery
deer, nelson big horn sheep, antelope, elk, and Shared Habitat Alliance for Recreational
Enhancement (SHARE) elk hunts)

Summary of Previous/Future Actions

e WRC vetting Sep 21, 2016; WRC Sacramento

e Today’s Notice hearing Dec 7-8, 2016; San Diego

e Discussion hearing Feb 8-9, 2017; Santa Rosa

e Adoption hearing Apr 26-27, 2017; Los Angeles
Background

Annual proposed changes to the hunting regulations for various big game mammals are
combined for concurrent action under a single rulemaking package. Proposed changes are
highlighted below.

§ 360 (Deer), 361 (Archery Deer), 362 (Nelson Big Horn Sheep),
363 (Antelope), 364 (Elk) and 364.1 (SHARE EIk Hunts)

e The proposal changes the number of tags for all existing zones to a series of ranges
necessary at this time because the final number of tags cannot be determined until
spring herd data are collected in March/April.

e Other minor (nonsubstantive) editorial changes and renumbering may also be
proposed.

e In addition to the proposals listed above, the following section specific proposals are
being presented:

§ 360(c) Additional Deer Hunts

e Hunts G-8 (Fort Hunter Liggett Antlerless Deer Hunt) and J-10 (Fort Hunter Liggett
Apprentice Either-Sex Deer Hunt) provide for hunting to begin on October 8 and
continue for three consecutive days and reopen on October 15 and continue for two
consecutive days, including the Columbus Day holiday The proposal would modify the
season to account for the annual calendar shift

e Additional Hunt G-10 (Camp Pendleton Either-Sex Hunt) provide for hunting to begin on
the first Saturday in September and extend through the first Sunday in December and
allows hunting on Saturdays, Sundays, holidays and the day after Thanksgiving. The
proposal would allow for the calendar shift and allow hunting on Fridays, Saturdays,
Sundays, Labor Day, Columbus Day and Veterans Day.

e Additional Hunt G-11 (Vandenberg Either-Sex Deer Hunt) provide for hunting to begin
on the last Monday in August and extend through December 31. The proposal would
allow hunting to begin on August 28 and extend through October 1.

§ 361(b) Archery Deer Hunting
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Item No. 29
STAFF SUMMARY FOR DECEMBER 7-8, 2016

Existing regulations for Hunt A-33 (Fort Hunter Liggett Late Season Archery Either Sex
Hunt) provide for hunting to begin on the first Saturday in October and end on
November 11. The proposal would modify the season to allow for the annual calendar
shift by opening the season on the first Saturday in October and ending on November
12.

§ 362 Nelson Big Horn Sheep
The Department’s final recommendations will ensure that the take will be no more than
15 percent of the mature rams estimated in each zone in accordance with Fish and
Game Code Section 4902.

§ 364 Elk
Establish the Goodale Tule Elk Hunt in the western part of the Independence zone. The
Department is recommending adding a new subsection 364(d)(10)(A) establishing a
Goodale General Methods Tule Elk Hunt.

Modify Season Dates. The Department makes many different times and seasons of the
year available to the public. In order to provide opportunity for hunters, the Department
modifies the calendar day for the start of individual hunts and the number of days of
hunting. The proposed table sets forth the recommended days for each hunt.

8 364.1 SHARE EIk Hunts
Modify SHARE Hunt. The Department is recommending establishing a new Goodale
SHARE hunt in subsection 364(1)(10).

Significant Public Comments (N/A)

Recommendation

FGC staff: Support DFW recommendation to authorize publication of notice as proposed.

Committee: The WRC recommended inclusion of the items identified.

DFW: Authorize publication of notice as proposed.

Exhibits

1.

© NOoO OOr WD

ISOR 360(b) Deer X zones

ISOR 360(c) Deer Additional Hunts
ISOR 361 Archery Deer

ISOR 362 Bighorn Sheep

ISOR 363 Antelope

ISOR 364 EIk

ISOR 364.1 SHARE EIlk

DFW memo, received Nov 8, 2016

Motion/Direction
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Item No. 29
STAFF SUMMARY FOR DECEMBER 7-8, 2016

Moved by and seconded by that the Commission authorizes
publication of a notice of its intent to amend subsections 360(b), 360(c), and sections 361, 362,
363, 364 and 364.1, Title 14, CCR regarding mammal hunting.
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FISH AND GAME COMMISSION
INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR REGULATORY ACTION
(Pre-Publication of Notice Statement)

Amend Subsection 360(b),
Title 14, California Code of Regulations (CCR)
Re: Deer: X-Zone Hunts
Date of Initial Statement of Reasons: September 21, 2016

Dates and Locations of Scheduled Hearings:

(@) Notice Hearing: Date:
Location:

(b) Discussion Hearing:

(©) Adoption Hearing: April 26, 2017

os Angeles, CA
Description of Regulatory Action:

(a) Statement of Specifi > gulation Change and Factual Basis for
Determining that R C ange is Reasonably Necessary:

Existing Jlations provide for the number of deer hunting tags for the
X zones. propoged action initially provides a range of tag numbers for
each zone fro a final number will be determined based on the post-

winter status of each deer herd. Ranges are necessary at this time because
the final number of tags cannot be determined until spring herd data are
collected in March/April. A low end quota range of zero (0) tags is used in the
event final tag quotas need to go lower. Hunts may be cancelled due to
events such as fire, disease or other factors.

In early spring, surveys of deer herds are conducted to determine the
proportion of fawns that have survived the winter. This information is used in
conjunction with the prior year harvest and fall herd composition data to
estimate overall herd size, sex and age ratios, and the predicted number of
available deer (allowable deer harvest) next season. The number of bucks
and does (ADH) needs to be estimated prior to the hunting season to
determine how many surplus deer will exist over and above the number
required to maintain the desired buck: doe ratio objectives stated in the
approved deer herd management plans.



The following table provides a proposed range of tag numbers for each zone
from which a final number of tags will be determined:

Deer: 8 360(b) X-Zone Hunts
Tag Allocations

Proposed 2017

8§ Zone Current 2016 (Range]
(1) X-1 760 0 - 6,000
(2) X-2 175 0 - 500
(3) X-3a 355 0 - 1,200
(4) X-3b 795 - 3,000
(5) X-4 460 0 - 1,200
(6) X-5a 75 200
(7) X-5b 50 0
(8) X-6a 330 0 - 1,200
(9) X-6b 0- 1,200
(10) X-7a 0 - 500
(11) 5 0 - 200
(12) 0-750
(13) 650 0- 1,200
(14) 325 0 - 600
(15) 325 0 - 600
(16) 400 0 - 600
(17) X-12 680 0-1,200

The actual tag numbers for each affected zone will be reflected in the Final
Statement of Reasons and will be selected from the range of values provided
by this proposal. The number of tags is intended to allow the appropriate
level of hunting opportunity and harvest of bucks and does in the population,
while achieving or maintaining the buck to doe ratios at, or near, objective
levels set forth in the approved deer herd management plans. These final
values for the license tag numbers will be based upon findings from the
annual harvest and herd composition counts. However, under circumstances
where various environmental factors such as severe winter conditions can
adversely affect herd recruitment and over-winter adult survival, final tag
guotas may fall below the “Low Kill” alternative identified in the most recent
Environmental Document Regarding Deer Hunting.



(b)

(©)

(d)

()

(b)

Authority and Reference Sections from Fish and Game Code for Regulation:

Authority: Sections 200, 202, 203, 220, 460, 3051, 3452, 3453, 3953 and
4334, Fish and Game Code.

Reference: Sections 200, 202, 203, 203.1, 207, 458, 459, 460, 3051, 3452,
3453, 3953 and 4334, Fish and Game Code.

Specific Technology or Equipment Required by Regulatory Change:
None

Identification of Reports or Documents Supporting Regulation Change:

Fish and Game Commission Wildlif
Woodland on September 21, 2016.

tag. In order t0 d unnecessarily reducing hunter opportunity for non-
apprentice hunters, additional analysis and discussion amongst affected
parties is required. Therefore, this alternative is rejected until the analysis of
hunter recruitment/retention data is concluded and potential actions are
discussed in a public forum.

No Change Alternative:

The “No Change Alternative” was considered and found inadequate to attain
the project objectives. Retaining the current number of tags for the zones
listed may not be responsive to changes in the status of the herds. The deer
herd management plans specify objective levels for the proportion of bucks in
the herds. These ratios are maintained and managed in part by modifying the
number of hunting tags. The “No Change Alternative” would not allow
management of the desired proportion of bucks stated in the approved deer
herd management plans.



VI.

(c) Consideration of Alternatives:

In view of information currently possessed, no reasonable alternative
considered would be more effective in carrying out the purpose for which the
regulation is proposed, would be as effective and less burdensome to
affected private persons than the proposed regulation, or would be more cost
effective to affected private persons and equally effective in implementing the
statutory policy or other provision of law.

(d) Description of Reasonable Alternatives That Would Lessen Adverse Impact
on Small Business: None.

Mitigation Measures Required by Regulatory Action:

pact on the environment;

imum number of tags

ber of tags analyzed

eer Hunting and the

The proposed regulatory action will have no negati
therefore, no mitigation measures are needed.
available in the newly proposed range is at or
in the most recent Final Environmental Do
approved deer herd management plans.

Impact of Regulatory Action:

The potential for significant statewide @ onomic impacts that might result
from the proposed regulato ' as'been assessed, and the following initial
determinations relative tgQ i Statutory categories have been made.

onomic Impact Directly Affecting

(@) Significant Statewide
[ ' Ability of California Businesses to Compete with

Businesses uding
Businessg

The propose ,
impact directl ng business, including the ability of California
businesses to compete with businesses in other states. The proposed action
adjusts tag quotas for existing deer hunts. Given the number of tags
available and the area over which they are distributed, these proposals are
economically neutral to business.

(b) Impact on the Creation or Elimination of Jobs Within the State, the Creation of
New Businesses or the Elimination of Existing Businesses, or the Expansion
of Businesses in California; Benefits of the Regulation to the Health and
Welfare of California Residents, Worker Safety, and the State’s Environment:

The proposed action will not have significant impacts on the creation or
elimination of jobs or the creation of new businesses or the elimination of
existing businesses within California because it is unlikely to result in a
change in hunting effort. The proposed action does not provide benefits to
worker safety because it does not address working conditions.



VII.

The Commission anticipates benefits to the health and welfare of California
residents. Hunting provides opportunities for multi-generational family
activities and promotes respect for California’s environment by the future
stewards of the State’s resources. The Commission anticipates benefits to the
State’s environment in the sustainable management of natural resources.

(c) Cost Impacts on Private Persons:
The Commission is not aware of any cost impacts that a representative
private person or business would necessarily incur in reasonable compliance

with this proposed action.

(d) Costs or Savings to State Agencies or Costs/Savings in Federal Funding to
the State: None

(e) Other Nondiscretionary Costs/Savings to L cies: None

() Programs Mandated on Local Agenci r School Di ts: None

(g) Costs Imposed on Any Local Agency
Reimbursed under Part 7 (co ncing
None

ool District that is Required to be
Section 17500) of Division 4:

(h) Effect on Housing Co

®

number of tags to be set in regulation for 2017 is
ain the levels set forth in the approved deer herd
erve herd health and hunting opportunities in

Economic Impact Assé

The proposed acti
proposed actig
season in the
intended to achie
management plans't
subsequent seasons.

(a) Effects of the regulation on the creation or elimination of jobs within the State:

The regulation will not affect the creation or elimination of jobs because no
significant changes in hunting activity levels are anticipated.

(b) Effects of the regulation on the creation of new businesses or the elimination
of existing businesses within the State:



(€)

(d)

()

(f)

The regulation will not impact the creation of new businesses or the
elimination of businesses because no significant changes in hunting activity
levels are anticipated.

Effects of the regulation on the expansion of businesses currently doing
business within the State

The regulation will not affect the expansion of businesses currently doing
business within the State because no significant changes in hunting activity
levels are anticipated.

Benefits of the regulation to the health and welfare of California residents:
The proposed regulation will benefit the health and welfare of California
residents by maintaining healthy deer herds an viding opportunities for
the public to participate in a healthy outdoor ty.

Benefits of the regulation to worker safe

The proposed regulation will not aff
Benefits of the regulation to t irconment
It is the policy of the State to en

utilization of the State’ re
core objective.

conservation, maintenance, and
ces. The proposed action will further this



INFORMATIVE DIGEST
(Policy Statement Overview)

Existing regulations provide for the number of deer hunting tags for the X zones. The
proposed action changes the number of tags for all existing zones to a series of ranges
presented in the table below. These ranges are necessary at this time because the final
number of tags cannot be determined until spring herd data are collected in March/April.
Because various environmental factors such as severe winter conditions can adversely
affect herd recruitment and over-winter adult survival, the final recommended quotas
may fall below the current proposed range into the “Low Kill” alternative identified in the
most recent Environmental Document Regarding Deer Hunting.

Deer: 8 360(b) X-Zone Hunts
Tag Allocations
§ Zone Current 2016 posed 2017
[Range]
(1) X-1 760 000
(2) 0-5
(3) 0 - 1,200
4) 0 - 3,000
(5) 0-1,200
(6) 0 - 200
(7) 0 - 500
(8) 0-1,200
9) 0-1,200
(10) 0 - 500
(11) 0 - 200
(12) X-8 210 0 - 750
(13) X-9a 650 0- 1,200
(14) X-9b 325 0 - 600
(15) X-9¢ 325 0 - 600
(16) X-10 400 0 - 600
(17) X-12 680 0-1,200

Benefits of the reqgulations

The deer herd management plans specify objective levels for the proportion of bucks in
the herds. These ratios are maintained and managed in part by annually modifying the



number of hunting tags. The final values for the license tag numbers will be based upon
findings from the annual harvest and herd composition counts. Adjusting tag allocations
in response to current deer herd conditions contributes to the sustainable management
of healthy deer populations and the maintenance of continued hunting opportunities.

Non-monetary benefits to the public

The Commission does not anticipate non-monetary benefits to the protection of public
health and safety, worker safety, the prevention of discrimination, the promotion of
fairness or social equity and the increase in openness and transparency in business
and government.

Consistency and Compatibility with State Regulations

The Fish and Game Commission, pursuant to Fish and Game Code Sections 200, 202
and 203, has the sole authority to regulate deer hunting in ifornia. Commission staff
has searched the California Code of Regulations and h und the proposed changes
pertaining to deer tag allocations are consistent with 361, 701, 702, 708.5 and
708.6 of Title 14. Therefore the Commission has determined the proposed
amendments are neither inconsistent nor incom le with exis State regulations.




REGULATORY TEXT
Subsection (b) of Section 360 is amended to read:
8360. Deer.
. . . [subsection (a)]

(b) X-Zone Hunts.
(1) Zone X-1.

... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]

(D) Number of Tags: #66 [0 - 6,000].

(2) Zone X-2.
... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C
(D) Number of Tags: 445 [0 - 500].

(3) Zone X-3a.

... [No changes to subsections ( (C
(D) Number of Tags: 355 [0 - 1
(4) Zone X-3b.

... [No changeggi@ s (A) through (C)]

(D) Number of Tags
(5) Zone X-4.

... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 466 [0 - 1,200].
(6) Zone X-5a.

... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: #5 [0 - 200].
(7) Zone X-5b.

... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]



(D) Number of Tags: 56 [0 - 500].
(8) Zone X-6a.
... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 336 [0 - 1,200].
(9) Zone X-6b.
... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]

(D) Number of Tags: 316 [0 - 1,200].

(10) Zone X-7a.
... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C
(D) Number of Tags: 236 [0 - 500].

(11) Zone X-7b.

... [No changes to subsections ( (C
(D) Number of Tags: 435 [0 - 20
(12) Zone X-8.

... [No changeggi@ s (A) through (C)]

(D) Number of Tags
(13) Zone X-9a.

... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 656 [0 - 1,200].
(14) Zone X-9b.

... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 325 [0 - 600].
(15) Zone X-9c.

... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]



(D) Number of Tags: 325 [0 - 600].
(16) Zone X-10.

... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 460 [0 - 600].
(17) Zone X-12.

. .. [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 686 [0 - 1,200].

. . . [subsections (c), (d), (e)]

Note: Authority: Sections 200, 202, 203, 220, 460, 3051, 3
Fish and Game Code. Reference: Sections 200, 202, 2
3051, 3452, 3453, 3953 and 4334, Fish and Game C

, 3453, 3953 and 4334,
03.1, 207, 458, 459, 460,



STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FISH AND GAME COMMISSION
INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR REGULATORY ACTION
(Pre-Publication of Notice Statement)

Amend Subsection 360(c)
Title 14, California Code of Regulations (CCR)
Re: Deer: Additional Hunts
|. Date of Initial Statement of Reasons: September 21, 2016
Il. Dates and Locations of Scheduled Hearings:

(@) Notice Hearing: Date: December 8, 2016

Location:

(b) Discussion Hearing: Date:
Locatio

(c) Adoption Hearing: Date: pril 26, 2017

Los Angeles, CA

lll. Description of Regulatory Actigis:

(a) Statement of Specifi > gulation Change and Factual Basis for

¥ is Reasonably Necessary:

time because the

proposed action initially provides a range of tag
from which a final number will be determined based

nal number of tags cannot be determined until spring herd

data are collected in March/April. A low end quota range of zero (0) tags is
used in the event final tag quotas need to go lower. Hunts may be cancelled

due to events such as fire, disease or other factors.

In early spring, surveys of deer herds are conducted to determine the

proportion of fawns that have survived the winter. This information is used in
conjunction with the prior year harvest and fall herd composition data to
estimate overall herd size, sex and age ratios, and the predicted number of
available deer (allowable deer harvest) next season. The number of bucks

and does (ADH) needs to be estimated prior to the hunting season to

determine how many surplus deer will exist over and above the number
required to maintain the desired buck: doe ratio objectives stated in the

approved deer herd management plans.



The proposed action changes the number of tags for all existing hunts (except
those on military installations) to a series of ranges as indicated in the

following table:

Deer: §360(c) Additional Hunts
Tag Allocations

Proposed
§ Hunt Number (and Title) Current 2016 2017
[Range]
(1) | G-1 (Late Season Buck Hunt for Zone C-4) 2,710 0 - 5,000
(2) | G-3 (Goodale Buck Hunt) 0-50
(3) | G-6 (Kern River Deer Herd Buck Hunt) 0-100
(4) | G-7 (Beale Either-Sex Deer Hunt) 20 Military*
20 Tags
20 Tags Total*
G-8 (Fort Hunter Liggett Antlerle o Total* (10
5) (10 Military & -
( Hunt) 10 Public) Military and
10 Public)
30 Tags
Total* (15
6) | G-9 (Camp Roberts 0 Military and
15 Public)
(7) ﬁuln% (CamgiPendietoRiEith8pSex Deer 250 Military* | 250 Military*
. 200 Military*
* 1]
2o e | Bopania
(8) | G-11 (vandenberg Either-Sex Deer Hunt) Authorized by ﬁ]léthorlzed by
the Installation | llati
Commander* nstallation
Commander**
) ﬁl-Jln%)(Gray Lodge Shotgun Either-Sex Deer 30 0-50
- an Diego Antlerless Deer Hunt -
(10) | G-13 (San Diego Antlerless Deer Hunt) 300 0 - 300
G-19 (Sutter-Yuba Wildlife Areas Either-Sex 25 i
(11) Deer Hunt) 0-50
(12) | G-21 (Ventana Wilderness Buck Hunt) 25 0 - 100
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Deer: 8§ 360(c) Additional Hunts
Tag Allocations

Proposed
§ Hunt Number (and Title) Current 2016 2017
[Range]
(13) | G-37 (Anderson Flat Buck Hunt) 25 0-50
(14) | G-38 (X-10 Late Season Buck Hunt) 300 0 - 300
(15) G-39 (Round Valley Late Season Buck 5 0- 150
Hunt)
(16) | M-3 (Doyle Muzzleloading Rifle Buck Hunt) 0 0-75
(17) M-4 (Horse Lake Muzzleloading Rifle Buck 0-50
unt)
(18) M-5 (East Lassen Muzzleloading Rifle 5 0-50
Hunt)
M-6 (San Diego Muzzleloading 80 i
(19) Sex Deer Hunt) 0-100
M-7 (Ventura Muzzlelo 150 )
(20) Sex Deer Hunt) 0-150
M-8 (Bass Hill Muzzlel 20 i
@D | Huny 0-50
M-9 (DeVil’ 15
(22) Buck Hunt) 0 - 100
M-11 (Northweste alifornia 20
(23) Muzzleloading Rifle Buck Hunt) 0-200
MA-1 (San Luis Obispo Muzzleloading 150 i
(24) Rifle/Archery Either-Sex Deer Hunt) 0-150
MA-3 (Santa Barbara Muzzleloading 150 i
(25) Rifle/Archery Buck Hunt) 0-150
(26) J-1 Lake Sonoma Apprentice Either-Sex 25 0-95
Deer Hunt)
27) J-3 (Tehama Wildlife Area Apprentice Buck 15 0-30
Hunt)
(28) | J-4 Shasta-Trinity Apprentice Buck Hunt) 15 0-0
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Deer: 8§ 360(c) Additional Hunts
Tag Allocations

Proposed
§ Hunt Number (and Title) Current 2016 2017
[Range]
(29) J-7 (Carson River Apprentice Either-Sex 15 0-50
Deer Hunt)
J-8 (Daugherty Hill Wildlife Area Apprentice 15 i
(30) Either-Sex Deer Hunt) 0-20
J-9 (Little Dry Creek Apprentice Shotgun i
(31) Either-Sex Deer Hunt) 0-10
85 Tags
(32) J-10 (Fort Hunter Liggett Apprentice Either- Total* (25
Sex Deer Hunt) Military & 60
Public)
(33) J-11 (San Bernardino Apprentice Eithe 40 0-50
Deer Hunt)
(34) | J-12 (Round Valley Apprentice B 10 0-20
J-13 (Los Angeles App 40 i
(35) Deer Hunt) 0 - 100
(36) J-14 (Riverside Appren ither-Sex Deer 30 0-75
Hunt)
(37) | J-15 (Anders drentice Buck Hunt) 10 0-30
J-16 (Bucks Mour evada City 75 i
(38) Apprentice Either-Sex Deer Hunt) 0-75
(39) J-17 (Blue Canyon Apprentice Either-Sex 25 0-95
Deer Hunt)
J-18 (Pacific-Grizzly Flat Apprentice Either- 75 i
(40) Sex Deer Hunt) 0-75
(41) J-19 (Zone X-7a Apprentice Either-Sex 25 0- 40
Deer Hunt)
(42) J-20 (Zone X-7b Apprentice Either-Sex 20 0-20

Deer Hunt)




Deer: 8§ 360(c) Additional Hunts
Tag Allocations

Proposed
§ Hunt Number (and Title) Current 2016 2017
[Range]
(43) J-21 (East Tehama Apprentice Either-Sex 50 0- 80
Deer Hunt)

*  Specific numbers of tags are provided for military hunts through a system which
restricts hunter access to desired levels and ensures biologically conservative
hunting programs.

** DOD = Department of Defense and eligible personne
Installation Commander.

authorized by the

by this proposal. The number of tag ' ded to allow the appropriate
level of hunting opportunity and ucks and does in the population,
while achieving or maintainingitheys ratios at, or near, objective
levels set forth in the approved management plans. These final
values for the license t3 pased upon findings from the
annual harvest and ] DN counts. However, under circumstances

where various envife factorS such as severe winter conditions can

adversely affect he i &nd over-winter adult survival, final tag
guotas may fg “Low Kill” alternative identified in the most recent
Environme nentiRegarding Deer Hunting.

construction der way on the base. Construction was scheduled for
completion in 201X3; however the timetable for resumption of base hunting
programs has not been determined. The Department is currently in meetings
with base command, and a decision regarding tag quotas is anticipated prior
to the April 2017 Fish and Game Commission meeting date. At this time, the
current tag quota of zero (0) has been modified to the former tag quota of
thirty (30) in anticipation of the possible resumption of deer hunting activities
by the Base in the 2017/2018 season. However, if Base operations take
precedence over conducting the G-9 hunt, the tag quota will be reduced to
zero (0) and reflected in the Final Statement.

2. Modify Season for Additional Hunt G-8

Existing regulations for Additional Hunt G-8 (Fort Hunter Liggett Antlerless
Deer Hunt) provide for hunting to begin on October 8 and October 15, and
continue for 3 and 2 days respectively, including the Columbus Day holiday,
in order to accommodate Base operations and other hunt opportunities.
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The current proposal would modify the season to account for the annual
calendar shift by changing the season dates to open on October 7 and
continue for three (3) consecutive days, including the Columbus Day holiday,
and reopen on October 14 and continue for two (2) consecutive days. No
loss of hunter opportunity would result from this action and the proposal is
consistent with existing deer herd management plan recommendations.

3. Modify Season for Additional Hunt G-10

Existing regulations for Additional Hunt G-10 (Camp Pendleton Either-Sex
Deer Hunt) provide for hunting to begin on the first Saturday in September
extending through the first Sunday in December on Saturdays, Sundays,
holidays and the day after Thanksgiving.

The current proposal would modify the season to account for the annual
calendar shift by changing the season dates to open on the first Saturday in
September extending through the first Sunday in December. The proposal
would also allow hunting on Fridays in addition aturdays, Sundays, Labor
Day, Columbus Day, and Veterans Day. Sea ates may be open to further

Commanding Officer due to military
with current deer herd management

andenberg Either-Sex Deer
8t Monday in August extending

5. Modify Season dditional Hunt J-10

Existing regulations for Additional Hunt J-10 (Fort Hunter Liggett Junior
Either-Sex Deer Hunt) provide for hunting to begin on October 8 and October
15, and continue for 3 and 2 days respectively, including the Columbus Day
holiday, in order to accommodate Base operations and other hunt
opportunities.

The current proposal would modify the season to account for the annual
calendar shift by changing the season dates to open on October 7 and
continue for three (3) consecutive days, including the Columbus Day holiday,
and reopen on October 14 and continue for two (2) consecutive days. No
loss of hunter opportunity would result from this action and the proposal is
consistent with existing deer herd management plan recommendations.

6. Minor Editorial Changes



Minor editorial changes are necessary for consistency in subsection
numbering, spelling, grammar, and clarification.

Recent changes to Section 550 require that such references be changed to
Section 551 in subsections (c)(11)(A) and (c)(30)(A).

(b) Authority and Reference Sections from Fish and Game Code for Regulation:

Authority: Sections 200, 202, 203, 220, 460, 3051, 3452, 3453, 3953 and
4334, Fish and Game Code.

Reference: Sections 200, 202, 203, 203.1, 207, 458, 459, 460, 3051, 3452,
3453, 3953 and 4334, Fish and Game Code.

(c) Specific Technology or Equipment Required by Regulatory Change: None
(d) Identification of Reports or Documents Supporting Regulation Change:
2007 Final Environmental Document Regarding Deer Hunting.

to Notice Publication:
mittee meeting held in

(e) Public Discussions of Proposed Regulations P
Fish and Game Commission Wildlife Reso
Woodland on September 21, 2016.

IV. Description of Reasonable Alternatives to latoy, Action:
(@) Alternatives to Regulation Change:
1. Number of Tags

There is no reasonable alt he proposed action.

2. Modify Season

Modify seasq annual calendar shift. This proposal was
approved beca it 8
hunter Qg

Modi llow for the annual calendar shift and include Fridays,
Labor D bus Day and Veterans Day. This proposal was
approved befause it allows for base operations with additional hunter
opportunity.

4. Modify Season for Additional Hunt G-11

Modify season by shortening it to accommodate base operations. The
proposal was approved in response to the need for flexibility in base
operations. Although the proposal will result in some loss of hunter
opportunity, it is consistent with deer herd objectives.

5. Modify Season Additional Hunt J-10

Modify season to allow for annual calendar shift. This proposal was
approved because it accommodates military operations and provides
hunter opportunity.

6. Minor Editorial Changes
There is no reasonable alternative to the proposed action.
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(b) No Change Alternative:
1. Number of Tags

The “No Change Alternative” was considered and found inadequate to
attain the project objectives. Retaining the current number of tags for
the hunts listed may not be responsive to changes in the status of the
herds. The deer herd management plans specify objective levels for the
proportion of bucks in the herds. These ratios are maintained and
managed in part by modifying the number of tags. The “No Change
Alternative” would not allow management of the desired proportion of
bucks stated in the approved deer herd management plans.

2. Modify Season for Additional Hunt G-8

The “No Change Alternative” was considered and found inadequate to
attain the project objectives. Retaining the current season length and
timing would be unresponsive to Base operations, scheduled activities
and unnecessarily restrict hunter opportu

3. Modify Season for Additional Hunt G-

The “No Change Alternative” was
attain the project objectives. R
timing would be unresponsive t
and/or unnecessarily restrict hunte

4. Modify Season for Additi

The “No Change Alternati considered and found inadequate to
attain the project@bjectives.{Retaining the current season length and

ound inadequate to
ning #he current’'season length and
perations, scheduled activities
portunity.

timing would Base operations and scheduled
activities.

5. Modify,
Th lternative” was considered and found inadequate to
attainithe projectbbjectives. Retaining the current season length and
timing w unresponsive to Base operations, scheduled activities
and/or un sarily restrict hunter opportunity.

6. Minor Editorial Changes

The “No Change Alternative” was considered and found inadequate to
attain the project objectives, because inconsistencies in section and
subsection references, numbering, spelling, grammar and lack of
clarification would exist within the regulations, potentially leading to
confusion and possible violations.

(c) Consideration of Alternatives:

In view of information currently possessed, no reasonable alternative
considered would be more effective in carrying out the purpose for which
the regulation is proposed, would be as effective and less burdensome to
affected private persons than the proposed regulation, or would be more
cost effective to affected private persons and equally effective in
implementing the statutory policy or other provision of law.
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V. Mitigation Measures Required by Regulatory Action:

The proposed regulatory action will have no negative impact on the environment;
therefore, no mitigation measures are needed. The maximum number of tags
available in the newly proposed range is at or below the number of tags analyzed
in the most recent Final Environmental Document regarding Deer Hunting and the
approved deer herd management plans.

VI. Impact of Regulatory Action:

The potential for significant statewide adverse economic impacts that might result
from the proposed regulatory action has been assessed, and following initial
determinations relative to the required statutory categories have been made.

(@)

(b)

(€)

(d)

(e)
(f)

Significant Statewide Adverse Economic Impact Directly Affecting
Businesses, Including the Ability of California Businesses to Compete with
Businesses in Other States:

wide adverse economic
ility of California

The proposed action will not have a significant
impact directly affecting business, including t

are distributed, these proposals are ec ically neutral to business.

Impact on the Creation or Eli Within the State, the Creation of
New Businesses or the Elimin
of Businesses in Califorgia;

Welfare of California prker Safety, and the State’s Environment:

reation of new businesses or the elimination of
existing busige itAip, California because it is unlikely to result in a

change i e proposed action does not provide benefits to
worker sa |t does not address working conditions.
The Commis ipates benefits to the health and welfare of California

residents. Huntig'provides opportunities for multi-generational family
activities and promotes respect for California’s environment by the future
stewards of the State’s resources. The Commission anticipates benefits to the
State’s environment in the sustainable management of natural resources.

Cost Impacts on Private Persons:

The Commission is not aware of any cost impacts that a representative
private person or business would necessarily incur in reasonable compliance
with this proposed action.

Costs or Savings to State Agencies or Costs/Savings in Federal Funding to
the State: None

Other Nondiscretionary Costs/Savings to Local Agencies: None
Programs Mandated on Local Agencies or School Districts: None



VII.

(9)

(h)

Costs Imposed on Any Local Agency or School District that is Required to be
Reimbursed under Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division 4:

None
Effect on Housing Costs: None

Economic Impact Assessment:

The proposed action will have no statewide economic or fiscal impact because the
proposed action is unlikely to constitute a significant change from the 2016 deer
season in the additional hunt zones. The number of tags to be set in regulation for
2017 is intended to achieve or maintain the levels set forth in the approved deer
herd management plans to preserve herd health and hunting opportunities in
subsequent seasons.

(@)

b)

(©)

(d)

()

(f)

Effects of the regulation on the creation or elimination of jobs within the State:

The regulation will not affect the creation or elimi
significant changes in hunting activity levels ar

ion of jobs because no
ticipated.

Effects of the regulation on the creation of inesses or the elimination

of existing businesses within the State:

The regulation will not impact the cr
elimination of businesses because n
levels are anticipated.

ant changes in hunting activity

Effects of the regulation on th
business within the State

The regulation will ng |:|

sinesses currently doing

ansion of businesses currently doing
significant changes in hunting activity

Benefits of the reégulation to worker safety.
The proposed regulation will not affect worker safety.
Benefits of the regulation to the State's environment

It is the policy of the State to encourage the conservation, maintenance, and
utilization of the State’s living resources. The proposed action will further this
core objective.
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INFORMATIVE DIGEST
(Policy Statement Overview)

Existing regulations provide for the number of deer hunting tags in the Additional Hunts.
The proposed action provides a range of tag numbers for each hunt from which a final
number will be determined, based on the post-winter status of each deer herd. These
ranges are necessary at this time because the final number of tags cannot be
determined until spring herd data are collected in March/April. Because various
environmental factors such as severe winter conditions can adversely affect herd
recruitment and over-winter adult survival, the final recommended quotas may fall below
the current proposed range into the “Low Kill” alternative identified in the most recent
Environmental Document Regarding Deer Hunting.

Existing regulations for Additional Hunts G-8 (Fort Hunter Liggett Antlerless Deer Hunt)
and J-10 (Fort Hunter Liggett Apprentice Either-Sex Deer Hunt) provide for hunting to
begin on October 8 and continue for three (3) consecutive days and reopen on October
15 and continue for two (2) consecutive days, including the#€olumbus Day holiday The
proposal would modify the season to account for the a calendar shift The

and extend through the first
Sunday in December and allows hunting on Satur , Sundays, holidays and the day
endar shift and allow hunting

Existing regulations for Additiong andenberg Either-Sex Deer Hunt)
provide for hunting to begin og : in August and extend through
December 31. The proposafwould hunting to begin on August 28 and extend
through October 1.

Minor editorial chang€s
spelling, grammar,@Rd clarification.

The proposed action

military installations) to & i€S of ranges as indicated in the table below.



Deer: §360(c) Additional Hunts
Tag Allocations

Proposed
§ Hunt Number (and Title) Current 2016 2017
[Range]
-1 (Late Season Buck Hunt for Zone C- , -5,
(1) | G-1(Late S Buck Hunt for Zone C-4) 2,710 0 - 5,000
(2) | G-3 (Goodale Buck Hunt) 35 0-50
(3) | G-6 (Kern River Deer Herd Buck Hunt) 0-100
(4) | G-7 (Beale Either-Sex Deer Hunt) 20 Military*
20 Tags
5) G-8 (Fort Hunter Liggett Antlerless Deer Total* (10
Hunt) . Military and
10 Public) |45 pybiic)
30 Tags
Total* (15
(6) G-9 (Camp Roberts Antlerless D 0 Military and
15 Public)
(7) 250 Military* 250 Military*
. 200 Military*
t3 ’
200 et | bopanda
®) Authorized by @‘”etho“zed by
the Installation llati
Commander* Installation
Commander**
) CHsl-Jlni)(Gray Lodge Shotgun Either-Sex Deer 30 0-50
(10) | G-13 (San Diego Antlerless Deer Hunt) 300 0 - 300
(11) G-19 (Sutter-Yuba Wildlife Areas Either-Sex 25 0-50
Deer Hunt)
(12) | G-21 (Ventana Wilderness Buck Hunt) 25 0-100
(13) | G-37 (Anderson Flat Buck Hunt) 25 0-50




Deer: 8§ 360(c) Additional Hunts
Tag Allocations

Proposed
§ Hunt Number (and Title) Current 2016 2017
[Range]
(14) | G-38 (X-10 Late Season Buck Hunt) 300 0-300
(15) G-39 (Round Valley Late Season Buck 5 0- 150
Hunt)
(16) | M-3 (Doyle Muzzleloading Rifle Buck Hunt) 20 0-75
(17) M-4 (Horse Lake Muzzleloading Rifle Buck 0-50
Hunt)
(18) M-5 (East Lassen Muzzleloading Rifle Buc 0-50
Hunt)
M-6 (San Diego Muzzleloading Rifle Ei 80 i
(19) Sex Deer Hunt) 0-100
M-7 (Ventura Muzzleloading Rifl 150 i
(20) Sex Deer Hunt) 0-150
M-8 (Bass Hill Muzzle 20 i
@D | Huny 0-50
M-9 (Devil's Ga 15
(22) Buck Hunt) 0 - 100
M-11 (North V 20
(23) Muzzleloading F Hunt) 0-200
MA-1 (San Luis Obispo Muzzleloading 150 i
(24) Rifle/Archery Either-Sex Deer Hunt) 0-150
MA-3 (Santa Barbara Muzzleloading 150 i
(25) Rifle/Archery Buck Hunt) 0-150
(26) J-1 Lake Sonoma Apprentice Either-Sex 25 0-25
Deer Hunt)
27) J-3 (Tehama Wildlife Area Apprentice Buck 15 0-30
Hunt)
(28) | J-4 Shasta-Trinity Apprentice Buck Hunt) 15 0-50




Deer: 8§ 360(c) Additional Hunts
Tag Allocations

Proposed
§ Hunt Number (and Title) Current 2016 2017
[Range]
(29) J-7 (Carson River Apprentice Either-Sex 15 0-50
Deer Hunt)
J-8 (Daugherty Hill Wildlife Area Apprentice 15 i
(30) Either-Sex Deer Hunt) 0-20
J-9 (Little Dry Creek Apprentice Shotgun i
(31) Either-Sex Deer Hunt) 0-10
85 Tags
(32) J-10 (Fort Hunter Liggett Apprentice Either- Total* (25
Sex Deer Hunt) Military & 60
Public)
(33) J-11 (San Bernardino Apprentice Eithe 40 0-50
Deer Hunt)
(34) | J-12 (Round Valley Apprentice B 10 0-20
J-13 (Los Angeles App 40 i
(35) Deer Hunt) 0 - 100
(36) J-14 (Riverside Appren ither-Sex Deer 30 0-75
Hunt)
(37) | J-15 (Anders drentice Buck Hunt) 10 0-30
J-16 (Bucks Mour evada City 75 i
(38) Apprentice Either-Sex Deer Hunt) 0-75
(39) J-17 (Blue Canyon Apprentice Either-Sex 25 0-25
Deer Hunt)
J-18 (Pacific-Grizzly Flat Apprentice Either- 75 i
(40) Sex Deer Hunt) 0-75
(41) J-19 (Zone X-7a Apprentice Either-Sex 25 0 - 40
Deer Hunt)
(42) J-20 (Zone X-7b Apprentice Either-Sex 20 0 - 20

Deer Hunt)




Deer: 8§ 360(c) Additional Hunts
Tag Allocations

Proposed
§ Hunt Number (and Title) Current 2016 2017
[Range]
(43) J-21 (East Tehama Apprentice Either-Sex 50 0-80
Deer Hunt)

*Specific numbers of tags are provided for military hunts through a system which
restricts hunter access to desired levels and ensures biologically conservative
hunting programs.

**DOD = Department of Defense and eligible perso
Installation Commander.

| as authorized by the

Benefits of the requlations

The deer herd management plans specify objecti
the herds. These ratios are maintained and
number of hunting tags. The final values for the
findings from the annual harvest and herg

levels for thegproportion of bucks in
part by annually modifying the
e tag numbers will be based upon
counts. Adjusting tag allocations

health and safety, worker safe ‘ lon of discrimination, the promotion of
fairness or social equi ease in openness and transparency in business

th State Requlations

The Fish and Game Co glon, pursuant to Fish and Game Code Sections 200, 202
and 203, has the sole auth@rity to regulate deer hunting in California. Commission staff
has searched the California Code of Regulations and has found the proposed changes
pertaining to deer tag allocations are consistent with Sections 361, 701, 702, 708.5 and
708.6 of Title 14. Therefore the Commission has determined that the proposed
amendments are neither inconsistent nor incompatible with existing State regulations.



REGULATORY TEXT

Subsection (c) of Section 360 is amended to read:
8360. Deer.

. . . [subsections (a) and (b)]
(c) Additional Hunts.
(1) G-1 (Late Season Buck Hunt for Zone C-4).

. .. [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 2,736 [0 - 5,000].
(2) G-3 (Goodale Buck Hunt).

... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 35 [0 - 50].
(3) G-6 (Kern River Deer Herd Buck Hunt).

.. . [No changes to subsections (A) through

(D) Number of Tags: 56 [0 - 100].

(4) G-7 (Beale Either Sex Hunt).
... [No changes to subsections (A) t

(5) G-8 (Fort Hunter Liggett Antlerless De t).
. . . [No changes to subsecii

(B) Season: The season for & =8 (Fort Hunter Liggett Antlerless Deer
Hunt) shall open on Octgber-3 7A@nd extend for 2 3 consecutive days and reopen on
October 18 14 and e 8 2 BOnsecutive days, except if rescheduled by the

Commanding Officg aftment concurrence between the season opener and

December 31.

(6) G-9 (Camp Roberts Ant

... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 6 30 (15 military and 15 public).
(7) G-10 (Camp Pendleton Either-Sex Deer Hunt).

. . . [No changes to subsections (A) through (D)]
(8) G-11 (Vandenberg Either-Sex Deer Hunt).

.. . [No changes to subsection (A)]

(B) Season: The season for the additional hunt G-11 (Vandenberg Either Sex Hunt)
shall open on the last Monday in August and extend through October 1.

rless Deer Hunt).

... [No changes to subsection (C)]



(9) G-12 (Gray Lodge Shotgun Either-Sex Deer Hunt).
... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 36 [0 - 50].
... [No changes to subsection (E)]
(10) G-13 (San Diego Antlerless Deer Hunt).
... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 360 [0 - 300].
(11) G-19 (Sutter-Yuba Wildlife Areas Either-Sex Deer Hunt).

(A) Area: Those portions of Yuba and Sutter counties within the exterior boundaries of:
(1) the Feather River Wildlife Area, and (2) the Sutter Bypass Wildlife Area (as defined
in Section-550 551, Title 14, CCR).

... [No changes to subsections (B) and (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 25-[0 - 50].

... [No changes to subsection (E)]
(12) G-21 (Ventana Wilderness Buck Hunt).

... [No changes to subsections (A) t h (C)
(D) Number of Tags: 25 [0 - 100].
(13) G-37 (Anderson Flat Buck

... [No changes to subs
(D) Number of Tags: 25[0 -5

through (C)]

(15) G-39 (Round Valley L&
. . . [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 5 [0 - 150].
(16) M-3 (Doyle Muzzleloading Rifle Buck Hunt).
... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 20 [0 - 75].
... [No changes to subsection (E)]
(17) M-4 (Horse Lake Muzzleloading Rifle Buck Hunt).
... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 5 [0 - 50].

2 Season Buck Hunt).



... [No changes to subsection (E)]
(18) M-5 (East Lassen Muzzleloading Rifle Buck Hunt).
. .. [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 5 [0 - 50].
. .. [No changes to subsection (E)]
(19) M-6 (San Diego Muzzleloading Rifle Either-Sex Deer Hunt).
. .. [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 80 [0 - 100].
... [No changes to subsection (E)]

(20) M-7 (Ventura Muzzleloading Rifle Either-Sex Deer Hun
. . . [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]

(D) Number of Tags: 456 [0 - 150].
... [No changes to subsection (E)]

(21) M-8 (Bass Hill Muzzleloading Rifle Buck .
. .. [No changes to subsections (A) through (

(D) Number of Tags: 20 [0 - 50]. ‘

. .. [No changes to subsection

...[Nochangesto s ons (A) through (C)]

(D) Number of Tags: 20 [0 - 200].
... [No changes to subsection (E)]

(24) MA-1 (San Luis Obispo Muzzleloading Rifle/Archery Either-Sex Deer Hunt).
. .. [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]

(D) Number of Tags: 450 [0 - 150].
... [No changes to subsection (E)]

(25) MA-3 (Santa Barbara Muzzleloading Rifle/Archery Buck Hunt).
. .. [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]

(D) Number of Tags: 456 [0 - 150].
... [No changes to subsection (E)]



(26) J-1 (Lake Sonoma Apprentice Either-Sex Deer Hunt).
... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]

(D) Number of Tags: 25 [0 - 25].
... [No changes to subsection (E)]

(27) J-3 (Tehama Wildlife Area Apprentice Buck Hunt).
... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]

(D) Number of Tags: 45 [0 - 30].
... [No changes to subsection (E)]

(28) J-4 (Shasta-Trinity Apprentice Buck Hunt).
... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]

(D) Number of Tags: 45 [0 - 50].
... [No changes to subsection (E)]

(29) J-7 (Carson River Apprentice Either-Sex De unt).
... [No changes to subsections (A) throug ]

(D) Number of Tags: 45 [0 - 50].
... [No changes to subsection (E)]

ither-Sex Deer Hunt).

e exterior boundaries of the Daugherty
, Title 14, CCR).

... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]

(D) Number of Tags: 5[0 - 10].
... [No changes to subsection (E)]

(32) J-10 (Fort Hunter Liggett Apprentice Either-Sex Deer Hunt).
... [No changes to subsection (A)]

(B) Season: The season for additional hunt J-10 (Fort Hunter Liggett Apprentice Either-
Sex Deer Hunt) shall open on October-3 7 and extend for-2 3 consecutive days and
reopen on October-10 14 and extend for-3 2 consecutive days, except if rescheduled by
the Commanding Officer with Department concurrence between the season opener and
December 31.

... [No changes to subsection (C)]



(D) Number of Tags: #5_ 85 (25 25 military and 60 general public).
... [No change to subsection (E)]
(33) J-11 (San Bernardino Apprentice Either-Sex Deer Hunt).
... [No changes for subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 46 [0 - 50].
... [No changes to subsection (E)]
(E) Special Conditions:
(34) J-12 (Round Valley Apprentice Buck Hunt).
... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]

(D) Number of Tags: 20 [0 - 20].
... [No changes to subsection (E)]
(35) J-13 (Los Angeles Apprentice Either-Sex Deer H@nt).
... [No changes to subsections (A) through
(D) Number of Tags: 40 [0 - 100].
. . . [No changes to subsection (E)]
(36) J-14 (Riverside Apprentice Either-S unt
. .. [No changes to subsections(A) thr C)
(D) Number of Tags: 36 [0 - 7

... [No changes to subs

(38) J-16 (Bucks Mountain-Nevada City Apprentice Either-Sex Deer Hunt).
. .. [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: #5 [0 - 75].
. .. [No changes to subsection (E)]
(39) J-17 (Blue Canyon Apprentice Either-Sex Deer Hunt).
. .. [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 25 [0 - 25].
. . . [No changes to subsection (E)]
(40) J-18 (Pacific-Grizzly Flat Apprentice Either-Sex Deer Hunt).
. .. [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
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(D) Number of Tags: #5 [0 - 75].

... [No changes to subsection (E)]
(41) J-19 (Zone X-7a Apprentice Either-Sex Deer Hunt).
... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]

(D) Number of Tags: 25 [0 - 40].
... [No changes to subsection (E)]

(42) J-20 (Zone X-7b Apprentice Either-Sex Deer Hunt).
... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]

(D) Number of Tags: 20 [0 - 20].
... [No changes to subsection (E)]

(43) J-21 (East Tehama Apprentice Either-Sex Deer Hu
... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]

(D) Number of Tags: 56 [0 - 80].
... [No changes to subsection (E)]

(44) Conditions for Additional Hunts.
... [No changes to subsections (A) a

. . . [subsections (d) and (e)]

Note: Authority: Sections 200
Fish and Game Code. Referén
3051, 3452, 3453, 3953 and 4

60, 3051, 3452, 3453, 3953 and 4334,
, 202, 203, 203.1, 207, 458, 459, 460,
Game Code.



STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FISH AND GAME COMMISSION
INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR REGULATORY ACTION
(Pre-Publication of Notice Statement)

Amend Section 361
Title 14, California Code of Regulations (CCR)
Re: Archery Deer Hunting
Date of Initial Statement of Reasons: September 21, 2016

Dates and Locations of Scheduled Hearings:

(@) Notice Hearing: Date: December

(b) Discussion Hearing:  Date:
(c) Adoption Hearing: Date:

Description of Regulatory Action:

(a) Statement of Specifi ‘gl S
9 O

Location: San Die

Location:

Location:

gulation Change and Factual Basis for
is Reasonably Necessary:

for the number of deer hunting tags for area-
The proposed action initially provides a range of tag

time because the final number of tags cannot be determined until spring herd
data are collected in March/April. A low end quota range of zero (0) tags is
used in the event final tag quotas need to go lower. Hunts may be cancelled
due to events such as fire, disease or other factors.

In early spring, surveys of deer herds are conducted to determine the
proportion of fawns that have survived the winter. This information is used in
conjunction with the prior year harvest and fall herd composition data to
estimate overall herd size, sex and age ratios, and the predicted number of
available deer (allowable deer harvest) next season. The number of bucks
and does (ADH) needs to be estimated prior to the hunting season to
determine how many surplus deer will exist over and above the number



required to maintain the desired buck: doe ratio objectives stated in the

approved deer herd management plans.

This proposed regulatory action would change the number of tags for all
existing hunts to a series of ranges as indicated in the following table:

Archery Deer Hunting: 8§ 361(b)

Tag Allocations

8§ Hunt Number (and Title) Current Proposed 2017
2016 [Range]
(1) [A-1 (C Zones Archery Only Hunt) 1,945 [0-3,000]
(2) [|A-3 (Zone X-1 Archery Hunt) 00 [0-1,000]
(3) [A-4 (Zone X-2 Archery Hunt) 1 [0-100]
(4) [|A-5 (Zone X-3a Archery Hunt) 40 [0-300]
(5) [A-6 (Zone X-3b Archery Hunt) 70 [0-400]
(6) [|A-7 (Zone X-4 Archery Hua 120 [0-400]
(7) [|A-8 (Zone X-5a Arc 15 [0-100]
(8) [[A-9 (Zone X- 5 [0-100]
(9) |A-11 (Zone 50 [0-200]
(10) |A-12 (Zone X-6b 90 [0-200]
(11) |A-13 (Zone X-7a Archery Hunt) 45 [0-200]
(12) |A-14 (Zone X-7b Archery Hunt) 25 [0-100]
(13) |A-15 (Zone X-8 Archery Hunt) 40 [0-100]
(14) |A-16 (Zone X-9a Archery Hunt) 140 [0-500]
(15) |A-17 (Zone X-9b Archery Hunt) 300 [0-500]
(16) [[A-18 (Zone X-9c Archery Hunt) 350 [0-500]




Archery Deer Hunting: 8§ 361(b)
Tag Allocations
) Current Proposed 2017
8§ Hunt Number (and Title)
2016 [Range]
(17) |A-19 (Zone X-10 Archery Hunt) 100 [0-200]
(18) |A-20 (Zone X-12 Archery Hunt) 100 [0-500]
(19) |A-21 (Anderson Flat Archery Buck Hunt) 25 [0-100]
(20) A-22 (San Diego Archery Either-Sex Deer 1.800 [0-1,500]
Hunt)
21) A-24 (Monterey Archery Either-Sex Deer [0 -200]
Hunt)
A-25 (Lake Sonoma Archery Either-Se )
(22) Deer Hunt) 35 [0-75]
(23) |A-26 (Bass Hill Archery Buck H 30 [0-100]
(24) |A-27 (Devil's Garden Archery Bu 5 [0-75]
(25) 40 [0-100]
(26) 1,000 [0-1,500]
(27) 250 [0-300]
50 Talgis 50 Tags Total*
(28) A-33 (Fort Hunter Liggett Late Season Tota o5 Mili & 25
Archery Either-Sex Deer Hunt) (25 Military ( PI 'gli,ry
& 25 Public) ublic)

The actual tag numbers for each affected zone will be reflected in the Final

Statement of Reasons and will be selected from the range of values provided
in this proposal. The number of tags is intended to allow the appropriate level
of hunting opportunity and harvest of bucks and does in the population, while
achieving or maintaining the buck to doe ratios at, or near, objective levels set
forth in the approved deer herd management plans. These final values for
the license tag numbers will be based upon findings from the annual harvest
and herd composition counts. However, under circumstances where various
environmental factors such as severe winter conditions can adversely affect
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(b)

(€)
(d)

()

herd recruitment and over-winter adult survival, final tag quotas may fall
below the “Low Kill” alternative identified in the most recent Environmental
Document Regarding Deer Hunting.

Modify Season for Area Specific Archery Hunt A-33

Existing regulations in subsection 361(b)(28) for Area Specific Archery Hunt
A-33 (Fort Hunter Liggett Late Season Archery Either Sex Hunt) provide for
hunting to begin on the first Saturday in October and continuing through
November 11 in order to accommodate base operations and other hunts. The
proposal would change the season dates to open on the first Saturday in
October until November 12 to account for the annual calendar shift.

A minor editorial correction is proposed for subsegtion 361(b)(26)(C)
changing the referenced subsection to 351(c) h is the correct citation for
the definition of either-sex deer.

Authority and Reference Sections from and Game,Code for Regulation:
Authority: Sections 200, 202, 203, 2 370, Fish and Game Code.
Reference: Sections 200, 20 03.13%207, and 4370, Fish and Game
Code.

Specific Technology me equired by Regulatory Change: None

Identification of Re nts Supporting Regulation Change:
2007 Fina ocument Regarding Deer Hunting
Public Dis ’roposed Regulations Prior to Notice Publication:

Fish and Game mission Wildlife Resources Committee meeting held in
Woodland on September 21, 2016.

Description of Reasonable Alternatives to Regulatory Action:

(@)

Alternatives to Regulation Change:
1. Number of Tags
There is no reasonable alternative to the proposed action.

2. Modify Season for Hunt A-33



Modify season to allow for the calendar shift allowing hunting for 37
consecutive days. This proposal was considered and approved because
the changes in the season opening and closing dates and the length of the
season (shorter by 5 days) would not significantly impact herd objectives
or performance.

3. One public petition (Preston Taylor, Tracking Number 2015-016) was
forwarded from the Fish and Game Commission for consideration during
this rule-making package. The petition requested A) create an Archery
Only either-sex deer tag or Archery Only antlerless deer tag and B) the
addition of a traditional archery deer season (longbows & recurve bows
only). These proposals were considered and rejected for the following
reasons:

t must be supported by
jon of any antlerless hunts.

A. Antlerless hunting is a management too
adequate population data prior to imple
At this time the data being collected d
implementation of antlerless hunts
relatively long-term negative imp State’sdeer population.
When the data supports it, the De
hunting on a limited basis.

general season, and in many cases are
nts that are not available to those using

1. Number of Tags

The “No Change Alternative” was considered and found inadequate to attain
the project objectives. The deer herd management plans specify objective
levels for the proportion of bucks in the herds. These ratios are maintained
and managed in part by modifying the number of hunting tags. The “No
Change Alternative” would not allow management of the desired proportion of
bucks or does stated in the approved deer herd management plans.

2. Modify Season for Hunt A-33



VI.

The “No Change Alternative” was considered and found inadequate to attain
project objectives. Retaining current season dates would be unresponsive to
Base operations and scheduled activities.

3. Establishment of Archery-only either-sex deer tags and establishment of
traditional archery season requiring the use of only longbows and/or recurve
bows.

The “No Change Alternative” was considered and found adequate to attain
project objectives for the reasons listed in Section IV(a)(3), above.

(c) Consideration of Alternatives:

nable alternative
the purpose for which the
ss burdensome to
, or would be more cost
e in implementing the

In view of information currently possessed, no re
considered would be more effective in carryin
regulation is proposed, would be as effectiv

(d) ipti ' t Would Lessen Adverse Impact

therefore, no mitigation eded The maximum number of tags
available in the ney

The potential for significant statewide adverse economic impacts that might result
from the proposed regulatory action has been assessed, and the following initial
determinations relative to the required statutory categories have been made.

(@) Significant Statewide Adverse Economic Impact Directly Affecting
Businesses, Including the Ability of California Businesses to Compete with
Businesses in Other States:

The proposed action will not have a significant statewide adverse economic
impact directly affecting business, including the ability of California
businesses to compete with businesses in other states. The proposed action
adjusts tag quotas for existing hunts. Given the number of tags available and



VII.

(b)

(€)

(d)

(e)
()
(9)

(h)

the area over which they are distributed, these proposals are economically
neutral to business.

Impact on the Creation or Elimination of Jobs Within the State, the Creation of
New Businesses or the Elimination of Existing Businesses, or the Expansion
of Businesses in California; Benefits of the Regulation to the Health and
Welfare of California Residents, Worker Safety, and the State’s Environment:

The proposed action will not have significant impacts on the creation or
elimination of jobs or the creation of new businesses or the elimination of
existing businesses within California because it is unlikely to result in a
significant change in hunting effort. The proposed action does not provide
benefits to worker safety because it does not address working conditions.

The Commission anticipates benefits to the he

and welfare of California
residents. Hunting provides opportunities for, i

enerational family
ment by the future
stewards of the State’s resources. The issi icipates benefits to the

Cost Impacts on Private Persons:

The Commission is not aware acts that a representative
private person or business woul essarily incur in reasonable compliance

with this proposed acii@
Costs or Savings tO !!I \

the State: Nore

s or Costs/Savings in Federal Funding to

Other Na@ Costs/Savings to Local Agencies: None

Programs Ma @d'on Local Agencies or School Districts: None

Costs Imposed on Any Local Agency or School District that is Required to be
Reimbursed under Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division 4:
None

Effect on Housing Costs: None

Economic Impact Assessment:

The proposed action will have no statewide economic or fiscal impact because the
proposed action is unlikely to constitute a significant change from the 2016 deer
season in the archery hunt zones. The number of tags to be set in regulation for
2017 is intended to achieve or maintain the levels set forth in the approved deer



herd management plans to preserve herd health and hunting opportunities in
subsequent seasons.

(a) Effects of the regulation on the creation or elimination of jobs within the State:

The regulation will not affect the creation or elimination of jobs because no
significant changes in hunting activity levels are anticipated.

(b) Effects of the regulation on the creation of new businesses or the elimination
of existing businesses within the State:

The regulation will not impact the creation of new businesses or the
elimination of businesses because no significant changes in hunting activity
levels are anticipated.

(c) Effects of the regulation on the expansion of sses currently doing
business within the State

The regulation will not affect the exp
business within the State because n
levels are anticipated.

usinesses currently doing
ant changes in hunting activity

(d) Benefits of the regulation to th Ifare of California residents:
the health and welfare of California
residents. Hunting ities for multi-generational family
activities and promote S alifornia’s environment by the future
stewards of the esources and the action contributes to the

The proposed regul

(e) Benefitso DN to worker safety.
The proposed reguiation will not affect worker safety.

() Benefits of the regulation to the State's environment
It is the policy of the State to encourage the conservation, maintenance, and

utilization of the State’s living resources. The proposed action will further this
core objective.



INFORMATIVE DIGEST

(Policy Statement Overview)

Existing regulations provide for the number of deer hunting tags for existing area-
specific archery hunts. The proposed action changes the number of tags for existing
hunts to a series of ranges presented in the table below. These ranges are necessary
at this time because the final number of tags cannot be determined until spring herd
data are collected in March/April. Because various environmental factors such as
severe winter conditions can adversely affect herd recruitment and over-winter adult
survival, the final recommended quotas may fall below the current proposed range into
the “Low Kill” alternative identified in the most recent Environmental Document

Regarding Deer Hunting.

Existing regulations for Hunt A-33 (Fort Hunter Liggett Late
Hunt) provide for hunting to begin on the first Saturday in
November 11. The proposal would modify the season
shift by opening the season on the first Saturday in

ason Archery Either Sex
ober and end on

for the annual calendar
ending on November

12.
Archery Deer Hu © §361(b)
T, locati
) Current Proposed 2017
8§ Hunt Number (and Titl
2016 [Range]

(1) [A-1(C Zones Arche 1,945 [0-3,000]
(2) ||A-3 (Zone X- 100 [0-1,000]
(3) [[A-4 (Zone 10 [0-100]
(4) ||A-5 (Zone X-3a A 40 [0-300]
(5) [|A-6 (Zone X-3b Archery Hunt) 70 [0-400]
(6) [A-7 (Zone X-4 Archery Hunt) 120 [0-400]
(7) |A-8 (Zone X-5a Archery Hunt) 15 [0-100]
(8) [A-9 (Zone X-5b Archery Hunt) 5 [0-100]
(9) [A-11 (Zone X-6a Archery Hunt) 50 [0-200]
(10) |A-12 (Zone X-6b Archery Hunt) 90 [0-200]




Archery Deer Hunting: 8§ 361(b)

Tag Allocations

8§ Hunt Number (and Title) Current Proposed 2017
2016 [Range]
(11) |A-13 (Zone X-7a Archery Hunt) 45 [0-200]
(12) |A-14 (Zone X-7b Archery Hunt) 25 [0-100]
(13) [|[A-15 (Zone X-8 Archery Hunt) 40 [0-100]
(14) |A-16 (Zone X-9a Archery Hunt) 0 [0-500]
(15) [|A-17 (Zone X-9b Archery Hunt) 0 [0-500]
(16) [[A-18 (Zone X-9c Archery Hunt) 350 [0-500]
(17) |A-19 (Zone X-10 Archery Hunt) 100 [0-200]
(18) [[A-20 (Zone X-12 Archery Hunt) 100 [0-500]
(19) |A-21 (Anderson Flat 25 [0-100]
(20) ﬁhznzt)(San Diego Aré 1,000 [0-1,500]
21) ﬁl‘fn‘t)('v'ome 100 [0 -200]
) s | o)
(23) |A-26 (Bass Hill Archery Buck Hunt) 30 [0-100]
(24) |A-27 (Devil's Garden Archery Buck Hunt) 5 [0-75]
(25) [|A-30 (Covelo Archery Buck Hunt) 40 [0-100]
(26) QIJBnlt)(Los Angeles Archery Either-Sex Deer 1,000 [0-1,500]
A-32 (Ventura/Los Angeles Archery Late
(27) | Season Either-Sex Deer Hunt) 250 [0-300]




Archery Deer Hunting: 8§ 361(b)
Tag Allocations

) Current Proposed 2017
8§ Hunt Number (and Title)
2016 [Range]
. 50 TaI%S 50 Tags Total*
(28) A-33 (Fort Hunter Liggett Late Season Tota o5 Military & 25
Archery Either-Sex Deer Hunt) (25 Military ( PI 'bal‘_ry
& 25 Public) ublic)

* Specific numbers of tags are provided for military hunts through a system which restricts hunter access
to desired levels and ensures biologically conservative hunting programs.

Benefits of the requlations

the herds. These ratios are maintained and m in part by annually modifying the
number of hunting tags. The final values for th tag numbers will be based upon
findings from the annual harvest and herd counts. Adjusting tag allocations
in response to current deer herd conditio 0 the sustainable management
of healthy deer populations and the main ontinued hunting opportunities.

Non-monetary benefits to the

etary benefits to the protection of public
prevention of discrimination, the promotion of
se in openness and transparency in business

The Commission does not an
health and safety, workemnsa
fairness or social eq
and government.

Consistency and Compa

The Fish and Game Commission, pursuant to Fish and Game Code Sections 200, 202
and 203, has the sole authority to regulate archery deer hunting in California.
Commission staff has searched the California Code of Regulations and has found the
proposed changes pertaining to archery deer tag allocations are consistent with
Sections 360, 701, 702, 708.5 and 708.6 of Title 14. Therefore the Commission has
determined that the proposed amendments are neither inconsistent nor incompatible
with existing State regulations.



REGULATORY TEXT
Section 361 is amended to read:
8361. Archery Deer Hunting.
... [No changes in subsection (a)]

(b) Archery Hunting With Area-specific Archery Tags. Deer may be taken only with
archery equipment specified in Section 354, only during the archery seasons as follows:

(1) A-1 (C Zones Archery Only Hunt).

... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 4;945 [0 - 3,000] A-1 (C Zones A Only Hunt) tags are valid in
Zones C-1, C-2, C-3, and C-4 only during the archegy Seaso specified above in
subsections 361(b)(1)(B)1 through 4.
(2) A-3 (Zone X-1 Archery Hunt)

... [No changes to subsections ( h (

(D) Number of Tags: 4606 [0 - 1,00

(3) A-4 (Zone X-2 Archery H
... [No changes e ns (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tag
(4) A-5 (Zone X-3a Arc
... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 40 [0 - 300].
(5) A-6 (Zone X-3b Archery Hunt).
... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 70 [0 - 400].
(6) A-7 (Zone X-4 Archery Hunt).

... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]



(D) Number of Tags: 420 [0 - 400].
(7) A-8 (Zone X-5a Archery Hunt).
... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags:-35 [0 - 100].
(8) A-9 (Zone X-5b Archery Hunt).

... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]

(D) Number of Tags:-5 [0 - 100].
(9) A-11 (Zone X-6a Archery Hunt).
... [No changes to subsections (A) throu )]
h (C)]

(D) Number of Tags: 50 [0 - 200].
(10) A-12 (Zone X-6b Archery Hunt).

... [No changes to subsectigns (A) g

(D) Number of Tags: 96 [0 -
(11) A-13 (Zone X-7a Atehe

(A) through (C)]

(12) A-14 (Zone X-7b Archery Hunt).

... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 25 [0 - 100].
(13) A-15 (Zone X-8 Archery Hunt).

... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 40 [0 - 100].

(14) A-16 (Zone X-9a Archery Hunt).



... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 406 [0 - 500].
(15) A-17 (Zone X-9b Archery Hunt).

... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 3606 [0 - 500].
(16) A-18 (Zone X-9c Archery Hunt).

... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]

(D) Number of Tags: 356 [0 - 500].

(17) A-19 (Zone X-10 Archery Hunt).
.. . [No changes to subsections (A) thro
(D) Number of Tags: 260 [0 - 200].

(18) A-20 (Zone X-12 Archery Hu

... [No changes to sui#s gh (O)]

(D) Number of Tags:-25 [0 - 100].

(20) A-22 (San Diego Archery Either-Sex Deer Hunt).
... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]

(D) Number of Tags: 4;600 [0 - 1,500].

(21) A-24 (Monterey Archery Either-Sex Deer Hunt).
... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]

(D) Number of Tags: 460 [0 - 200].



(22) A-25 (Lake Sonoma Archery Either-Sex Deer Hunt).
... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]
(D) Number of Tags: 35 [0 - 75].
... [No changes to subsection (E)]
(23) A-26 (Bass Hill Archery Buck Hunt).

... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]

(D) Number of Tags: 36 [0 - 100].
(24) A-27 (Devil's Garden Archery Buck Hunt).
... [No changes to subsections (A) throu ]

(D) Number of Tags:-5 [0 - 75].
(25) A-30 (Covelo Archery Buck Hunt).

)
... [No changes to subsectigns (A) gh (C)]

(D) Number of Tags: 406 [O -

(D) Number of Tags: 4;600 [0 - 1,500].

(27) A-32 (Ventura/Los Angeles Late Season Archery Either-Sex Deer Hunt).
... [No changes to subsections (A) through (C)]

(D) Number of Tags: 256 [0 - 300].

(28) A-33 (Fort Hunter Liggett Late Season Archery Either-Sex Deer Hunt).

... [No changes to subsection (A)]



(B) Season: The season for hunt A-33 (Fort Hunter Liggett Late Season Archery Either
Sex Deer Hunt) shall be open beginning the first Saturday in October and continuing
through November-3%_ 12, except if rescheduled by the Commanding Officer with
Department concurrence between the season opener and December 31.

. . . [No changes to subsections (C) and (D)]

Note: Authority cited: Sections 200, 202, 203, 220 and 4370, Fish and Game Code.
Reference: Sections 200, 202, 203, 203.1, 207 and 4370, Fish and Game Code.

<<&



STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FISH AND GAME COMMISSION
INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR REGULATORY ACTION
(Pre-Publication of Notice Statement)

Amend Subsection 362,
Title 14, California Code of Regulations (CCR)
Re: Nelson Bighorn Sheep

Date of Initial Statement of Reasons: September 21, 2016

Dates and Locations of Scheduled Hearings:

(@) Notice Hearing: Date: December 8, 2016
Location:

(b) Discussion Hearings: Date:
Location:

(© Adoption Hearing: Date:

Description of Regulatory Action:

gulation Change and Factual Basis for
is Reasonably Necessary:

goals and objectives, and in order to
ag quotas for hunts need to be adjusted annually.

Preliminarily, thetag numbers are presented as ranges (e.g., [0-3]) in the
table in subsection 362(d) of the amended Regulatory Text. Final tag quotas
for each zone will be identified and recommended to the Fish and Game
Commission at the April 26, 2017 adoption hearing.

Section 4902 of the Fish and Game Code specifies that the Commission may
allow the take of no more than 15 percent of the mature Nelson bighorn rams
estimated in the hunt areas in a single year, based on the Department’s
annual estimate of the population in each management unit. The Department
is currently implementing aerial surveys. The proposed tag ranges are
biologically conservative by design to ensure that harvest is consistent with
management plan guidelines for individual units and not more than 15 percent
of the mature rams in any zone are taken. The Department's research
indicates that aerial surveys do not detect all mature rams present.



(b)

(©)
(d)

()

(b)

(€)

The Department’s recommendations to the Commission will be consistent
with the following criteria as supported by management plans:

e |If the Department's annual population estimate for any of the individual
management units is below 50 adult ewes and/or the ram/ewe ratio falls
below 40:100, then the Department will recommend a 0 tag quota for the
2017 season in that unit.

e If no substantial reduction in population is determined in the estimate of
the population, then tag quotas for 2017 will be recommended consistent
with management plan guidelines and the statutory requirement that no
more than 15% of the mature rams may be harvested through hunting,
Fish and Game Code section 4902(a)(2).

Authority and Reference Sections from Fish and Game Code for Regulation:
Authority: Sections 200, 202, 203, 220, 1050 4902, Fish and Game

Code.
Reference: Sections 1050, 3950, and 4

No alternatives were identified.

No Change Alternative:

The no-change alternative was considered and rejected because it would not
attain project objectives of providing for hunting opportunities while
maintaining bighorn sheep populations within desired population objectives.
Retaining the current tag quota for each zone may not be responsive to
biologically-based changes in the status of the various herds.

Consideration of Alternatives:

In view of information currently possessed, no reasonable alternative
considered would be more effective in carrying out the purpose for which the



VI.

regulation is proposed, would be as effective and less burdensome to
affected private persons than the proposed regulation, or would be more cost
effective to affected private persons and equally effective in implementing the
statutory policy or other provision of law.

Mitigation Measures Required by Regulatory Action:

The proposed regulatory action will have no negative impact on the environment;
therefore, no mitigation measures are needed. The maximum number of tags
available in the newly proposed range is at or below the number of tags analyzed
in the 2011 Final Environmental Document Regarding Bighorn Sheep Hunting.

Impact of Regulatory Action:
The potential for significant statewide adverse economic impacts that might result

from the proposed regulatory action has been assessg@;, and the following initial
determinations relative to the required statutory ca ries have been made.

Businesses in Other States:

The proposed action will not hg i nt statewide adverse economic
impact directly affecting busine [
businesses to compete with bus S pther states. The proposed action

adjusts tag quotas for eXiSting hunts. The proposed quotas are to allow for the

or Elimination of Jobs Within the State, the Creation of
> Elimination of Existing Businesses, or the Expansion

(b)

Welfare of Califoriia Residents, Worker Safety, and the State’s
Environment:The proposed action affects a small number of hunting tags over
a limited area and will not have any impacts on the creation or elimination of
jobs, the creation of new business, the elimination of existing businesses or
the expansion of businesses in California and does not affect worker safety.

The Commission anticipates benefits to the health and welfare of California
residents. Hunting provides opportunities for multi-generational family
activities and promotes respect for California’s environment by the future
stewards of the State’s resources. The Commission anticipates benefits to the
State’s environment in the sustainable management of natural resources.

(c) Cost Impacts on Representative Private Persons/Business:



VII.

The Commission is not aware of any cost impacts that a representative
private person or business would necessarily incur in reasonable compliance
with the proposed action.

(d) Costs or Savings to State Agencies or Costs/Savings in Federal Funding to
the State: None.

(e) Other Nondiscretionary Costs/Savings to Local Agencies: None.

() Programs Mandated on Local Agencies or School Districts: None.

(g) Costs Imposed on Any Local Agency or School District that is Required to be
Reimbursed under Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division 4:
None.

(h) Effect on Housing Costs: None.

Economic Impact Assessment

The proposed action will have no statewid
proposed action is unlikely to constitute
sheep season. The number of tags to be s
achieve or maintain the levels set f in the

onomic or fi impact because the
ifi change from the last bighorn
gulation for 2017 is intended to
oved management plans to
bsequent seasons.

(a) Effects of the regulation lon or elimination of jobs within the State:

The regulation wil : tion or elimination of jobs because no
significant changes i ity are anticipated.

(b) Effectso he creation of new businesses or the elimination
The regulatio

elimination of bus
are anticipated.

Ot impact the creation of new businesses or the
esses because no significant changes in hunting activity

(c) Effects of the regulation on the expansion of businesses currently doing
business within the State
The regulation will not affect the expansion of businesses currently doing
business within the State because no significant changes in hunting activity
are anticipated.

(d) Benefits of the regulation to the health and welfare of California residents:

The Commission anticipates benefits to the health and welfare of California
residents. Hunting provides opportunities for multi-generational family



(e)

(f)

activities and promotes respect for California’s environment by the future
stewards of the State’s resources.

Benefits of the regulation to worker safety.
The proposed regulation will not affect worker safety.
Benefits of the regulation to the State's environment

It is the policy of the State to encourage the conservation, maintenance, and
utilization of the living resources. The proposed action will further this core

objective.



INFORMATIVE DIGEST
(Policy Statement Overview)

The current regulation in Section 362, T14, CCR, provides for limited hunting of Nelson
bighorn rams in specified areas of the State. The proposed amendments are intended
to adjust the number of hunting tags for the 2017 season based on the Department’s
annual estimate of the population in each of the nine hunt zones. The Department’s
final recommendations will ensure that the take will be no more than 15 percent of the
mature rams estimated in each zone in accordance with Fish and Game Code Section
4902.

Preliminarily, the tag numbers are presented as ranges (e.g., [0-3]) in the table in
subsection 362(d) of the amended Regulatory Text. Final tag quotas for each zone will
be identified and recommended to the Fish and Game Commission at the April 26, 2017
adoption hearing.

Benefits of the reqgulations

The Nelson Bighorn Sheep management plans sp
These ratios are maintained and managed in pa

ify obje levels for the herds.
annually ifying the number of
based upon findings from the
se to current herd conditions
bighorn sheep populations and

the maintenance of continued hunting o

Non-monetary benefits to the publi

The Commission does not a
health and safety, worker safet
fairness or social equi
and government.

on of discrimination, the promotion of
ease in openness and transparency in business

Consistency and Co h State Requlations

The Fish and Game Commission, pursuant to Fish and Game Code Sections 200, 202
and 203, has the sole authority to regulate Nelson Bighorn Sheep hunting in California.
Commission staff has searched the California Code of Regulations and has found the
proposed changes pertaining to Nelson Bighorn Sheep tag allocations are consistent
with the provisions of Title 14. Therefore the Commission has determined that the
proposed amendments are neither inconsistent nor incompatible with existing State
regulations.



REGULATORY TEXT
Subsection (d) of Section 362, Title 14, CCR is amended to read:
§ 362. Nelson Bighorn Sheep.
[No changes to subsections (a) through (c)]

(d) Number of License Tags:

Tag
Allocation

Nelson Bighorn Sheep Hunt Zones

Zone 1 - Marble/Clipper Mountains

Zone 2 - Kelso Peak/Old Dad Mountains
Zone 3 - Clark/Kingston Mountain Ranges
Zone 4 - Orocopia Mountains

Zone 5 - San Gorgonio Wilderness

Zone 6 - Sheep Hole Mountains

Zone 7 - White Mountains

Zone 8 - South Bristol Moun

Zone 9 - Cady Mountains

Open Zone Fund-Rai

Marble/Clipper/Sou guntains Fund-

Raising Tag
Kelso Peak/Old Dad Mounta@ins Fund-Raising Tag 2 [0-1]

Total: 19 [0-32]

[No changes to subsection (e)]

Note: Authority cited: Sections 200, 202, 203, 220, 1050 and 4902, Fish and Game

Code. Reference: Sections 200,202, 203,203-1.207. 1050, 3950 and 4902, Fish and
Game Code.



STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FISH AND GAME COMMISSION
INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR REGULATORY ACTION
(Pre-Publication of Notice Statement)

Amend Section 363

Title 14, California Code of Regulations (CCR)
Re: Pronghorn Antelope

Date of Initial Statement of Reasons: September 21, 2016

Dates and Locations of Scheduled Hearings:

(a) Notice Hearing: Date:
Location:

(b) Discussion Hearings: Date:
Location:

(c) Adoption Hearing: Date:
Locatigg.

Description of Regulatory Action:

3 agement goals and objectives, and in order to
maintain hu , tag quotas for hunts need to be adjusted annually.
Current regulatiensfSpecify the number of pronghorn antelope hunting tags for
the 2016 season¥ This proposed regulatory action will amend subsection
363(m) providing the number of tags for hunting in 2017.

Preliminarily, the tag numbers are presented as ranges (e.g., [0-3]) in the
table in subsection 363(m) of the amended Regulatory Text. Final tag quotas
for each zone will be identified and recommended to the Fish and Game
Commission at the April 26, 2017 adoption hearing.

Ranges are necessary because final quotas cannot be determined until
survey data is analyzed. Winter surveys are scheduled for January 2016.
Analysis of survey results will be completed by March 2017. Final tag quotas
will allow for a biologically appropriate harvest of bucks and does in the
population and will achieve/maintain buck ratios at or above minimum levels
specified in appropriate management plans. Administrative procedures and
the Fish and Game Code require the Fish and Game Commission to receive

-1-



proposed changes to existing regulations prior to the time winter pronghorn
antelope surveys are completed. Final tag quotas for each zone will be
identified and reported in the Final Statement of Reasons based upon
findings from the annual winter surveys.

2. Minor Editorial Changes

Minor editorial changes are also proposed for consistency in subsection
numbering, spelling, grammar, and clarity.

(b) Authority and Reference:

Authority: Fish and Game Code sections 219, 220, 331, 1050 and 10502.
Reference: Fish and Game Code Sections 331, 713, 1050, 10500 and
10502.

(c) Specific Technology or Equipment Require ulatory Change:

None.

(d) Identification of Reports or Document orting Regulation Change:
Pronghorn Antelope Hunting, iron tal Document, 2004.

(e) Public Discussions of R ulations Prior to Notice Publication:
Fish and Game C e Resources Committee meeting held on
September 21, 20 California.

Description of R€asonab atives to Regulatory Action:

(a) Alternative

1. Number of Tags
No alternatives were identified. Pronghorn antelope license tag quotas
must be changed periodically in response to a variety of biological and
environmental conditions.

2. Minor Editorial Changes

No alternatives were identified.

(b) No Change Alternative:

1. Number of Tags



VI.

The no change alternative was considered and rejected because it would
not attain project objectives of maintaining pronghorn antelope populations
within desired population objectives while providing for hunting
opportunities. Retaining the current tag quota for each zone may not be
responsive to biologically-based changes in the status of various herds.
Management plans specify minimum desired buck to doe ratios which are
attained/maintained in part by modifying tag quotas on an annual basis.
The no change alternative would not allow for adjustment of tag quotas in
response to changing environmental/biological conditions.

2. Minor Editorial Changes

The no change alternative was considered and rejected because it would
not attain consistency in regulations.

(c) Consideration of Alternatives:

In view of information currently possessed, nable alternative

considered would be more effective in ¢ purpose for which the
regulation is proposed, would be as e rdensome to

affected private persons than the pr ulation, or would be more cost
effective to affected private persons a ally effective in implementing the

The proposed regulatory Nno negative impact on the environment;
therefore, no mitigatio ded. The maximum number of tags
available in the newly pro is at or below the number of tags analyzed
in the 2004 Final B | Document Regarding Pronghorn Antelope

Hunting.
Impact of Regulat

This proposed action adjusts tag quotas for existing hunts. Given the number of
tags available, and the area over which they are distributed, this proposal is
economically neutral to business. The proposed regulations are to allow for the
continuation of limited hunting activity by sustaining Pronghorn Antelope
populations.

(&) Significant Statewide Adverse Economic Impact Directly Affecting
Businesses, Including the Ability of California Businesses to Compete with
Businesses in Other States.

The proposed action will not have a significant statewide adverse economic
impact directly affecting business, including the ability of California
businesses to compete with businesses in other states. The proposed action
adjusts tag quotas for existing hunts. Considering the small number of tags
issued over the entire state, this proposal is economically neutral to business.

-3-



VII.

(b) Impact on the Creation or Elimination of Jobs Within the State, the Creation of
New Businesses or the Elimination of Existing Businesses, or the Expansion
of Businesses in California; Benefits of the Regulation to the Health and
Welfare of California Residents, Worker Safety, and the State’s Environment:

The proposed action affects a small number of hunting tags over a limited
area and will not have any impacts on the creation or elimination of jobs, the
creation of new business, the elimination of existing businesses or the
expansion of businesses in California and does not affect worker safety.

The Commission anticipates benefits to the health and welfare of California
residents. Hunting provides opportunities for multi-generational family
activities and promotes respect for California’s environment by the future
stewards of the State’s resources. The Commission anticipates benefits to the
State’s environment in the sustainable manage of natural resources.

(c) Cost Impacts on Private Persons.

The agency is not aware of any cost i cts that a repfesentative private
person or business would necessaril§fincurfi’reasonable compliance with the
proposed action.

(d) Costs or Savings to State Age ostSfSavings in Federal Funding to
the State: None.

(e) Other Nondiscretio
()
(9)

(h) Effect on Housing Costs:

None.
Economic Impact Assessment
The proposed action will have no statewide economic or fiscal impact because the
proposed action is unlikely to constitute a significant change from the last
pronghorn antelope season. The number of tags to be set in regulation for 2017 is
intended to achieve or maintain the levels set forth in the approved management
plans to preserve herd health and hunting opportunities in subsequent seasons.

(a) Effects of the regulation on the creation or elimination of jobs within the State:



The regulation will not affect the creation or elimination of jobs because no
significant changes in hunting activity are anticipated.

(b) Effects of the regulation on the creation of new businesses or the elimination
of existing businesses within the State:

The regulation will not impact the creation of new businesses or the
elimination of businesses because no significant changes in hunting activity
are anticipated.

(c) Effects of the regulation on the expansion of businesses currently doing
business within the State

The regulation will not affect the expansion of businesses currently doing
business within the State because no significant changes in hunting activity
are anticipated.

(d) Benefits of the regulation to the health and f California residents:

e health andiwelfare of California
sf ulti-generational family
's environment by the future

The Commission anticipates benefits
residents. Hunting provides opportu
activities and promotes respect for Ca
stewards of the State’s resour

(e) Benefits of the regulation to wo

The proposed regul not ct worker safety.
() Benefits of the regu

It is the policy of the
of the living



INFORMATIVE DIGEST
(Policy Statement Overview)

Amend Section 363, Pronghorn Antelope, Title 14, California Code of Regulations
(CCR).

In accordance with management goals and objectives, and in order to maintain hunting
guality, tag quotas for Pronghorn Antelope hunts need to be adjusted annually. Current
regulations specify the number of pronghorn antelope hunting tags for the 2016 season.
This proposed regulatory action will amend subsection 363(m) providing the number of
tags for hunting in 2017.

Preliminarily, the tag numbers are presented as ranges (e.g., [0-3]) in the table in
subsection 363(m) of the amended Regulatory Text. Final tag quotas for each zone will
be identified and recommended to the Fish and Game Commission at the April 26,
2017, adoption hearing.

Other minor changes to the regulatory text to reduce cy, improve accuracy
and clarity are proposed.

Benefits of the requlations

herds. These levels are
e number of tags. The final

The management plans specify objectiv
maintained and managed in part by ann
values for the license tag numbers will be findings from the population
surveys. Adjusting tag allocations to current herd conditions contributes to
the sustainable management g orn antelope populations and the

The Commission da iclpate non-monetary benefits to the protection of public
the prevention of discrimination, the promotion of
fairness or social equity 3 increase in openness and transparency in business

and government.

Consistency and Compatibility with State Requlations

The Fish and Game Commission, pursuant to Fish and Game Code Sections 200, 202
and 203, has the sole authority to regulate pronghorn antelope hunting in California.
Commission staff has searched the California Code of Regulations and has found the
proposed changes pertaining to pronghorn antelope tag allocations are consistent with
the provisions of Title 14. Therefore the Commission has determined that the proposed
amendments are neither inconsistent nor incompatible with existing State regulations.



REGULATORY TEXT

Section 363 is amended to read:

§ 363. Pronghorn Antelope.
The Lava Beds National Monument and Federal and State Game Refuges lying within

the hunt boundary are closed to pronghorn antelope hunting, except for the state's
Hayden Hill (1S) and Blacks Mountain (1F) game refuges in Lassen County and the

Clear Lake National Wildlife Refuge in Modoc County. Refer to subsection 363(b)(5) for

special conditions for permission to enter and hunt pronghorn antelope in the Clear

Lake National Wildlife Refuge.

... [No changes to subsections 363(a)(1) through363(1)(7)]

(m) Pronghorn Antelope Tag Allocations Table.

2016 2017 Pronghorn A
Tag Allocatio

Archery-Only General Season
Season
Hunt Area Buck Doe Buck Doe
Zone 1 - Mount Dome o
[0-60] [0-20] 0 0
Zone 2 - Clear Lake 15 o
0-80 [0-25] 0 0
Zone 3 - Likely Tald 45 fa 45 0
[0-7] [0-150] [0-50] [0-130] [0-50]
Zone 4 — Lassen 10 0 45 0 45 0
[0-20] [0-7] [0-150] [0-50] [0-130] [0-50]
Zone 5 - Big Valley 1 0 20 0
[0-15] | [05] | [0-150] | [0-50] 0 0
Zone 6 - Surprise 1 10 0
Valley 0-10 0 [0-25] 0-7 0 0
Likely Tables N/A 5 [0-15] Either
Apprentice Hunt Sex
Lassen Apprentice N/A 5 [0-15] Either
Hunt Sex




Big Valley Apprentice N/A 1 [0-4] Either 0
Hunt Sex

Surprise Valley N/A -4 [0-5] Either 0
Apprentice Hunt Sex

Fund-Raising Hunt N/A 2 [0-10] Buck

Note: Authority cited: Sections 219, 220, 331, 1050, Fish and Game Code. Reference:
Sections 331, 713, and 1050, Fish and Game Code.

<<&




STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FISH AND GAME COMMISSION
INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR REGULATORY ACTION
(Pre-Publication of Notice Statement)

Amend Section 364
Title 14, California Code of Regulations (CCR)
Re: EIk Hunts, Seasons, and Number of Tags.

Date of Initial Statement of Reasons: September 21, 2016

Dates and Locations of Scheduled Hearings:

(a) Notice Hearing: Date:
Location:

(b) Discussion Hearings: Date:
Location:

(c) Adoption Hearing: Date:
Locati

Description of Regulatory Action.

tion Change and Factual Basis for
Reasonably Necessary:

(a) Statement of Specific
Determining that Reg

1. Modify the Inde€p
Goodale Gefie
Zone:

The Department is f@eommending changes to the hunt described in the 2010
Final Environmental Document regarding Elk hunting for the Independence zone.
The proposed modification establishes the Goodale Tule Elk Hunt Zone as
described in the proposed subsection 364(d)(10)(A). Establishing this hunt will
allow Department personnel to allocate elk tags specifically for this zone; the tag
guota will remain unchanged but distributed between the Independence and
Goodale zones. The elk herd in this area can then be managed more effectively
while providing a biologically appropriate harvest within each zone in accordance
with management goals and objectives.

2. Number of Tags:

In order to maintain appropriate harvest levels and hunting quality it is necessary
to annually adjust tag quotas (total number of hunting tags to be made available)



in response to dynamic environmental and biological conditions. Current
regulations in Section 364 specify elk license tag quotas for each hunt zone in
accordance with management goals and objectives.

The amendments to Section 364 will establish new tag quotas to adjust for
periodic fluctuations in elk population numbers. The proposed tag quotas are
expressed as ranges [ shown in brackets ] in the tables of the amended
Regulatory Text (subsections 364 (r) through (aa)) attached to this ISOR. The
guotas are expressed in ranges because the final number of tags cannot be
determined until survey and harvest data from the 2016-17 hunt season are
analyzed and the results are available in the spring of 2017. The final number of
tags allocated to each hunt will be recommended to the Commission at the
adoption hearing on April 26, 2017.

3. Modify Season Dates: Fort Hunter Liggett Tule El d Northeastern Rocky

Mountain Elk:

Due to military use constraints at Fort Hu
change from year to year and may be cancelled by the base
commander.

The proposal modifies season datesyie heastern antlerless elk hunts.
Modifying season dates and tag d
which will help achieve ha )f thiszone. The antlerless hunt in the

C IREIK zone occurs during the same season
and antlerless elk occurring
' esult in potential conflicts between
hunters for accessste an Is and reduced hunter satisfaction. Competition
between elk 3 C adeduced by moving the antlerless elk season later in

4. Minor Editorial

Minor editorial changes are necessary for consistency in subsection numbering,
spelling, grammar, and clarification.

(b) Authority and Reference:

Authority: Fish and Game Code sections 200, 202, 203, 332 and 1050.
Reference: Fish and Game Code sections 332 and 1050.

(c) Specific Technology or Equipment Required by Regulatory Change: None.
(d) Identification of Reports or Documents Supporting Regulation Change:

2010 Final Environmental Document Regarding Elk Hunting



(e) Public Discussions of Proposed Regulations Prior to Notice Publication:

Fish and Game Commission’s Wildlife Resources Committee meeting held on
September 21, 2016 in Woodland, California.

IV. Description of Reasonable Alternatives to Regulatory Action:
(a) Alternatives to Regulation Change:

1. Modify Existing Hunt Area:

No alternatives were identified for establishing the proposed Goodale Hunt
zone. Distributing hunting pressure between the Independence and Goodale
zones allows the Department to manage elk mor

2. Number of Tags:

No alternatives were identified. EIK lic
periodically in response to a variety
including forage availability, populati
rates.

ust be adjusted
biological conditions
re and overwinter survival

No alternative dentified for modifying the season dates of the
Northeastern RG Mountain antlerless elk season. Modifying season dates
will provide greater hunter satisfaction and will result in the desired harvest
level.

4. Minor Editorial Changes:

There is no reasonable alternative to the proposed action.
(b) No Change Alternative:

The no-change alternative was considered and rejected because it would not attain
project objectives. Elk hunts and opportunity must be adjusted periodically in
response to a variety of environmental and biological conditions including forage
availability, population structure, and over-winter survival rates. Elk populations have



VI.

increased and landowner conflicts have also escalated in several areas. Adjusting
tag quotas provides for appropriate harvest levels within the hunt zones.

(c) Consideration of Alternatives:

In view of information currently possessed, no reasonable alternative considered
would be more effective in carrying out the purpose for which the regulation is
proposed, would be as effective and less burdensome to affected private persons
than the proposed regulation, or would be more cost effective to affected private
persons and equally effective in implementing the statutory policy or other provision
of law.

Mitigation Measures Required by Regulatory Action:

act on the environment;
er of tags that will be

The proposed regulatory action will have no negative j
therefore, no mitigation measures are needed. Th
issued from the newly proposed tag ranges will r
the harvest analyzed in the 2010 Final Enviro
hunting.

Impact of Regulatory Action.
This proposed action adjusts tag quot les eXisting hunt zones, and modifies

season dates in order to meet goalS and provide hunting opportunities
for the public. Giventhe n vailable, and the area over which they are

distributed, this proposal i i utral to business.
(a) Significant Statew e Economic Impact Directly Affecting Businesses,
Including the A a Businessmen to Compete with Businesses in

impact directly affecing business, including the ability of California businesses to
compete with businesses in other states. Considering the relatively small
number of tags issued over the entire state, this proposal is economically neutral
to business.

(b) Impact on the Creation or Elimination of Jobs Within the State, the Creation of
New Businesses or the Elimination of Existing Businesses, or the Expansion of
Businesses in California; Benefits of the Regulation to the Health and Welfare of
California Residents, Worker Safety, and the State’s Environment:

The proposed action will not have any impacts on the creation or elimination of
jobs, the creation of new business, the elimination of existing businesses or the
expansion of businesses in California and does not affect worker safety.



VII.

The Commission anticipates benefits to the health and welfare of California
residents. Hunting provides opportunities for multi-generational family activities
and promotes respect for California’s environment by the future stewards of the
State’s resources. The Commission anticipates benefits to the State’s
environment in the sustainable management of natural resources.

(c) Cost Impacts on Representative Private Persons/Business.
The Commission is not aware of any cost impacts that a representative private
person or business would necessarily incur in reasonable compliance with this

proposed action.

(d) Costs or Savings to State Agencies or Costs/Saving
State: None.

Federal Funding to the

(g) Costs Imposed on Any Local Agency or Sc
Reimbursed under Part 7 (comm ith

| District that is Required to be
ion 17500) of Division 4. None.

(h) Effect on Housing Costs:

Economic Impact Assg

' no statewide economic or fiscal impact because the

The proposed actiowill h
i : anstitute a significant change from the 2016 elk

proposed actio

season. The set in regulation for 2017 is intended to achieve
or maintain theYexels set f@rth in the approved management plans and
environmental do g to sustainably manage elk populations and maintain
hunting opportunitie Subsequent seasons.

(a) Effects of the regulation on the creation or elimination of jobs within the State:

The regulation will not affect the creation or elimination of jobs because no
significant changes in hunting activity levels are anticipated.

(b) Effects of the regulation on the creation of new businesses or the elimination of
existing businesses within the State:

The regulation will not impact the creation of new businesses or the elimination of
businesses because no significant changes in hunting activity levels are
anticipated.



(c) Effects of the regulation on the expansion of businesses currently doing business
within the State

The regulation will not affect the expansion of businesses currently doing
business within the State because no significant changes in hunting activity
levels are anticipated.

(d) Benefits of the regulation to the health and welfare of California residents:

The proposed regulation will benefit the health and welfare of California
residents. Hunting provides opportunities for multi-generational family activities
and promotes respect for California’s environment by the future stewards of the
State’s resources and the action contributes to the sustainable management of
natural resources.

(e) Benefits of the regulation to worker safety.

The proposed regulation will not affect worker safety.

(f) Benefits of the regulation to the State's ent
It is the policy of the State to encau
utilization of the State’s living resot
core objective.

ervation, maintenance, and
osed action will further this



INFORMATIVE DIGEST
(Policy Statement Overview)

Existing regulations in Section 364, Title 14, CCR, specify elk license tag quotas for
each hunt. In order to achieve elk herd management goals and objectives and maintain
hunting quality, it is periodically necessary to adjust quotas, seasons, hunt areas and
other criteria in response to dynamic environmental and biological conditions. The
proposed amendments to Section 364 will establish 2017 tag quotas within each hunt
area, adjusting for annual fluctuations in population number, season dates, and tag
distribution.

The complete amended text is found in the amended Regulatory Text of Section 364
with the Initial Statement of Reasons.

Proposed Amendments:

1. Establish the Goodale Tule Elk Hunt in the western p
The Department is recommending adding a new s
establishing a Goodale General Methods Tule E

f the Independence zone.
ion 364(d)(10)(A)

2. In order to achieve appropriate harvest lev intain hunting quality, it is

tags) in response to dynamic
environmental and biological conditions. Subse&gtions 364(r) through (aa) specify elk
license tag quotas for each huntin a anagement goals and
objectives.

the year available to the p@ib !
Department modifies the C
number of days of humii
each hunt.

3. Modify Season Dates. The & 'i D i akes many different times and seasons of

4. Minor Editorial Cf roposed to improve clarity and reduce redundancy.

Benefits of the regulation

The proposed regulations will contribute to the sustainable management of elk
populations in California. Existing elk herd management goals specify objective levels
for the proportion of bulls in the herds. These ratios are maintained and managed in
part by annually modifying the number of tags. The final values for the license tag
numbers will be based upon findings from annual harvest and herd composition counts.

Non-monetary benefits to the public

The Commission does not anticipate non-monetary benefits to the protection of public
health and safety, worker safety, the prevention of discrimination, the promotion of
fairness or social equity and the increase in openness and transparency in business
and government

Consistency and Compatibility with State Regulations

-1 -



The Fish and Game Commission, pursuant to Fish and Game Code Sections 200, 202
and 203, has the sole authority to regulate elk hunting in California. Commission staff
has searched the California Code of Regulations and has found the proposed changes
pertaining to elk tag allocations are consistent with Title 14. Therefore the Commission
has determined that the proposed amendments are neither inconsistent nor
incompatible with existing State regulations.

Q&



REGULATORY TEXT
Section 364 is amended to read as follows:
8364. Elk Hunts, Seasons, and Number of Tags.
... [ No changes subsections (a) through (d)(9) ]

(10) Goodale General Methods Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: In that portion of Inyo County beginning at the junction of Highway 395 and
Onion Valley Road; west along Onion Valley Road to the intersection of the Section 25
Township 13S, Range 33E; south along the eastern boundary of Section 25 Township
13S, Range 33E to the southern boundary of Section 25 Township 13S, Range 33E;
west along the southern boundary of sections 27, 26, 25 Township 13S, Range 33E to
the Inyo County line; North along the Inyo County Line to Taboose Creek; east along
Taboose Creek to the intersection of Highway 395; south g Highway 395 to the
point of beginning.

206} (11) Grizzly Island General Methods Tule Elk Hu
(A) Area: Those lands owned and managed by the
the Grizzly Island Wildlife Area.

(B) Special Conditions: All tagholders will be r
Tagholders will be notified of the time and locati
receipt of their elk license tags.

&3 (12) Fort Hunter Liggett General Pu
(A) Area: That portion of Monterey Count
Hunter Liggett, except as restrictg

f Fish and Game as

ttend a mandatory orientation.
e orientation meeting after

hods Tule Elk Hunt:

the exterior boundaries of Fort
manding Officer.

subsection 364(p).

Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: In those portions of G sa counties within a line beginning in
Glenn County at the | state Highway 5 and Highway 162 at Willows; west
along Highway 162

Lake County line; east@nd thegsouth along the Glenn-Lake County line to the Colusa-
Lake County line; west, a 2n southeast along the Colusa-Lake County line to Goat
Mountain Road; north and @ast along Goat Mountain Road to the Lodoga-Stonyford
Road; east along the Lodoga-Stonyford Road to the Sites-Lodoga Road at Lodoga; east
along the Sites-Lodoga Road to the Maxwell-Sites Road at Sites; east along the
Maxwell-Sites Road to Interstate Highway 5 at Maxwell; north along Interstate Highway
5 to the point of beginning.

(B) Special Conditions:

1. All tagholders will be required to attend a mandatory orientation. Tagholders will be
notified of the time and location of the orientation meeting after receipt of their elk
license tags.

2. Access to private land may be restricted or require payment of an access fee.

3. A Colusa County ordinance prohibits firearms on land administered by the USDI
Bureau of Reclamation in the vicinity of East Park Reservoir. A variance has been
requested to allow use of muzzleloaders (as defined in Section 353) on Bureau of
Reclamation land within the hunt zone.



43} (14) San Luis Reservoir General Methods Tule ElIk Hunt:

(A) Area: In those portions of Merced, Fresno, San Benito, and Santa Clara counties
within a line beginning in Merced County at the junction of Highway 152 and Interstate 5
near the town of Santa Nella, west along Highway 152 to Highway 156 in Santa Clara
County, southwest along Highway 156 to Highway 25 near the town of Hollister in San
Benito County, south along Highway 25 to the town of Paicine, south and east along J1
to Little Panoche Road, North and east along Little Panoche Road to Interstate 5 in
Fresno County, north along Interstate 5 to the point of beginning.

4 (15) Bear Valley General Methods Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: in those portions of Colusa, Lake, and Yolo counties within a line beginning in
Colusa County at the junction of Interstate Highway 5 and Maxwell Sites Road at
Maxwell; west along Maxwell Sites Road to the Sites Lodoga Road; west along the
Sites Lodoga Road to Lodoga Stonyford Road; west along Lodoga Stonyford Road to
Goat Mountain Road; west and south along Goat Mountain Road to the Colusa-Lake
County line; south and west along the Colusa-Lake County line to Forest Route M5;
south along Forest Route M5 to Bartlett Springs Road; easi@ong Bartlett Springs Road
to Highway 20; east on Highway 20 to the fork of Cache ek; north on the north fork
of Cache Creek to Indian Valley Reservoir to Walker dian Valley Reservoir
Access Road; east on Walker Ridge-Indian Valley
Ridge Road; south on Walker Ridge Road to Hi
Highway 16; south on Highway 16 to Rayhou
Road to the Yolo-Napa County line; east and so ng the Yolo-Napa County line to
ast on County Road 78A to

Highway 16; east on Highway 16 to Rou
Interstate Highway 5; north on Interstate the point of beginning.
45) (16) Lake Pillsbury General 7
(A) Area: in those portions of
Glenn-Lake County line and

in a line beginning at the junction of the
unty line; south and west along the

Mendocino-Lake County line tG southeast on Highway 20 to the
intersection of Bartlett 8 Road; north and east along Bartlett Springs Road to the
intersection of Fore est on Forest Route M5 to the Colusa-Lake

County Line; northw
Glenn-Colusa Count
Lake-Glenn County Linet@,th€"point of beginning.

16} (17) Santa Clara Gene¥al Methods Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: Those portions of Merced, Santa Clara, and Stanislaus Counties within the
following line: beginning at the intersection of the Interstate 5 and the San
Joaquin/Stanislaus County line; southeast along Interstate 5 to the intersection of
Highway 152; west along Highway 152 to the intersection of Highway 101 near the town
of Gilroy; north along Highway 101 to the intersection of Interstate 680 near San Jose;
north along Interstate 680 to the intersection of the Alameda/Santa Clara County line;
east along the Alameda/Santa Clara County line to the intersection of the San Joaquin,
Stanislaus, Alameda, Santa Clara County lines; northeast along the San
Joaquin/Stanislaus County line to the point of beginning.

A (18) Alameda General Methods Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: Those portions of Alameda and San Joaquin Counties within the following
line: beginning at the intersection of the Interstate 5 and the San Joaquin/Stanislaus
County line; southwest along the San Joaquin/Stanislaus County line to the intersection

on the Colusa-Lake County Line to the junction of the
e Lake-Glenn County Line; north and west on the



of the San Joaquin, Stanislaus, Alameda, Santa Clara County lines; west along the
Alameda/Santa Clara County Line to the intersection of Interstate 680; north along
Interstate 680 to the intersection of Interstate 580; east and south along Interstate 580
to the intersection of Interstate 5; south along Interstate 5 to the point of beginning.

... [ No changes subsections (e) through (e)(5) ]

(6) Grizzly Island General Methods Tule ElIk Apprentice Hunt:

(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in subsection 364(d){&6)(11)(A).
(B) Special Conditions:

1. All tagholders will be required to attend a mandatory orientation. Tagholders will be
notified of the time and location of the orientation meeting after receipt of their elk
license tags.

2. Only persons possessing valid junior hunting licenses may apply for Apprentice Hunt
license tags. Apprentice Hunt tagholders shall be accomp d by a nonhunting,
licensed adult chaperon 18 years of age or older while
(7) Fort Hunter Liggett General Methods General Publi
(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area describegi
(B) Special Conditions: See subsection 364(p).
(C) Only persons possessing valid junior hunti
Hunt license tags. Apprentice Hunt tagholders s
licensed adult chaperon 18 years of age @t older
(f) Department Administered Archery On
(1) Northeastern California Archery Only
(A) Area: The tag shall be valid ig

.Ik Apprentice Hunt:
ion 364(d)}EH)(12)(A).

may apply for Apprentice
accompanied by a nonhunting,
hunting.

ain Elk Hunt:

cribed in subsection 364(b)(1)(A).
Archery Equipment only as specified in
Section 354.
(2) Owens Valley Multiple Zone
(A) Area: The tag shal id iInf@reas described in subsections 364(d)(3)(A), (d)(4)(A)
ane-(d)(5)(A), and (d)
(B) Special Conditi@
Section 354.

(3) Lone Pine Archery O e Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in subsection 364(d)(5)(A).

(B) Special Conditions: Elk may be taken with Archery Equipment only as specified in
Section 354.

(4) Tinemaha Archery Only Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in subsection 364(d)(6)(A).

(B) Special Conditions: Elk may be taken with Archery Equipment only as specified in
Section 354.

(5) Whitney Archery Only Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in subsection 364(d)(9)(A).

(B) Special Conditions: Elk may be taken with Archery Equipment only as specified in
Section 354.

(6) Fort Hunter Liggett General Public Archery Only Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in subsection 364(d){&H(12)(A).
(B) Special Conditions: See subsection 364(p).

)e taken with Archery Equipment only as specified in

3



(C) Elk may be taken with Archery Equipment only as specified in Section 354.

(g) Department Administered Muzzleloader Only Elk Hunts:

(1) Bishop Muzzleloader Only Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in subsection 364(d)(3)(A).

(B) Special Conditions: Elk may be taken with muzzleloader equipment only as
specified in Section 353.

(2) Independence Muzzleloader Only Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in subsection 364(d)(4)(A).

(B) Special Conditions: Elk may be taken with muzzleloader equipment only as
specified in Section 353.

(3) Fort Hunter Liggett General Public Muzzleloader Only Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in subsection 364(d)&1H(12)(A).
(B) Special Conditions: See subsection 364(p).

(C) Elk may be taken with Muzzleloader Equipment only as specified in Section 353.
(h) Department Administered Muzzleloader/Archery Only Roosevelt Elk Hunts:

(1) Marble Mountains Muzzleloader/Archery Only RooseveltfElk Hunt.

(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in section 364(a)(3)(A).

(B) Special Conditions: Elk may be taken with archer leloader equipment only
as specified in Sections 353 and 354.
(i) Fund Raising Elk Hunts:

(1) Multi-zone Fund Raising Elk Hunt.
(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the areas des

(@)(2)(A), (@)(3)(A), (b)(1)(A), and (d)(2)(4

(2) Grizzly Island Fund Raising Tule Elk HU
Q@’ subsection 364(d)}L0)(11)(A).
[ equired by contacting the Grizzly Island

in subsections 364(a)(1)(A),

(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the are
(B) Special Conditions: Advance
Wildlife Area by telephone at
(3) Owens Valley Fund Raisi )
(A) Area: The tag shall be validiin lescribed in subsections 364(d)(3)(A),
G A), (d)(8)(A), and(d)(9)(A),_and (d)(10)(A).

s are sponsored and tag quotas are set by the
are assigned and the hunts are administered by the Department

Department. The ta
of Defense.

(1) Fort Hunter Liggett af’Only General Methods Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in subsection 364(d){&H(12)(A).
(B) Special Conditions: See subsection 364(p).

(2) Fort Hunter Liggett Military Only General Methods Tule Elk Apprentice Hunt:

(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in subsection 364(d)&1H(12)(A).
(B) Special Conditions: See subsection 364(p).

(C) Only persons possessing valid junior hunting licenses may apply for Apprentice
Hunt license tags. Apprentice Hunt tagholders shall be accompanied by a nonhunting,
licensed adult chaperon 18 years of age or older while hunting.

(3) Fort Hunter Liggett Military Only Archery Only Tule Elk Hunt:

(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in subsection 364(d)&1H(12)(A).
(B) Special Conditions: See subsection 364(p).

(C) Elk may be taken with Archery Equipment only as specified in Section 354.

(4) Fort Hunter Liggett Military Only Muzzleloader Only Tule ElIk Hunt:

(A) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in subsection 364(d)&1H(12)(A).



(B) Special Conditions: See subsection 364(p).

... [ No changes subsections (k) through (q) ]

Hunt

1. Bull 2. 3. Either- | 4. Spike
Tags Antlerless Sex Tags Tags
9 Tags 9 9
5. Season

(r) Department Administered General Methods Roosevelt EIk Hunts

20 [0-30] 20 [0-30]

(1)(A) Siskiyou ["Spall open on the Wednesday preceding the second
Saturday in September a ontinue for 12
consecutive days.

2\(A Northwestern 15 [0-19] o 0[0-10]

(2)(A) Shall open on th y in September and
Marble Mountains

(3)(A)

(L)(A)
ue for 12 consecutive days
[0-10]
(B) The antlerless season shall open on the second

consecutive days.

(t) Department Administered General Methods Roosevelt/Tule Elk Hunts

(DA

Mendocino

2 [0-4] 0 [0-4]

The season shall open on the Wednesday preceding
the fourth Saturday in September and continue for 12
consecutive days.

(u) Department Administered General Methods Tule Elk Hunts

(DA

Cache Creek
Bull

2 [0-4]

The Bull season shall open on the second Saturday in
October and continue for 16 consecutive days.




1. Bull 2. 3. Either- | 4. Spike
T Antlerless Sex T T
§ Hunt ags Tags ex Tags ags
5. Season
2 [0-4]
(B) Antlerless [The Antlerless season shall open on the third Saturday
in October and continue for 16 consecutive days.
La Panza 6[0-12] 5[0-10]
(2)(A) Period 1 | Shall open on the second Saturday in October and
extend for 23 consecutive days
6[0-12] 6 [0-12]
(B) Period 2 ["Shall open on the second Saturday in November and
extend for 23 consecutive days.
. 6 [0-10
3)(A) Bishop [0-10] : :
Period 3 | Shall open on the thi ay in October and extend
for 9 consecutive
6[0-10]
(B) Period 4 "Shall open on Saturday in November and
extend f [ S.
(© Period 5 t Saturday in December and
consecutive days.
A(A Independentegy %_[—10'30 _
(4)(A) all openon the first Saturday in October and extend
O consecutive days.
1 [0-30]
(B) Shall open on the third Saturday in October and extend
for 9 consecutive days.
6 [0-10] 6 [0-30]
(©) Period 4 "Shall open on the first Saturday in November and
extend for 9 consecutive days.
6 [0-10] 6 [0-30]
(D) Period 5 | Shall open on the first Saturday in December and
continue for 9 consecutive days.
Lone Pine 2[0-10] 0 [0-30]
(5)(A) Period 2 | Shall open on the first Saturday in October and extend
for 9 consecutive days.
(B) Period 3 1 [0-10] 6 [0-30]




1. Bull 2. 3. Either- | 4. Spike
T Antlerless Sex T T
§ Hunt ags Tags ex Tags ags
5. Season
Shall open on the third Saturday in October and extend
for 9 consecutive days.
6 [0-10] 1 [0-30]
(©) Period 4 "shall open on the first Saturday in November and
extend for 9 consecutive days.
6 [0-10] 6 [0-30]
(D) Period 5 "shall open on the first Saturday in December and
continue for 9 consecutive days.
B)A Tinemaha | 19191 9.[—10_30 .
(6)(A) Period 2 | Shall open on the first Sattirday in October and extend
for 9 consecutive day
6[0-10]
(B) Period 3 ["shall open on October and extend
for 9 consec
(€) Period 4 aturday in November and
S.
(D) Period the first Saturday in December and
9 consecutive days.
(A West 0 [0-30] :
(M)(A) open on the second Saturday in September and
pxtend for 16 consecutive days.
6 [0-10] 6 [0-30]
(B) Shall open on the first Saturday in October and extend
for 9 consecutive days.
6 [0-10] 6 [0-30]
©) Period 3 "shall open on the third Saturday in October and extend
for 9 consecutive days.
6 [0-10] 6 [0-30]
(D) Period 4 "Shall open on the first Saturday in November and
extend for 9 consecutive days.
6[0-10] 6 [0-30]
(E) Period 5 "'Shall open on the first Saturday in December and
continue for 9 consecutive days.
(8)(A) Tinemaha Mountain 0 [0-8]




Hunt

Period 1

1. Bull
Tags

2.
Antlerless

3. Either-
Sex Tags

4. Spike
Tags

Tags

5. Season

Shall open on the second Saturday in September and
extend for 16 consecutive days.

(B)

Period 2

6 [0-8]

Shall open on the first Saturday in October and
extend for 9 consecutive days.

(©)

Period 3

6 [0-8]

Shall open on the third Saturday in October and
extend for 9 consecutive days

(D)

Period 4

6 [0-8]

Shall open on the first S
extend for 9 consecuti

rday in November and

(E)

Period 5

0 [0-8]

Shall open on
continue for

9)(A)

Whitney
Period 2

(B)

Period

(©)

6 [0-10]

all open on the first Saturday in November and
extend for 9 consecutive days.

(D)

6 [0-4] 6 [0-10]

Shall open on the first Saturday in December and
continue for 9 consecutive days.

10

A

Goodale
Period 1

[0-10] [0-30]

Shall open on the second Saturday in September and

extend for 16 consecutive days.

Period 2

[0-10] [0-30]

Shall open on the first Saturday in October and

extend for 9 consecutive days.

Period 3

[0-10] [0-30]

Shall open on the third Saturday in October and

extend for 9 consecutive days




2

1. Bull ' 3. Either- 4. Spike
T Antlerless Sex T T
§ Hunt ags Tags ex Tags ags
5. Season
[0-10] [0-30]
(©) Period 4 | ghall open on the first Saturday in November and
extend for 9 consecutive days.
[0-10] [0-30]
B Period 5 | ghall open on the first Saturday in December and
continue for 9 consecutive days.
6 [0-3] 6 [0-12] 0 [0-6]
EO)}A) Grizzly Island "ghajlopen on the second Tuesday after the first
(11)(A) Period 1 | saturday in August and inue for 4 consecutive
days.
6 [0-3] 2 [0-6]
(B) Period 2 ["Shall open on't ollowing the opening
of period one consecutive days.
6 [0-3] 0 [0-6]
(©) Period 3 ['gha| Tuesday following the opening
of perio ue for 4 consecutive days
2 [0-6]
(D) the first Thursday following the opening
and continue for 4 consecutive days.
8[0-12] 6 [0-6]
(E) open on the first Tuesday following the opening
riod four and continue for 4 consecutive days
6 [0-3] 6 [0-12] 6 [0-6]
(F) Shall open on the first Thursday following the opening
of period five and continue for 4 consecutive days.
6 [0-3] 8 [0-12] 6 [0-6]
(G) Period 7 "Shall open on the first Tuesday following the opening
of period six and continue for 4 consecutive days
0 [0-3] 6 [0-12] 6 [0-6]
(H) Period 8 ["Spall open on the first Thursday following the opening
of period seven and continue for 4 consecutive days.
6 [0-3] 8 [0-12] 0 [0-6]
(N Period 9 ["Spall open on the first Tuesday following the opening
of period eight and continue for 4 consecutive days.
J) Period 10 3 [0-3] 6 [0-12] 0 [0-6]




1. Bull 2. 3. Either- | 4. Spike
T Antlerless Sex T T
§ Hunt ags Tags ex Tags ags
5. Season
Shall open on the first Thursday following the opening
of period nine and continue for 4 consecutive days.
6 [0-3] 8 [0-12] 0 [0-6]
(K) Period 11 ghall open on the first Tuesday following the opening
of period ten and continue for 4 consecutive days.
2[0-3] 8 [0-12] 2 [0-6]
(L) Period 12 "ghall open on the first Thursday following the opening
of period eleven and continue for 4 consecutive days.
6 [0-3] 8 [0-12] 0 [0-6]
(M) Period 13 "ghall open on the first Tuésday following the opening
of period twelve and e for 4 consecutive days.
A1YA) Fort Hunter Liggett o
General P%%Iic
12)(A _ Shall open on November and
a2)a) beriod 1 | onak
erno continue for ive days
0
(B) Period 2 2 and continue for 9
(©) Period ) the third Saturday in December and
6 consecutive days.
12)A 2 [0-8]
East Par i i
(13)(A) all open the first SaturQay in September and
continue for 27 consecutive days.
13)(A San Luis RE 6 [0-10] o |.O-10| §|O-10|
14)(A Shall open on the first Saturday in October and
continue for 23 consecutive days.
2 [0-4] 1 [0-2]
CLAKA) Bear Valley i
(15)(A) Shall open on the second Saturday in October and
continue for 9 consecutive days.
-4-[0-4]
E5)A) Lake Pillsbury "Spail open on the Wednesday preceding the second
(16)(A) Period 1 | saturday in September and continue for 10
consecutive days.
2 [0-4]
(B) Period 2

Shall open Monday following the fourth Saturday in
September and continue for 10 consecutive days.
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1. Bull Ant|§}|ess 3. Either- | 4. Spike
§ Hunt Tags Sex Tags Tags
Tags
5. Season
0 [0-4] 0
E6)(A)
(17)(A) Santa Clara ["ghall open on the second Saturday in October and
continue for 16 consecutive days.
0 [0-4] 0
EHAY
(18)(A) Alameda ["spall open on the second Saturday in October and

continue for 16 consecutive days.

(v) Department Administered Apprentice Hunts

Marble Mountain
General Methods

2 [0-4]

(1)(A) Shall open on the Wedn y preceding the second
Roosevelt Elk | satyrday in Septembeg@id continue for 12
Apprentice | consecutive days.
Northeast California 2 [0-4]
2)(A) General Methods ["shal open opgdie Wednesday preceding the third
Rocky Mountain EIK | satyrday in S r and continue for 12
Apprentice
Cache Creek
General Methods
B)A) Tule Elk
Apprenticed
(4)(A)
and for 23 consecutive days.
6[0-10] 6 [0-30]
G)A) Shall open on the first Saturday in October and
k extend for 9 consecutive days.
Period 2
Grizzly Island 2 [0-4] 0 [0-4]
General Methods .
(6)(A) Tule Elk | Shall open on the second Tuesday after the first
Apprentice | Saturday in August and continue for 4 consecutive
Period 1 | days
6 [0-4] 2 [0-4]
(B) Period 2 ["Shall open on the first Thursday following the opening
of period one and continue for 4 consecutive days.
2 [0-4] 0 [0-4]
(©) Period 3 ["shall open on the first Tuesday following the opening

of period two and continue for 4 consecutive days.
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1. Bull 2. 3. Either- | 4. Spike
T Antlerless Sex T T
§ Hunt ags Tags ex Tags ags
5. Season
0 [0-4] 2 [0-4]
(D) Period 4 "Shall open on the first Thursday following the opening
of period three and continue for 4 consecutive days.
Fort Hunter Liggett 1[0-2] 1[0-8]
(7)(A) General Public

General Methods
Apprentice

Shall open on the third Saturday in December and
continue for 16 consecutive days.

(w) Department Administered Archery Only Hunts

(DA

Northeast California
Archery Only

0 0 10 [0-20]

Shall open on the Wed
Saturday in Septemb
consecutive days.

ay preceding the first
continue for 12

(2)(A)

Owens Valley Multiple
Zone
Archery Only

3[0-10]

Shall open o nd Saturday in August and

3)A)

Lone Pine
Archery Only

Period 1 | .

(4)(A)

(B)(A)

6 [0-30]

6 [0-30]

Shall open on the second Saturday in September and

) extend for 16 consecutive days.

(6)(A)

General P
Archery Only
Either Sex

2[0-10]

Shall open on the last Wednesday in July and
continue for 9 consecutive days.

(B)

Fort Hunter Liggett
General Public
Archery Only
Antlerless

-4-[0-10]

Shall-open-on-thelast Wednesday-in-September-and
continde-for-9-consecutive-days—Shall open on the

Tuesday preceding the fourth Thursday in November
and continue for 9 consecutive days.

(x) Department Administered Muzzleloader Only Tule Elk Hunts

(DA

Bishop
Muzzleloader Only
Period 1

6 [0-10] 6 [0-30]

Shall open on the second Saturday in September and
extend for 16 consecutive days.
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1. Bull 2. 3. Either- | 4. Spike
T Antlerless Sex T T
5 Hunt ags Tags ex Tags ags
5. Season
Independence 1 [0-10] 06 [0-10]
(2)(A) Muzzleloader Only ["Shaji open on the second Saturday in September and
Period 1 | extend for 16 consecutive days.
Goodale | [0-10] [0-10]
(3)(A) Muzzleloader Only | shal open on the second Saturday in September and
Period 1 | extend for 16 consecutive days.
0 [0-10] 0 [0-10]
XA Fort Hunter Liggett | ghall gnen on the second-Saturday-in October-and
(A(A) General Public j j - Shall open on the

Muzzleloader Only

third Saturday in Dece r and continue for 17

consecutive days.

(y) Department Administered Muzzleloader/Archer

(DA

Marble Mountain
Muzzleloader/Archery
Roosevelt Elk

Shall open on
or 9 cons i

(z) Fund Raising Elk Tags

(DA

Northwestern Roosevelt EIk Season shall open on the
last Wednesday in August and continue for 30

Fund RaiS consecutive days.
Northeastern Rocky Mountain Elk Season shall open
on the Wednesday preceding the last Saturday in
August and continue for 33 consecutive days.
La Panza Tule Elk Season shall open on the first
Saturday in October and extend for 65 consecutive
days.
. 1
2)(A) Grlgz_ly Island Shal : :
Fund Raising Tags all open on the first Saturday in August and
continue for 30 consecutive days.
Owens Valley 1
3)(A) Fund Raising Tags

Shall open on the last Saturday in July and extend for
30 consecutive days.
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1. Bull 2. 3. Either- | 4. Spike
§ H Tags Antlerless Sex Tags Tags
unt Tags
5. Season
(aa) Military Only Tule Elk Hunts
Fort Hunter Liggett 2[0-2] +10-2]

Military Only

The early season shall open on the second Monday in

(1)(A) General Methods | August and continue for 5 consecutive days and
Early Season | reopen on the fourth Monday in August and continue
for 5 consecutive days.
-4-[0-16]
(B) Period 1 ["Shall open on the first Thursday in November and
continue for 9 consecutive gays.
(©) Period 2 "Shall open Novemb continue for 9
consecutive day
-4]0-14]
(D) Period 3 " "Shall open ird Saturday in December and
or 16 consecutive days
Fort Hunter Liggett 1
Military Only
2)(A) General Methods the third Saturday in December and
Apprentic 6 consecutive days.
Fort Hunter Ligget 2 [0-6]
Mili ®
(3)(A) , | open on the last Wednesday in July and
continue for 9 consecutive days
-4-[0-10]
(B) Shall open on the last Wednesday in September and
continue for 9 consecutive days.
Fort Hunter Liggett 0 [0-6] i
Military Only
(4)(A) continuefor 12 consecutive-days. Shall open on the

Muzzleloader Only

third Saturday in December and continue for 17
consecutive days.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 200, 202, 203, 332 and 1050, Fish and Game Code.
Reference: Sections 332 and 1050, Fish and Game Code.
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FISH AND GAME COMMISSION
INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR REGULATORY ACTION
(Pre-Publication of Notice Statement)

Amend Section 364.1
Title 14, California Code of Regulations (CCR)
Re: SHARE Elk Hunts
Date of Initial Statement of Reasons: September 21, 2016

Dates and Locations of Scheduled Hearings:

(a) Notice Hearing: Date: December 8, 2016
Location: San Diego,

(b) Discussion Hearing: Date: Febru 17
Location: Sa osa,

(c) Adoption Hearing: Date: ril 2017
Location: geles, CA

Description of Regulatory Action:

tion Change and Factual Basis for
Reasonably Necessary:

(a) Statement of Specific Pur of R
Determining that Regul nge

1. Establish the Goodale Hunt in the western half of the
Independence Zg

e Department has recommended establishing the

e western half of the Independence zone described in
the 2010 Final E ental Document regarding Elk hunting. The proposed
modification establishes the Goodale Tule Elk Hunt Zone in subsection
364(d)(10)(A).

Correspondingly, establishing this new SHARE hunt will allow Department
personnel to allocate elk tags specifically for this zone; the tag quota will remain
unchanged but distributed between the Independence and Goodale hunt areas.
The Department proposes to establish the Goodale Tule Elk SHARE hunt in
subsection 364.1(a)(18)(A). The elk herd in this area can then be managed more
effectively while providing a biologically appropriate harvest within each zone in
accordance with management goals and objectives.

2. Number of Tags:

In order to maintain appropriate harvest levels and hunting quality it is necessary
to annually adjust quotas (total number of tags) in response to dynamic
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environmental and biological conditions. Current regulations in Section 364.1
specify elk license tag quotas for each hunt in accordance with management
goals and objectives.

The amendments to Section 364.1 will establish new tag quotas to adjust for
periodic fluctuations in elk population numbers. The proposed tag allocations are
expressed as ranges [shown in brackets] in the tables of the amended
Regulatory Text (subsections 364.1 (i) through (I)) attached to this ISOR. The
guotas are expressed as ranges because the final number of tags cannot be
determined until survey of the herds and harvest data from the 2016-17 hunt
season are analyzed and the results are available in the spring of 2017. The
final number of tags allocated to each zone will be recommended to the
Commission at the adoption hearing on April 26, 2017.

The SHARE private property elk hunts correspond elk hunts identified in
Section 364. These regulations authorize SHAR hunts with separate
seasons and tag quotas. Tag issuance will be he SHARE program

utilizing the department’s existing tag distribufion proc es.

The proposed ranges of elk tags for 20 re ented in the Regulatory Text of
Section 364.1.

3. Minor Editorial Changes:

Minor editorial changes g
spelling, grammar, angd

eCcess or consistency in subsection numbering,

(b) Authority and Referenc

Authority: Fig
Reference:

alme Code sections 200, 202, 203, 332 and 1050.
e Code sections 332 and 1050.

(c) Specific Technola quipment Required by Regulatory Change: None.
(d) Identification of Reports or Documents Supporting Regulation Change:
Final Environmental Document Regarding Elk Hunting dated April 21, 2010

(e) Public Discussions of Proposed Regulations Prior to Notice Publication:

Fish and Game Commission’s Wildlife Resources Committee meeting held on
September 21, 2016 in Woodland, California.

Description of Reasonable Alternatives to Regulatory Action:

(a) Alternatives to Regulation Change:



VI.

No alternatives were identified. EIlk license tag quotas for the SHARE program must
be adjusted periodically in response to a variety of environmental and biological
conditions, including forage availability, population structure, overwinter survival
rates, and landowner interest.

(b) No Change Alternative:

The no-change alternative was considered and rejected because it would not attain
project objectives. Elk hunts and opportunity must be adjusted periodically in
response to a variety of environmental and biological conditions, including forage
availability, population structure, and over-winter survival rates. Elk populations have
increased and landowner conflicts have also escalated in several areas. Adjusting
tag quotas provides for appropriate harvest levels within the hunt zones.

(c) Consideration of Alternatives:

e alternative considered
ich the regulation is

In view of information currently possessed, no reaso
would be more effective in carrying out the purpos
proposed, would be as effective and less burde
than the proposed regulation, or would be m
persons and equally effective in implementi tutory policy or other provision
of law.

Mitigation Measures Required by Re

negative impact on the environment;
ed. The number of tags that will be

ill result in a harvest that is at or below
ental Document Regarding Elk Hunting

This proposed actio tag quotas in an effort to meet management goals and
provide hunting opportumtties for the public. Given the number of tags available, and
the area over which they are distributed, this proposal is economically neutral to
business.

(a) Significant Statewide Adverse Economic Impact Directly Affecting Businesses,
Including the Ability of California Businessmen to Compete with Businesses in
Other States.

The proposed action will not have a significant statewide adverse economic
impact directly affecting business, including the ability of California businesses to
compete with businesses in other states. Considering the relatively small
number of tags issued over the entire state, this proposal is economically neutral
to business.



VII.

(b) Impact on the Creation or Elimination of Jobs Within the State, the Creation of
New Businesses or the Elimination of Existing Businesses, or the Expansion of
Businesses in California; Benefits of the Regulation to the Health and Welfare of
California Residents, Worker Safety, and the State’s Environment:

The proposed action will not have significant impacts on the creation or
elimination of jobs or the creation of new businesses or the elimination of existing
businesses within California because it is unlikely to result in a significant change
in hunting effort. The proposed action does not provide benefits to worker safety
because it does not address working conditions.

The Commission anticipates benefits to the health and welfare of California
residents. Hunting provides opportunities for multi-generational family activities
and promotes respect for California’s environment by the future stewards of the
State’s resources. The Commission anticipates be s to the State’s
environment in the sustainable management of nafiral resources.

(c) Cost Impacts on Representative Private Per,

The Commission is not aware of any ¢ mp that a representative private
person or business would necessarily inc asonable compliance with this
proposed action.

(d) Costs or Savings to State Agencie
State: None.

vings in Federal Funding to the

(e) Other Nondiscretiona
(f) Programs Mandéie al Agencies or School Districts: None.

(g) Costs Imposeghon Any Lecal Agency or School District that is Required to be
Reimbursed unt

(h) Effect on Housing Co5sts: None.

Economic Impact Assessment

The proposed action will have no statewide economic or fiscal impact because the
proposed action is unlikely to constitute a significant change from the 2016 elk
season. The number of tags to be set in regulation for 2017 is intended to achieve
or maintain the levels set forth in the approved management plans and
environmental documents to sustainably manage elk populations and maintain
hunting opportunities in subsequent seasons.

(a) Effects of the regulation on the creation or elimination of jobs within the State:
The cumulative effects of the changes throughout the EIk SHARE program

are estimated to be neutral to job elimination and potentially positive to job
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(b)

(©)

(d)

()

(f)

creation in California. No significant changes are expected as a direct result
of the proposed regulation changes.

Effects of the regulation on the creation of new businesses or the elimination
of existing businesses within the State:

The cumulative effects of the proposed amendments in various areas of the
State are expected to be neutral to positive to the creation or elimination of
businesses in California. There are no significant changes in the Elk SHARE
program to businesses as a direct result of the proposed regulation changes.

Effects of the regulation on the expansion of businesses currently doing
business within the State

The cumulative effects of the proposed amendments in various areas of the
State are expected to be neutral to positive with i€Spect to the expansion of
businesses currently doing business in Califor, There are no significant
changes in the Elk SHARE program to busi s a direct result of the
proposed regulation changes.

Benefits of the regulation to the hea nd wetfare of California residents:

th and welfare of California
S ulti-generational family
)|a’s environment by the future

The proposed regulation will b
residents. Hunting provides o
activities and promotes respect
stewards of the State’

fit the

sustainable manag resources
Benefits of the regu r safety

The propg not affect worker safety.
Benefits of on to the State's environment

It is the policy of the State to encourage the conservation, maintenance, and
utilization of the State’s living resources. The proposed action will further this
core objective.



INFORMATIVE DIGEST
(Policy Statement Overview)

Existing regulations in Section 364.1, Title 14, CCR, specify elk license tag quotas for
each SHARE hunt. In order to achieve elk herd management goals and objectives and
maintain hunting quality, it is periodically necessary to adjust quotas, seasons, hunt
areas and other criteria, in response to dynamic environmental and biological
conditions. The proposed amendments to Section 364.1 will establish 2017 tag quotas
within each hunt adjusting for annual fluctuations in population number, season dates,
and tag distribution.

1. Modify SHARE Hunt. The Department is recommending establishing a new
Goodale SHARE hunt in subsection 364(1)(10).

2. Modify Tag Quotas. In order to achieve appropriate harvest levels and maintain
hunting quality it is necessary to annually adjust quotas {tetal number of tags) in
response to dynamic environmental and biological ¢ tions. Section 364
regulations specify elk license tag quotas for each ccordance with
management goals and objectives.

Other minor editorial changes and renumbefing h also been made.

The complete Table and text is found in attach

Section 364.1.

roposed Regulatory Text of

Benefits of the requlations

The proposed regulations wi e t0 the’sustainable management of elk
erd*management goals specify objective levels
ds. These ratios are maintained and managed in
of tags. The final values for the license tag

gs from annual harvest and herd composition counts
goals and objectives.

Non-monetary benefits to the public

The Commission does not anticipate non-monetary benefits to the protection of public
health and safety, worker safety, the prevention of discrimination, the promotion of
fairness or social equity and the increase in openness and transparency in business
and government.

Consistency and Compatibility with State Regulations

The Fish and Game Commission, pursuant to Fish and Game Code Sections 200, 202
and 203, has the sole authority to regulate elk hunting in California. Commission staff
has searched the California Code of Regulations and has found the proposed changes
pertaining to elk tag allocations are consistent with Title 14. Therefore the Commission
has determined that the proposed amendments are neither inconsistent nor
incompatible with existing State regulations.
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REGULATORY TEXT

Section 364.1 is amended to read:

8§ 364.1. Department Administered Shared Habitat Alliance for Recreational
Enhancement (SHARE) Elk Hunts

... [No changes to subsections (a) through (h)]

(A) Hunts

1. 2. 3. 4.
Bull Tags Antlerless | Either-Sex Spike
Tags Tags Tags
(B) Area

(i) Department Administered SHARE Roosevelt EIk Hunts

2[0-10] 2
(1) Siskiyou [(B) Area: The ta the area described in
subsection 36
7[0-10] 0[0-5]
(2) Northwestern ") Areg | be valid in the area described in
3) Marble Mountain e tag shall be valid in the area described in

(1)

Northea

6 [0-10]

) B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in
subsection 364(b)(1)(A).

(k) Department Administere

41ARE Roosevelt/Tule Elk Hunts

(1)

Mendocino

2 [0-4] 4 [0-4]

(B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in
subsection 364(c)(1)(A).

() Department Administered SHARE Tule Elk Hunts

1[0-2] 1[0-2]
1) Cache Creek [((B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in
subsection 364(d)(1)(A).
5[0-10] 16 [0-10]
(2) La Panza [(B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in

subsection 364(d)(2)(A).




1. 2. 3. 4.
(A) Hunts Bull Tags Antlerless | Either-Sex Spike
§ Tags Tags Tags
(B) Area
0[0-2] 0[0-2]
(3) Bishop ["(B) "Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in
subsection 364(d)(3)(A).
0[0-2] 0[0-2]
(4) Independence [7(B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in
subsection 364(d)(4)(A).
Lone Pine olo-2] elo-2]
() Period 2 | (B) Area: The tag shall b lid in the area described in
subsection 364(d)(5)(A
0 [0-2]
(6) Tinemaha [(B) Area: The t the area described in
(7) West Tinemaha be valid in the area described in
(8) Tinemaha Mountaing tag shall be valid in the area described in
(d)(B)(A).
0 [0-2]
(9) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in
ubsection 364(d)(9)(A).
[0-2] [0-2]
(10) (B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in
subsection 364(d)(10)(A).
0 [0-2] 0 [0-10] 0 [0-10]
0)(11) Grizzly Island | (B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in
subsection 364(d)-0)(11)(A).
6[0-4] 6[0-4]
@1)(12) | Fort Hunter Liggett | By Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in
subsection 364(d)-(AH(12)(A).
2 [0-6] 4 [0-6]
(2)(13) | East Park Reservoir | gy Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in

subsection 364(dZ2}(13)(A).




1. 2. 3. 4.
(A) Hunts Bull Tags Antlerless | Either-Sex Spike
§ Tags Tags Tags
(B) Area
2 [0-5] 3 [0-5]
(3)(14) | San Luis Reservoir | gy Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in
subsection 364(d)&3)(14)(A).
1 [0-2] 1 [0-2]
E4)(15) Bear Valley | (g) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in
subsection 364(d)&4)(15)(A).
0 [0-4] 0 [0-4]
5)(16) Lake Pillsbury | By Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in
subsection 364(d)&5)(16)(A).
0 [0-2]
&6)(17) Santa Clara | (g) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in
subsection 364(d)&6)(17)(A).
0 [0-2]
&AH(18) Alameda | (B) Area: The tag shall be valid in the area described in
subsection 364(d)&A(18)(A).

Note: Authority Cited: Sections 332 and 1050, Fish and Game Code. Reference:
Sections 332, 1050 and 1574, Fish and Game Code.




State of California
Department of Fish and Wildlife

Memorandum

Date: November 7, 2016

To: Valerie Termini

Executive Director

Fish and Game Commission e
From: Charlton H. Bonham /H)M

Director

Subject: Agenda Item for the December 7-8, 2016 Fish and Game Commission Meeting;
Request for Authorization to Publish Notice of the Commission’s Intent to
Amend Sections 360, 361, 362, 363, 364 and 364.1 RE: Big Game Hunting —
Recommended Quotas and Seasons for 2017

Attached are the Department of Fish and Wildlife’s (Department'’s) proposals for the
2017-18 big game hunting quotas and seasons. Sections in Title 14, California Code
of Regulations that would be affected include:

360b Deer X zones

360c Deer Additional Hunts

361  Archery Deer

362 Bighorn sheep

363 Antelope

364 Elk

364.1 Elk SHARE

(Note: no changes are proposed to Section 360(a), Deer zones A-D)

Annual tag quotas for big game species are indicated as ranges (e.g., [0-40]) from
which the final 2017 recommendation will be made at the conclusion of population
survey efforts next spring.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Acting
Wildlife Branch Chief, Rick Mayfield at (916) 445-3555 or by email at
Rick.Mayfield@wildlife.ca.gov. The public notice should identify Environmental
Program Manager, Craig Stowers as the Department's primary contact for this
rulemaking. Mr. Stowers can be reached at (916) 445-3553 or by email at
Craig.Stowers@wildlife.ca.gov.

Attachments

ec: Stafford Lehr, Deputy Director
Wildlife and Fisheries Division
Stafford.Lehr@wildlife.ca.gov




Valerie Termini, Executive Director
November 7, 2016
Page 2

David Bess, Chief
Law Enforcement Division
David.Bess@wildlife.ca.gov

Wendy Bogdan, Chief Counsel
Office of the General Counsel
Wendy.Bogdan@wildlife.ca.gov

Richard Reyes, Program Manager
ALDS
Richard.Reyes@wildlife.ca.gov

Maria Melchiorre, Assistant Chief
License and Revenue Branch
Maria.Melchiorre@wildlife.ca.gov

Craig Stowers, Game Program Manager
Wildlife Branch

Wildlife and Fisheries Division
Craig.Stowers@wildlife.ca.gov

Stuart Itoga, Senior Environmental
Scientist Supervisor

Wildlife Branch

Wildlife and Fisheries Division
Stuart.ltoga@wildlife.ca.gov

Joe Hobbs, Senior Environmental
Scientist Specialist

Wildlife Branch

Wildlife and Fisheries Division
Joe.Hobbs@wildlife.ca.gov

Regina Abella, Environmental Scientist
Wildlife Branch

Wildlife and Fisheries Division
Regina.Abella@wildlife.ca.gov

Craig Martz, Program Manager
Regulations Unit

Wildlife and Fisheries Division
Craig.Martz@wildlife.ca.gov

Mike Randall, Analyst
Regulations Unit

Wildlife and Fisheries Division
Mike.Randall@wildlife.ca.gov
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