
Item No. 28 
STAFF SUMMARY FOR DECEMBER 7-8, 2016 

28. CENTRAL VALLEY SALMON

Today’s Item Information  ☐ Action  ☒ 
(A) Authorize publication of notice of intent to amend Central Valley salmon regulations to 

conform with federal guidelines. 
(B) Provide direction concerning protection of the winter-run Chinook salmon on the 

Sacramento River between Keswick Dam and the HWY 44 bridge. 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions 
• WRC vetting Sep 21, 2016; WRC Sacramento 
• Today’s Notice hearing Dec 7-8, 2016; San Diego 
• Discussion hearing Feb 8-9, 2017; Santa Rosa  
• Adoption hearing Apr 13, 2017; Teleconference 

Background 

DFW is proposing changes to subsections 7.50(b)(5), (68) and (156.5), and proposing a range 
of bag and possession limits in the American, Feather, and Sacramento rivers to encompass 
possible Pacific Fishery Management Council (PFMC) 2017 recommendations for Central 
Valley salmon stocks in mid-April. The scope of this option is intentionally broad to increase 
flexibility for development of the final Central Valley salmon seasons. Specific bag and 
possession limits for Central Valley adult fall-run Chinook Salmon will be presented to FGC at 
its Apr teleconference meeting after the final PFMC recommendations are adopted by the 
National Marine Fisheries Service. For consistency, FGC generally adopts regulations to bring 
State law into conformance with federal law for Central Valley salmon. 

(A) DFW will provide an overview of the range of options for Central Valley salmon (Exhibit 3). 
(B) DFW will also present options for protection of the winter-run Chinook (to be provided at 

the meeting). 

Significant Public Comments (N/A) 

Recommendation 
FGC staff:  Authorize publication of the notice as recommended by DFW. 
Committee:  The WRC recommended inclusion of the items identified. 
DFW :  Authorize publication of the notice as detailed in the Initial Statement of Reasons 
(ISOR) (Exhibit 2). 

Exhibits 
1. DFW Memo, received Nov 2, 2016
2. ISOR
3. DFW presentation – (A) Central Valley salmon

Author:  Caren Woodson 1 
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Motion/Direction 

Moved by _____________and seconded by _____________ that the Commission authorizes 
publication of a notice of its intent to amend subsections 7.50(b)(5), (68) and (156.5) regarding 
Central Valley salmon. 

and 
Moved by _____________and seconded by _____________ that the Commission authorizes 
the addition of the Sacramento River between Keswick Dam and Highway 44 bridge to protect 
winter-run Chinook salmon to the publication of notice of intent to amend subsections 
7.50(b)(5), (68) and (156.5) regarding Central Valley salmon. 

Author:  Caren Woodson 2 
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Fish and Game Commission Meeting 

December 8, 2016 
Kevin Shaffer, Chief 

Fisheries Branch 
 

2017 Central Valley Salmon   
Sport Fishing Regulatory Options   

 
 





Pacific Fisheries  
Management Council 

• The PFMC establishes escapement goals for 
Sacramento River fall-run Chinook salmon  

–  122,000 minimum hatchery and natural area 
adult escapement     

 

• The PFMC will release 2017 spawning 
escapement estimate in April 2017 

 

• DFW determines bag and possession limits 
based on escapement estimate  



 
2016 Central Valley Salmon  

Angling Regulations 
 

• Lower American River 
–2/4 fish daily bag and possession limit 
 

• Feather River 
– 2/4 fish daily bag and possession limit 
 

• Sacramento River 
– 2/4 fish daily bag and possession limit  



2017 Central Valley Salmon 
Regulatory Options 

• Lower American River 
– Daily bag limit: 0-4 fish; Possession limit: 0-8 

fish 
 

• Feather River 
– Daily bag limit: 0-4 fish; Possession limit: 0-8 

fish 
 

• Sacramento River 
– Daily bag limit: 0-4 fish; Possession limit: 0-8 

fish 
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