
Item No. 27 
STAFF SUMMARY FOR DECEMBER 7-8, 2016 

27. KLAMATH RIVER SALMON

Today’s Item Information  ☐ Action  ☒ 
Authorize publication of notice of intent to change Klamath River Basin salmon sport fishing 
regulations to conform with federal regualtions. 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions 
• WRC vetting Sep 21, 2016; WRC Sacramento 
• Today’s Notice hearing Dec 7-8, 2016; San Diego 
• Discussion hearing Feb 8-9, 2017; Santa Rosa  
• Adoption hearing Apr 13, 2017; Teleconference 

Background 
FGC annually adopts Klamath River Basin salmon sport fishing regulations to conform State 
regulations with federal fishing regulations. Specific bag and possession limits for Klamath 
River Basin adult fall-run Chinook Salmon are scheduled for adoption after the Pacific Fishery 
Management Council has reviewed the status of West Coast salmon stocks and final fishery 
allocation recommendations have been adopted. Two tribal entities within the Klamath River 
System (Hoopa Valley Tribe and Yurok Tribe) maintain in-river fishing rights for ceremonial, 
subsistence and commercial fishing purposes that are accounted for in allocations and 
managed consistent with federal fishery management goals.  
Subsection 7.50(b)(91.1) is proposed for amendment to: 

1. Change quota, bag limit and possession limit.
For notice purposes, DFW recommends an allocation range of 0-67,600 adult Klamath
River Basin Fall Chinook Salmon (KRFC) over 22”; a bag limit range between 0-4 fish
over 22” until the sub-quota is met, then 0 fish over 22”; and a possession limit between
0-12 fish over 22” when the take of salmon is allowed.

2. Clean up for clarity and consistency.

Significant Public Comments (N/A) 

Recommendation 
FGC staff:  Authorize publication of the notice as recommended by DFW. 
Committee:  The WRC recommended inclusion of the items identified. 
DFW:  Authorize publication of the notice. 

Exhibits 
1. DFW Memo, received Nov 2, 2016
2. ISOR
3. DFW presentation

Motion/Direction  

Moved by __________ and seconded by _____________ that the Commission authorizes 
publication of a notice to amend subsection 7.50(b)(91.1) re: Klamath River Basin sport fishing. 

Author:  Caren Woodson 1 
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Fish and Game Commission Meeting 

December 8, 2016 
Kevin Shaffer, Chief 

Fisheries Branch 
 

2017 Klamath Basin  
Sport Fishing Regulatory Options   

 
 



Klamath Basin Adult  Chinook  Regulatory Options 
ISOR 2014 

•  No change to spring Chinook regulations   
 

• Range of options for fall Chinook basin and sub-area quota, bag and possession limits  
 
• Quota range – 0- 67,600 fall Chinook > 22 inches 

 
• Bag limit range – 0-4 fall Chinook  > 22 inches 

 
• Possession limit range – 0-12 > 22 inches 

 
• Season – August 15 – December 31 (Klamath River) and September 1 – December 31 (Trinity 

River). 
 

• Quota allocation  typically conforms to Pacific Fishery Management  Council recommendations, 
bag and possession determined by the CDFW based on quota.  
 

• CDFW proposal for changing  lower  Klamath “spit” area language 
 

  
 
 

  Area 1 

Lower Klamath sub-quota area 
            50% of quota 

Upper Klamath 
sub-quota area 
    17% of quota 

Trinity sub-quota areas 
   16.5%  of quota each 

Map of the Klamath Basin 
Showing sub-quota areas  
and creel sampling areas (1 
and 2) in lower Klamath River 



Pacific Fisheries  
Management Council 

• The PFMC establishes harvest allocations and 
natural spawning escapement goals for Klamath 
fall-run Chinook salmon 

 

• The PFMC will recommend the 2017 Klamath 
River recreational fishery allocation in April 2017 

 

• Klamath Basin quota allocation typically 
conforms to PFMC recommendations 

 

• DFW determines bag and possession limits 
based on quota 

 

 
 



 
2016 Klamath Basin 
Angling Regulations 

  

• Klamath Basin quota:  1,110 fish > 22 inches 
 

• Bag limit:  2 fish, no more than 1 adult > 22 
inches 

 

• Possession limit:  6 fish, no more than 3 adults 
> 22 inches 

 

• Season:  Aug. 15 – Dec. 31 (Klamath River) 
 

• Season:  Sept. 1 – Dec. 31 (Trinity River) 



2017 Klamath Basin 
Angling Regulatory Options  

• Klamath Basin quota range:  0-67,000 fish > 
22 inches 

 

• Bag limit range:  0-4 fish > 22 inches 
 

• Possession limit range:  0-12 fish > 22 inches 
 

• Season:  Aug. 15 – Dec. 31 (Klamath River)  
 

• Season:  Sept. 1 – Dec. 31 (Trinity River) 
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