
Item No. 23 
STAFF SUMMARY FOR DECEMBER 7-8, 2016 

23. ENHANCED PENALTIES

Today’s Item Information  ☐ Action  ☒ 
Adopt regulations to establish enhanced penalties for illegal take of game with defined 
characteristics as reflected in the Initial Statement of Reasons (ISOR) (Exhbit 2).   

Summary of Previous/Future Actions 
• Notice hearing Aug 24-25, 2016; Folsom 
• Today’s Adoption hearing Dec 7-8, 2016; San Diego 

Background 

Fish and Game Code requires FGC to adopt definitions to establish a trophy designation and 
monetary value based on the size or related characteristics of deer, elk, antelope, bighorn 
sheep, and wild turkey. Defining trophy characteristics and allowing for imposition of a range of 
fines commensurate with the egregious nature of the violation, or violations, will potentially 
provide a deterrent to would be poachers, when informed of a court’s new authority to increase 
the fines and penalties. 

The courts need the authority to assess a penalty for an egregious violation, or multiple 
violations, compared to other violations that may be spur-of-the-moment bad decisions made 
by a hunter with no previous poaching convictions. DFW developed the proposed designations 
after researching similar standards of nine western states. Interested user groups and non-
governmental organizations associated with hunting and wildlife management provided input 
on the proposed standards. No state has a trophy size designation for wild turkey, therefore, if 
adopted, California would be the first. 

Significant Public Comments (N/A) 

Recommendation 
FGC staff:  Adopt proposed changes. 

Exhibits 
1. DFW preadoption email, received Nov. 1, 2016
2. ISOR

Motion/Direction 

Moved by _____________and seconded by _____________ that the Commission adopts the 
consent calendar, items 20-23. 

Author:  Caren Woodson 1 



From: Barrow, Scott@Wildlife
To: Termini, Valerie@FGC
Cc: Lehr, Stafford@Wildlife; Shuman, Craig@Wildlife; Shaffer, Kevin@Wildlife; Bess, David@Wildlife; Grebel,

Joanna@Wildlife; Mitchell, Karen@Wildlife; Foy, Patrick@Wildlife; Yaun, Michael@FGC; Brittain, Mary@FGC;
Alminas, Ona@Wildlife; Martz, Craig@Wildlife; Duncan, Margaret@Wildlife; Randall, Mike@Wildlife; Ashcraft,
Susan@FGC; Woodson, Caren@FGC; Chappell, Erin@FGC; Snellstrom, Jon@FGC; Miller-Henson, Melissa@FGC;
Pope, Elizabeth@Wildlife; Tiemann, Sheri@FGC; Fonbuena, Sherrie@FGC

Subject: Three December Rulemakings with No Preadopt Needed
Date: Tuesday, November 01, 2016 4:08:37 PM

Hi Valerie:
 
This e-mail is to confirm that the DFW/RU will not be providing Pre-adopt statements for the
Sportfish, Groundfish, and Enhanced Penalties rulemakings scheduled for adoption at the December
meeting. 
 
There are no public comments in the FGC account at this time, no additional regulatory changes,
and no public comments or material submissions from the August or October meetings for these
three rulemakings.
 
I am submitting this e-mail a little early, but there is no indication this status will change in the next
two weeks.
 
Scott
 
--------------------------------------------
Scott Barrow
CDFW Regulations Unit
Scott.Barrow@wildlife.ca.gov
(916) 653-1902 office
(916) 208-7252 cell
--------------------------------------------
 
Every Californian should conserve water.  Find out how at:

SaveOurWater.com · Drought.CA.gov
 

http://saveourwater.com/
http://saveourwater.com/
http://drought.ca.gov/
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