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STAFF SUMMARY FOR DECEMBER 7-8, 2016 

18A. OTHER INFORMATIONAL ITEMS – STAFF REPORT 

Today’s Item Information  ☒ Action  ☐ 
Receive the staff report, including staff time allocations and previous meeting outcomes. 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions (N/A) 

Background 

Staffing update: 
• The deputy executive director job examination was scored and four candidates were

successful; interviews are underway and will be completed by mid-Dec.

• A new California Sea Grant State Fellow, Heather Banko, will begin in mid- to late-Jan
2017 to assist FGC’s marine and wildlife advisors for one year.

• Recent legislation has created the need to amend Title 14 of the California Code of
Regulations with new Fish and Game Code citations; as this project will generate
significant workload, staff is seeking a retired annuitant with a legal or regulatory
background to provide project support.

Staff time allocations:  To help keep FGC current on where its staff is expending time, staff 
has developed a report that shows the allocation of time in general categories for the previous 
two months, as well as highlights some specific activities during that time (Exhibit 1). 

Previous meeting outcomes:  Staff has prepared a summary of outcomes for the most 
recent FGC meeting held Oct 19-20, 2016 (Exhibit 2) 

Significant Public Comments (N/A) 

Recommendation (N/A) 

Exhibits 
1. Staff Report on Time Allocation and Accomplishments, dated Nov 28, 2016
2. Oct 19-20, 2016 FGC meeting outcomes

Motion/Direction (N/A) 
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California Fish and Game Commission 
Staff Report on Staff Time Allocation and Accomplishments 

November 28, 2016 

 

Staff time is a tangible and invaluable asset. This report identifies where Commission staff 
allocated time to general activity categories (see table) and specific activities (see activities lists) 
during October and November 2016. 

While the table below summarizes time allocation across all staff classifications, some 
classifications require a greater emphasis on certain categories than others. For example, the 
advisors spend up to 30% of their time on special projects due to committee project 
assignments, while regulatory analysts spend up to 70% of their time on regulatory program 
tasks. 

General Allocation 

Task Category* October Staff 
Time 

November 
Staff Time 

Regulatory Program 17% 17% 

Commission/Committee Meetings 35% 28% 

Legal Matters 5% 3% 

External Affairs 6% 7% 

Special Projects 8% 7% 

Administration 22% 22% 

Leave Time 11% 14% 

Unfilled Positions 7% 7% 

Total Staff Time1 110% 105% 

* Total staff time is greater than 100% due to overtime 

Activities for October 2016 

• Assisted in recruiting deputy executive director 
• Conducted one tribal consultation in southern California and three in northern California 
• Finished preparations for and conducted two publically-noticed meetings (October 18 

Tribal Committee and October 19-20 Commission). 
• Began preparing for two publically-noticed meetings (November 1 Wildlife Resources 

Committee’s Predator Policy Workgroup and November 15 Marine Resources 
Committee). 

• Participated in California Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) Joint Leadership Team 
meeting 

• Spoke at the San Francisco Bay Area Chapter of Safari Club International’s annual Fall 
Appreciation Dinner 



• Participated in interagency calls and coordination efforts related to harmful algal blooms 
• Began planning for a delta predation forum 
• Participated in USDA Wildlife Services’ trapping demonstration 

Activities for November 2016 

• Prepared for and conducted two publically-noticed meetings (November 1 Wildlife 
Resources Committee’s Predator Policy Workgroup and November 15 Marine Resources 
Committee) 

• Began preparing for two publically-noticed meetings (October 18 Tribal Committee and 
October 19-20 Commission) 

• Conducted review and scoring of deputy executive director examinations 
• Interviewed California Sea Grant State Fellow and hired a fellow for 2017 
• Participated in the U.S. Bureau of Ocean Energy Management’s California Ocean 

Renewable Energy Conference 
• Prepared for and participated in the quarterly regulations coordination meeting with the 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
• Conducted a tribal consultation in southern California and another in northern California 
• Participated in Marine Protected Areas Statewide Leadership Team meeting 
• Participated in  Fish and Game Preservation Fund outreach meetings 
• Participated in the Ocean Protection Council’s Ocean Litter Strategy Lessons Learned 

meeting 
• Participated in the biennial Bay-Delta Science Conference 

 
 
* General Allocation Categories with Sample Tasks 

Regulatory Program
• Coordination meetings with DFW to 

develop timetables and notices 
• Review and process CESA petitions 
• Prepare and file notices, re-notices, 

ISORs and FSORs 

• Prepare administrative records 
• Track and respond to public 

comments 
• Consult, research and respond to 

inquiries from OAL 

Commission/Committee Meetings and Support 
• Research and review practices and 

procedures for adaptive management 
• Research and compile subject-

specific information 
• Review and develop policies 
• Develop and distribute meeting 

agendas and materials 

• Agenda and debrief meetings 
• Prepare meeting summaries and 

audio files 
• Maintain voting records 
• Develop and distribute after-meeting 

memos/letters 
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• Make travel arrangements for staff 
and commissioners 

• Conduct onsite meeting management 
• Process submitted meeting materials 

• Provide commissioner support 
(expense claims, office hours, etc.) 

• Process and analyze regulatory 
petitions and non-regulatory requests

Legal Matters 

• Respond to Public Records Act 
requests 

• Process appeals and accusations 
• Process requests for permit transfers 

• Process kelp and state water bottom 
leases 

• Litigation 

External Affairs 
• Engage and educate legislators, 

monitor legislation 
• Maintain state, federal and tribal 

government relations 

• DFW partnership, including joint 
development of management plans 
and concepts 

• Website maintenance

Special Projects
• Predator Policy Workgroup 
• Fishing from piers and jetties 
• Fishing Communities 

• Fisheries Bycatch Workgroup 
• Streamline routine regulatory actions 

Administration
• Correspondence 
• Purchases and payments 
• Contract management 
• Personnel management 
• Strategic planning 

• Budget development and tracking 
• Health and safety oversight 
• Internal processes and procedures 
• Staff training and professional 

development 

Leave Time
• Holidays 
• Sick leave 
• Vacation or annual leave 
 

• Jury duty 
• Bereavement 
• Professional development 

Unfilled
• Executive secretary • Deputy executive director (most 

duties currently assumed through an 
out-of-class assignment)
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Meeting Outcomes for October 19-20, 2016 

These meeting outcomes were finalized by staff on November 29, 2016. 
The official meeting minutes – video and audio recordings – may be obtained from www.cal-span.org. 

 
 
DAY 1 – OCTOBER 19, 2016 
 
Pursuant to the call of the president, the California Fish and Game Commission 
(Commission) convened at the Red Lion Hotel, 1929 Fourth Street, Eureka, 
California, on October 19, 2016. The meeting was called to order at 10:03 a.m. by 
President Eric Sklar. 
 
A quorum was established: 
Eric Sklar President Present 
Jacque Hostler-Carmesin Vice President Present 
Anthony C. Williams Member Absent 
Russell E. Burns Member Present 
Peter S. Silva Member Present 

President Sklar introduced Executive Director Valerie Termini, who shared 
details about the meeting format and procedures, and also introduced 
Commission legal counsel and staff and California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (Department) staff. 

The Commission took Item 29 out of order, but it is shown in numerical order in 
this summary. 

All Commission action at this meeting was unanimous, with no abstentions and 
one absence (A. Williams). 

 
1. Approve agenda and order of items 

The Commission approved the agenda and order of items as noticed. 

2. Public forum for items not on agenda  

No action taken. 
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CONSENT ITEMS 
3. Approve Commission Conflict of Interest Code pursuant to the requirements of 

the Political Reform Act 
(Add Section 782.1, Title 14, CCR) 

The Commission adopted the Consent Calendar, Item 3. 

4. Marine Resources Committee 
(A) Work plan development    

I. Update on work plan and draft timeline  
II. Discuss and approve new topics 

The Commission approved the draft agenda topics for the November 15, 
2016, Marine Resources Committee meeting as recommended by staff and 
approved adding the topic of potential emergency action for abalone. 

5. Tribal Committee  
(A) October 18, 2016, meeting summary 

I. Receive and adopt recommendations  
(B) Work plan development  

I. Update on work plan and draft timeline  
II. Discuss and approve new topics 

The Commission approved two recommendations from the October 18, 
2016, Tribal Committee meeting:  (1) Add to the committee work plan 
development of a potential visioning statement, and (2) planning for the 
annual Commission/tribal planning meeting consistent with the 
Commission’s Tribal Consultation Policy. 

6. Resolution recognizing National Disability Employment Awareness Month 

The Commission adopted the resolution as presented. 

7. Discuss proposed changes to regulations concerning tribal take in marine 
protected areas  
(Section 632, Title 14, CCR) 

Vice President Hostler-Carmesin recused herself for discussion of this item. 

No action taken. 

8. Discuss proposed changes to recreational groundfish regulations for 2017-
2018 for consistency with federal rules  
(Sections 27.25, 27.30, 27.35, 27.40, 27.45, 27.50, 28.27, 28.49 and 28.55, 
subsections 27.20(a) and 27.20(b), and add section 28.47, Title 14,CCR) 

No action taken. 

9. Re-adoption of emergency regulations regarding closure of recreational razor 
clam fishing due to elevated levels of domoic acid 
(Section 29.45, Title 14, CCR) 
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The Commission re-adopted the emergency regulations related to closure 
of the recreational razor clam fishery for the immediate preservation of 
public health due to elevated levels of domoic acid, and determined that 
the action was exempt from CEQA as an action necessary to prevent or 
mitigate an emergency. 

10. Announce results from Executive Session 

The Commission adopted the proposed decision from the Office of 
Administrative Law denying the request by Jack Morici for reinstatement of 
commercial fishing privileges. 

11. Marine items of interest from previous meetings   
(A) Update on domoic acid  
(B) Update on preliminary abalone survey results and possible need for 

regulatory action 
(C) Update on spiny lobster rulemaking 
(D) Other 

No action taken. 

12. Marine petitions for regulation change and non-regulatory requests from previous 
meetings 
(A) Action on petitions for regulation change  
(B) Action on non-regulatory requests  
(C) Update on pending petitions and requests referred to staff and the 

Department for review 

The Commission adopted the staff recommendations for actions on August 
2016 regulation petitions and non-regulatory requests. 

13. Staff presentation concerning the Commission’s rulemaking authority under the 
California Administrative Procedure Act 

No action taken; this item was rescheduled to the December 2016 meeting. 

14. Other informational items  
(A) Staff report  
(B) Legislative update and possible action  
(C) Federal agencies report  
(D) Other 

No action taken. 

15. California Department of Fish and Wildlife informational items  
(A) Director’s report  
(B) Wildlife and Fisheries Division, and Ecosystem Conservation Division 
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(C) Law Enforcement Division 
I. Presentation concerning efforts to remediate environmental 

damage from illegal marijuana grows 
(D) Marine Region 
(E) Other 

No action taken. 
 

The Commission recessed at 3:15 p.m. to reconvene on October 20, 2016 at 8:00 a.m. 
 
 
DAY 2 – OCTOBER 20, 2016 
 
Pursuant to the call of the president, the Commission reconvened at the Red Lion 
Hotel, 1929 Fourth Street, Eureka, California, on October 19, 2016. The meeting 
was called to order at 8:07 a.m. by President Sklar. 
 
A quorum was established: 
Eric Sklar President Present 
Jacque Hostler-Carmesin Vice President Present 
Anthony C. Williams Member Absent 
Russell E. Burns Member Present 
Peter S. Silva Member Present 

President Sklar introduced Executive Director Termini, who shared details 
about the meeting format and procedures, and introduced Commission legal 
counsel and staff and Department staff. 

The Commission took Item 29 out of order, but it is shown in numerical order in 
this summary. 

All Commission action at this meeting was unanimous, with no abstentions and 
one absence (A. Williams). 

16. Public forum for items not on agenda  

No action taken. 

 

CONSENT ITEMS 
17. Petition to list Lassics lupine (Lupinus constancei) as an endangered species 

under the California Endangered Species Act 
(A) Receive petition from the Center for Biological Diversity 

(Pursuant to Section 670.1(c), Title 14, CCR) 
(B) Approve Department’s request for a 30-day extension of time to complete 

its evaluation of the petition 
(Pursuant to Section 2073.5, Fish and Game Code) 
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The Commission adopted the Consent Calendar, items 17-22. 

23. Wildlife Resources Committee  
(A) September 21, 2016, meeting summary 

I. Receive and adopt recommendations  
(B) Work plan development    

I. Update on work plan and draft timeline  
II. Discuss and approve new topics 

President Sklar noted that Vice President Hostler-Carmesin arrived just prior to 
the start of public forum and had been present since. 

The Commission approved the recommendation from the September 2016 
Wildlife Resources Committee (WRC) meeting to authorize staff to work 
with the Department to prepare rulemaking packages for the items 
contained in the WRC agenda (items 3A-3D – mammal hunting, waterfowl 
hunting, Klamath River sport fishing, and Central Valley Chinook salmon 
fishing), except that Petition #2016-004 related to bear hunting in Modoc 
County will not be included in the mammal package but will be considered 
by the Commission when a Department study is complete. 

24. Adopt proposed regulations to establish an upland game bird special hunt 
drawing and fee 
(Section 702 and add Section 715, Title 14, CCR) 

The Commission adopted the proposed changes as presented, including 
the fee reduction. 

CONSENT ITEMS (continued) 
18. Receive Department’s 90-day evaluation report on the petition to list coast yellow 

leptosiphon (Leptosiphon croceus) as an endangered species  
(Pursuant to Section 2073.5, Fish and Game Code)  
 

19. Receive Department’s one-year status report and recommendation on the petition 
to list flat-tailed horned lizard (Phrynosoma mcallii) as an endangered species  
(Pursuant to Section 2074.6, Fish and Game Code) 
 

20. Ratify findings on the decision to list Livermore tarplant (Deinandra bacigalupii) as 
an endangered species 
(Pursuant to Section 2075.5, Fish and Game Code) 
  

21. Ratify findings on the decision to not list Townsend’s big-eared bat (Corynorhinus 
townsendii) as a threatened or endangered species 
(Pursuant to Section 2075.5, Fish and Game Code) 

 
22. Receive Department’s annual report on the status and progress of the Coho 

salmon recovery strategy  
(Pursuant to Section 2113, Fish and Game Code) 
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25. Adopt proposed changes to non-game animal regulations 
(Section 472, Title 14, CCR) 

The Commission adopted the proposed changes as presented. 

26. Authorize publication of notice of intent to amend regulations concerning use of 
GPS collars for hunting dogs  
(Section 265, Title 14, CCR) 

The Commission authorized publication of a notice as presented. 

27. Discuss proposed changes to sport fishing regulations for 2017 
(Sections 1.74, 5.05, 5.40, 5.60, 7.00, and 7.50, and subsections 29.45(a)(1), 
43(c), 671(c)(3), and 671(c)(7), Title 14, CCR) 

No action taken. 

28. Discuss proposed changes to falconry regulations  
(Section 670, Title 14, CCR) 

No action taken. 

29. Approve proposed amendments to Commission Designated Wild Trout Waters 
Policy 
(Pursuant to Section 1727, Fish and Game Code) 

The Commission adopted the proposed amendments as presented. 

30. Informational presentations on bat conservation    
(A) Scott Osborn, Department of Fish and Wildlife, concerning the California 

Bat Conservation Plan 
(B) Dr. Dave Johnston, H.T. Harvey & Associates, concerning the status of 

pallid bats in California 

No action taken. 

31. Non-marine items of interest from previous meetings 

No action taken. 

32. Non-marine petitions for regulation change and non-regulatory requests from 
previous meetings 
(A) Action on petitions for regulation change 
(B) Action on non-regulatory requests 
(C) Update on pending petitions and requests referred to staff and the 

Department for review 

The Commission adopted the staff recommendations for actions on the 
August 2016 regulation petitions and non-regulatory requests. 
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33. Discuss and act on future Commission meeting items 
 
(A) Next meetings  

The Commission approved the draft agenda items for the December 
7-8, 2016, meeting, as amended with the addition of three agenda 
items described today:  (1) potential letter of support for federal 
legislation, (2) potential commissioner attendance at the 
International Pacific Halibut Commission meeting, and (3) Dr. Jenn 
Caselle and California Ocean Science Trust presentation on south 
coast marine protected area monitoring.  

(B) Rulemaking timetable updates  

The Commission approved the proposed amendments to the 
rulemaking timetable. 

(C) New business  

No action taken. 

(D) Other 

No action taken. 
 

There being no further business, the Commission adjourned at 10:38 a.m. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 
(Not Open to Public) 

 
Pursuant to the authority of Government Code Section 11126(a)(1), (c)(3), and (e)(1), 
and Section 309 of the Fish and Game Code, the Commission will meet in closed 
Executive Session. The purpose of this Executive Session is to consider:  
 
(A) Pending litigation to which the Commission is a Party  

 
I. Big Creek Lumber Company and Central Coast Forest Assoc. v. California 

Fish and Game Commission (Coho listing, south of San Francisco) 
 

II. James Bunn and John Gibbs v. California Fish and Game Commission 
(squid permits) 

 
III. Center for Biological Diversity and Earth Island Institute v. California Fish 

and Game Commission (black-backed woodpecker) 
 
IV. Dennis Sturgell v. California Fish and Game Commission, California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife, and Office of Administrative Hearings 
(revocation of Dungeness crab vessel permit No. CT0544-T1) 

 
V. Kele Young v. California Fish and Game Commission, et al. (restricted 

species inspection fee waiver)  
 
VI. Public Interest Coalition v. California Fish and Game Commission 

(California Environmental Quality Act)  
 

(B) Possible litigation involving the Commission 
 

(C) Staffing 
 
(D) Deliberation and action on license and permit items 

 
I. Approve Office of Administrative Hearing’s proposed decision for Petition 

for Reinstatement of Commercial Fishing Privileges for Jack Morici 
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FISH AND GAME COMMISSION 
2016 MEETING SCHEDULE 

 
Note:  As meeting dates and locations can change, please visit www.fgc.ca.gov for the 
most current list of meeting dates and locations. 
 

MEETING 
DATE 

COMMISSION 
MEETING 

COMMITTEE 
MEETING OTHER MEETINGS 

November 1 

  Predator Policy 
Workgroup 
Department of Parks 
and Recreation  
Redwood Room 
1416 Ninth Street, 
14th Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

November 15 

 Marine Resources  
WestEd Building 
Ed Meyers Classroom 
4665 Lampson Avenue, 
Suite A 
Los Alamitos, CA 90720

 

December 7-8 

Hilton Garden Inn 
San Diego Mission 
Valley/Stadium  
3805 Murphy Canyon 
Road 
San Diego, CA 92123 

  

 
 

OTHER MEETINGS OF INTEREST 
 
Pacific Fishery Management Council 

 November 16-21, Garden Grove, CA 
 

Wildlife Conservation Board  
 November 16, Sacramento  
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