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7. TRIBAL COMMITTEE 

Today’s Item Information  ☒ Action  ☐ 

Update on progress at the Oct 6, 2015, Tribal Committee (TC) meeting in Los Angeles to draft 
a rulemaking to accommodate tribal requests for take exemptions in select marine protected 
areas. 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions 

 TC tribal take (TT) discussion Apr 7, 2015; Santa Rosa 

 TC TT discussion Jun 9, 2015; Mammoth Lakes 

 TC meeting to draft rulemaking Oct 6, 2015; Los Angeles 

 Today’s discussion of progress  Oct 7, 2015; Los Angeles 

Background 

During FGC’s rulemaking processes to adopt a network of marine protected areas (MPAs), the 
issue of impacting traditional gathering by Native American tribes surfaced. In particular, during 
the north coast study region planning effort (Point Arena to the California-Oregon border), the 
issue of tribal take of living marine resources was recognized as a traditional use to avoid 
impacting through the siting and designation of MPAs. FGC exempted take of living marine 
resources in specific MPAs by tribes that could demonstrate traditional use of those resources 
in those MPAs; this exemption did not apply to MPAs designated as “reserves”.  

FGC has received several requests since the north coast process from tribes that were not 
afforded the take exemptions in other study regions (for examples see exhibits 1-4). In a more 
recent instance, the Kashia Band of Pomo Indians would like to revisit the marine reserve 
regulations governing the Stewarts Point area. In 2010, the tribe, DFW, and FGC worked to 
modify the Stewarts Point MPA to maintain access to fishing and gathering, and ceremonial 
activities on the tribe’s ancestral lands along the coast. A key element of the solution was that 
the property surrounding Stewarts Point was privately-owned and limited access largely to 
tribal members; the property has since changed hands, and is about to change hands again. 
The new property owners want to protect the conservation values of the property, but will also 
offer a public access trail running the length of the property. While the public trail will make the 
shoreline accessible to the public, the tribe is concerned about inappropriate access to its 
sacred areas, and the new owners are concerned about public safety arising from activities 
along the bluffs and shoreline (no exhibit) 

Significant Public Comments (N/A) 

Recommendation 

TC prepare draft regulation change proposals to address the outstanding requests associated 
with tribal take in MPAs, which will allow the proposals to go through a vetting process before 
being presented to FGC. 
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Exhibits 

 Letter from the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs regarding tribal take in MPAs by 1.
Resighini Rancheria, received Aug 20, 2012 

 Letter from Resighini Rancheria requesting tribal take exemptions in select MPAs in 2.
north coast, received Aug 20, 2012 

 Letter from Cher-Ae Heights Indian Community of the Trinidad Rancheria, regarding 3.
consultation about tribal take exemption for Reading Rock SMCA, received Aug 14, 
2013 

 Letter from Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians requesting tribal take exemption in 4.
SMCAs in Santa Barbara County, received Nov 1, 2011 

Motion/Direction (N/A) 
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