
Table 1. Summary of Potential Special Closure Areas for Fish & Game Commission Consideration 

PROPOSED SITES 

DATA AVAILABILITY BIRDS MARINE 
MAMMALS MANAGEMENT 

Population Size Disturbance 
Data 

Reproductive 
Success (Seabird 
Breeding Species) 

# 
Species 

# 
Birds 

# BRPE 
Roosting

*** 

# Species (# 
Pupping 
Species) 

Nearest MPA 
Unit Habitat 

Año Nuevo Island 

BRAC, PECO, 
BLOY, WEGU, 
PIGU, CAAU, 

RHAU 

Yes 
CAAU, RHAU, 
BRAC, PECO, 

WEGU, 
7 3992 1400 4 (3) Ano Nuevo 

SMCA** Island 

Bird & Seal Rocks BRAC, BLOY Yes BLOY 3 1918 >100 1 Asilomar SMR Island 

Point Lobos Complex* BRAC, BLOY Yes BLOY 5 5078 >1100 2 Pt. Lobos 
SMR** 

Island & 
Mainland 

Castle-Hurricane Complex* 
BRAC, PECO, 
BLOY, WEGU, 
COMU, PIGU 

Yes BRAC, BLOY, 
WEGU, COMU 8 6478 >100 0 Point Sur SMR Island & 

Mainland 

Piedras Blancas Complex* BRAC Yes WEGU, BRAC, 
PECO, BLOY 4 1680 >100 3 (3) Piedras Blancas 

SMR** 
Island & 

Mainland 

Pt. Buchon Complex* BRAC Yes WEGU, BRAC, 
PECO, BLOY 5 786 58 1 Point Buchon 

SMR** 
Island & 

Mainland 

Diablo Canyon Complex* BRAC Yes WEGU, BRAC, 
PECO, BLOY 5 3151 369 2 (1) Point Buchon 

SMR 
Island & 

Mainland 

Shell Beach/North Pismo Beach DCCO, BRAC Yes WEGU, BRAC, 
PECO, BLOY 6 1030 4158 2 Point Buchon 

SMR 
Island & 

Mainland 

Point Arguello Complex* 
BRAC, PECO, 
BLOY, WEGU, 

PIGU 
Yes BRAC, PECO, 

WEGU, BLOY 5 1340 102 2 Vandenberg 
SMR** Mainland 

*A “Complex” includes several nearby breeding or haul-out sites.  For example, the Castle-Hurricane Complex includes three seabird breeding sites and adjacent 
marine mammal breeding/haul-out sites. 
**Proposed site would overlap at least partially with an existing marine protected area. 
***Brown Pelican (BRPE) roost sites provide important non-breeding habitat during migration to/from breeding areas in southern California and Mexico. Pelicans 
and certain other seabird species need undisturbed places to rest. Numbers indicate either relative counts from periodic non-breeding season counts or maximum 
counts from more frequent monitoring (when available). 
 
Key for Bird Codes

BRAC: Brandt’s Cormorant 
PECO: Pelagic Cormorant 
BLOY: Black Oystercatcher 

WEGU: Western Gull 
PIGU: Pigeon Guillemot 
DCCO: Double-crested Cormorant 

BRPE: Brown Pelican 
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