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19. INLAND FISHERIES AT RISK DUE TO DROUGHT 
 
Today’s Item Information  ☐ Action  ☒ 

(A) Adoption of emergency regulation to address inland fisheries at risk due to drought 
conditions: 
I. Add Section 8.01, Title 14, California Code of Regulations (CCR), to create a 

process for temporarily closing rivers to fishing (Alternative I);  
OR 

II. Amend Subsection 7.50(b)(118), Title 14, CCR, to close 5.5 miles of the Merced 
River to fishing (Alternative II). 

(B) Discuss the long-term approach to addressing inland fisheries at risk under varied 
water quality and quantity conditions 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions 
• Today’s adoption hearing Jun 10-11, 2015; Mammoth Lakes 

Background 

(A) I - Add Section 8.01, Title 14, CCR, to create a process for temporarily closing rivers 
to fishing 

This proposed emergency regulation would authorize DFW to close waters of the state to 
angling if the director or his or her designee determines one or more the following conditions 
have been met: 

• Water temperatures in occupied habitat exceed 70° Fahrenheit for over eight hours a 
day for three consecutive days. 

• Dissolved oxygen levels in occupied habitat drop below 5 mg/L for any period of time 
over three consecutive days. 

• Fish passage is impeded or blocked for fish species that rely on migration as part of a 
life history trait. 

• Water levels for ponds, lakes and reservoirs drop below 10% of their capacity. 
• Adult breeding population levels are estimated to be below 500 individuals. 

This would create an additional process, similar to those found in Section 8.00, but not limited 
exclusively to low-flow closures. Conditions that would allow re-opening are also specified. 

(A) II - Amend Subsection 7.50(b)(118), Title 14, CCR, to close 5.5 miles of the Merced 
River to fishing 

The alternative is to adopt case-by-case emergency closures during drought conditions, 
beginning with a fishing closure of a portion of the Merced River from Crocker-Huffman Dam 
downstream to the Snelling Road Bridge, a distance of approximately 5.5 miles, through 
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December 31. Additional proposed emergency closures would likely be brought to FGC in Aug 
and Oct, with the possibility of requests for special meetings between regular meetings to 
address emergency situations. 

(B) Discuss the long-term approach to addressing inland fisheries at risk under varied 
water quality and quantity conditions 

Staff will share the concept for a long-term approach, also described in Exhibit 13C.1 under 
Agenda Item 13C. 

Recommendation 
FGC staff:  Alternative I 
DFW:  Alternative I 

Exhibits 
1. DFW memo and statement of proposed emergency action for Section 8.01, Title 14, CCR 
2. DFW memo, received May 28, 2015, and statement of proposed emergency regulatory 

action for Section 7.50(b)(118), Title 14, CCR 

Motion/Direction  

Alternative I 

Moved by _______________________ and seconded by __________________ that the 
Commission finds adopting the proposed emergency regulations is necessary for the addition 
of immediate process for temporarily closing rivers to fishing, as established in Section 8.01, 
Title 14, California Code of Regulations, as recommended by staff. 

OR 

Alternative II 

Moved by _______________________ and seconded by __________________ that the 
Commission finds adopting the proposed emergency regulations is necessary for the 
immediate protection of inland waters of the Merced River from angling due to drought 
conditions as stated in Section 7.50(b)(118), Title 14, California Code of Regulations, as 
recommended by staff. 
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