Many of us want to proceed down the same path as in the past with a tiered trap limit approach.
Trap limits for lobsters using historical landings for the basis of comparison.

I.n the. past', with Prawn, Dungies, and finfish, we have used a tierred approach to trap limits
using historic landings to gather information (as per M.L.M.A. guidelines-7080(a)and(e).

Each fisherman has major differences in boat size/operations and time /effort invested. We
don't need a seven-tiered approach, as in Dungies, but a Three tiered would likely work well.
Some may think we're all operationg with the same equipment, and therefore, equal trap limits
across the board for all would seem agreeable. However, the size of our boats varies from as small
as 13 to as big as 50", which is similar to the wide range used in Dungies fishing. Also, the lobster
fisheries range from Pt. Concepcion to the Mexican border, and from the surf line to over 120

statute miles from shore, where the largest boats/operations can go, (and just 3% of lobster
fishermen have traps).

The authors of the MLMA, (ie Mike Webber, and Burr Heneman), met with fishermen of all
varieties between '94 and '97 to gather the data which was used to formulate the resulting MLMA.

The authors gave the fishermen that fish farther off shore, such as San Nicholas, San Clemente
[sle, Cortez and Tanner Banks, the crucial concession of 7055(c) and (d)-(relating to far and
distant waters). During that time, I was having difficulties complying with the g6 hr. pull rotation
regulation, while fishing Cortez Bank, which, in practice, is impossible to comply with, given the
distances involved with fishing the outer banks.

S0, some have bigger boats which are made to withstand the harsher weather and conditions
involved during extended trips, often lasting longer than a week, as well as accomodating larger -
‘crews and and fuel tanks along with much more storage for bait. The added expense of a larger
boat/ operation requires more traps in farther areas to cover the expenses involved. To limit these

operations to equal those of the part-time, single person, day-trip operation would be to eliminate

an entire segment of the lobster fishing industry. The authors of the MLMA outlined provisions
for this group that have worked satisfactorily for all those investing the time, money and
equipment designed for Jarger fishing operations.

Now, 20 years later, we find ourselves with some go new fishermen to the lobster industry,

trying to level the field for all, regardless of experience or historical landings, or the major
distances involved.

Glad the authors had the forsight back then, to protect the interests of all fishermen by law, in
the MLMA.

The ones fishing the far and distant waters are rarely seen by the majority, who return home

the MLMA.

The ones fishing the far and distant waters are rarely seen by the majority, who return home
each night, but we are eaually protected by law, through the MLMA.  RECEIVED AT
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Lobster Meeting Notes

Tuesday, December 10, 2013
11:10 PM

MLMA7055¢c &d

Christine Barsky's agenda to "level playing field" for all, presently diverse, lobster fishermen-

She is showing a clearly biased preference for the small boat/operation style of lobster fishing as
evidenced by:

NONE of the members are full-time trap fishermen

All members use relatively small boats intended for coastal fishing only, therefore, the larger
boats/operations which fish distant waters such as outer banks are mis-represented and under-

represented... (members of this larger fishing group have been barred from pertinent meeting
attendance)

Public comment/open forum open only AFTER the vote is taken

Two of the three LAC members have currently secured secondary permits, (making the currently
proposed 300 trap limit doubled for only themselves)

All meetings and (some surveys) are being conducted during the lobster season itself, making
attendance and fair representation of larger boats/operations difficult, due to their frequent, extended
trips offshore, often lasting over a week

It is difficult to understand why a committee given the task of following the intended spirit of MLMA
guidelines, would hinge their proposals upon a single unfortunate phrasing or word, instead of the spirit
of the entire body of the MLMA, and the intent for which it was originally written.




The big producing boats came up with a plan to reduce traps by 35-60% in a timely manner that
would give time to reduce traps and should make all happier. The plan of 300-350 (which ever you

choose) will increase the total number of traps along maiinland coast because 50% of fisherman use less
than 250, and some use as few as 75!

The larger boats don't usually fish along mainland coast to sustain their overall operation costs, and
in order to meet MLMA Guidelines, (F&G 7055 d & a), long term economic growth, and {d) growth of
commercial fisheries, including distant-water fiasheries, shall be encouraged. A $2,000,00/week fuel
bill to go 120 miles from mainland with 300 traps is not meeting F&G 7055, which is not the same
fishery as out your back door!  Bigger boats, bigger crew, bigger distances, longer hours necessary to
complete a pull.  It's a way of fishing that only resembles mainland fishing to the uninitiated, and
should therefore be given consideration even if they were on one of these extended fishing trips when
the survey was mailed, and then subsequently due.

I strongly suggest everyone involved read the Guide to the MLMA by Herneman and Weber
(particularly pgs71-871)
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TO: THE FISH AND GAME COMMISSION

I'd like to thank you, the Fish & Game Commission for taking the time to
listen to my comments. [ have participated in the marketing of lobsters for over
twenty years and I am intimately familiar with the dynamics of the Chinese market.

The price of lobsters has consistently increased because enough volume has
been available at times of high demand, when the exporters are interested in
competing for it.

If you take the big boats who go outside out of the picture, I don't see there
.. being enough volume except early in the season. That's when the small boats do
well, but unfortunately there are too many lobster then and the price always
struggles. ~
Without consistent volume, we may lose the market to Mexico entirely.

The fishery should appreciate the large boat fleet that has produced the

current positive market conditions, which everyone is currently benefiting from. I
believe their presence will be needed in the future.

Thank you,

Rober# Case






