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Southern Enforcement District 
 
Warden Huber and trainee, Warden Fleet worked the dove season opener in Imperial 
County. On opening day, they cited two subjects in possession of fourteen doves 
over the possession limit.  Huber and Fleet also responded to a CalTIP of a subject 
shooting near an occupied dwelling.  The resident had asked the hunter to leave the 
property but the hunter refused and continued to shoot.  Huber and Fleet 
determined that the hunter was shooting sixty-three yards from the house.  Fleet cited 
the hunter for trespassing and for discharge of a firearm within one hundred fifty 
yards of an occupied dwelling. 
 
Warden Banks contacted a trapper who possessed 28 leg hold and conibear traps 
on his property.  A coyote was found in one of the traps and had to be euthanized 
due to the injuries it received while being in the trap for over 48 hours.  Banks is filing a 
formal complaint on this case. 
 
Warden Smith responded to a bear in Pasadena that made its way across several 
busy roadways and ended up across the street from an elementary school.  The bear 
was immobilized and released without incident.  Smith also conducted an interview 
with the family of a girl that received several bites from a coyote attack at Elysian 
Park in Los Angeles.  Clothing was collected and sent to the Wildlife Forensic 
Laboratory where a profile for the offending animal was created. 
 
Warden Ton received a CalTIP regarding the potential sale of lobster by an individual 
at Long Beach Shoreline Marina.  Ton later contacted the individual.  Upon 
inspection of the individual's catch and a receiver adjacent to his moored sailboat, 
Ton located 33 California spiny lobster (21 of which were undersized) and two 
undersized California barracuda.  After further inspection of the sailboat, four bags of 
what appeared to be methamphetamine were discovered.  Formal charges will be 
filed for illegal possession of spiny lobster, out of season and undersized, 
commercialization enhancement, failure to exhibit upon demand, and possession of 
a controlled substance. 

Patrol Boat Thresher officers made contact with a diver on a sailboat near the 
Howland’s Landing camp over the last weekend in September.  They found him to 
be in possession of two green abalone, a spiny lobster and an undersized kelp bass. 
This area is part of a State Marine Conservation Area (SMCA), where no invertebrates 
may be taken.  The diver’s gear was seized and he was cited for take of abalone, 
take of spiny lobster out of season, take of an undersized kelp bass and take of 
invertebrates in an SMCA.  

  
Sunday, officers contacted two scuba divers on a vessel.  After speaking with the first 
diver on the boat, enforcement staff found six live abalone in a refrigerator.  Officers 
then dove into the water with dive gear and observed the second diver putting an 
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abalone in his bag. After wildlife officers identified 
themselves using a dive slate, the second diver 
attempted to hide his bag under a rock.  One diver 
was cited for take of abalone and the second 
diver was cited for take of abalone, take of a 
lobster out of season and attempting to destroy 
evidence.  All of their catch and dive gear were 
seized.  In all, the two divers were in possession of 
eleven abalone: eight pink and three green.  Pink 
abalone are more rare than green.  This is the most 

significant pink abalone arrest in over 17 years.  Fortunately, most of the abalone 
were still alive and the officers were able to reattach them to the reef.  Unfortunately, 
three were cut too badly from the poachers’ tools and could not be saved.  
                                                                                                     
If convicted, each subject cited for take of an abalone could face a minimum fine of 
$15,000 for each offense. For the lobster and other poaching, the men could face up 
to a $1,000 fine and up to six months in jail for each offense.  
  
Natural Resource Volunteers 
 
The NRVs assisted with: Trout in the Classroom, fish identification, and watershed 
education displays and activities; a Kool (Kids on the Lake) event in Big Bear; electro 
shocking and removal of invasive fish at Diamond Valley Lake; USFW and RCRCD 
biologists salvage of Santa Ana Suckers and Chubs during SBMWD shut-off activity in 
the Santa Ana River; MSHCP biologists with monitoring of Western Pond Turtles in the 
Santa Margarita River; RCRCD with sucker netting research activities in the Santa Ana 
River (capture, weigh and measure) and invasive species removed; performing 1600 
permit site visits for environmental scientist (checking for native plants and any 
erosion activity, taking photographs); MSHCP biologists collecting data from an 
abandoned construction site (Salt Creek), rescuing trapped wildlife, and preparing 
charts; manning a booth at the second annual Rancho Bernardo Community Safety 
Fair; monitoring Craigslist for evasive restricted animal species; deer and bear tooth 
tag validations; conducting educational coyote presentations in Sherman Oaks, 
Landmark Community Center, Elysian Park (near Dodger Stadium); and assisting with 
the Carbon Canyon 40th year anniversary event and the Orange County Police 
Canine Association Demonstration. 
 
Warden Vicknair received information regarding possible poaching activity in the 
Birdrock area of the South La Jolla Marine Reserve.  Reporting parties (RP) observed a 
male subject diving in the Reserve, and exiting the water with what they believed 
were abalone stuffed in his pockets and inside plastic grocery bags.  The RP 
photographed the subject with a bag full of heavy objects and the suspect’s van, 
and provided a vehicle license plate number.  Then on 9/28/15, the RP reported 
suspect was in the water and actively diving again.   
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Warden Vicknair responded, keeping in contact with the RP regarding suspect’s 
activity and location.  The RP told Vicknair the suspect had seen Vicknair by the 
beach access stairs and disappeared into an alley.  As Vicknair attempted to turn 
into the alley he saw suspect walking out of the alley empty handed.  The subject 
denied everything from swimming to taking anything from the ocean; even though 
he was soaking wet and had seaweed chunks on his person. 

After questioning suspect for several minutes, the suspect finally admitted to 
swimming but denied leaving the water with anything.  Vicknair asked him if he could 
inspect his swimsuit pockets.  Suspect told Vicknair, “I don’t have anything, you can 
check.”  Vicknair put on a black rubber glove and searched suspect’s pockets.  
Vicknair removed the glove turned it inside out, tied it off, and informed the suspect 
the Department’s wildlife forensics lab would be able to determine, via DNA, if 
abalone had been in his pockets.  The suspect paused for a long moment and again 
stated he had not taken any abalone.   

An hour of searching rewarded Warden Vicknair with a white Vons’s bag containing 
several abalone hidden along the side of a garage, approximately 100 feet from 
where he had contacted the suspect earlier.  Vicknair received a call from the RP 
advising the suspect was walking back down the pedestrian walkway between the 
houses towards the alley.  As Vicknair got his truck out of the alley he observed the 
suspect exit the alley, look at his truck and begin running up the hill, with the bag of 
abalone in his right hand.  Warden Vicknair followed the suspect, observing him 
throw the bag of abalone under a shrub in the front yard of a corner house.  The 
suspect then ran into the yard where Vicknair lost visual contact.  

Warden Vicknair located the tossed bag and documented the scene.  In and 
around the bag were scattered five green abalone, binoculars, two hats and a 
diving mask.  Vicknair will be filing a formal complaint with the San Diego City 
Attorney’s Office, and will be seeking a warrant for the suspect’s arrest.   
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Central Enforcement District 
 
In May 2015 Warden Cahill received information that a subject, Justin Machado, was 
poaching deer and selling deer meat in and around La Grange, California.  Warden 
Cahill ran a criminal history on the subject and found he was a convicted violent 
felon.  Cahill found the Sheriff’s Department was also looking at the subject for 
several burglaries involving multiple weapons taken.  On September 1st, Warden 
Cahill and Warden Plaza were patrolling eastern Stanislaus County for the Dove 
Opener.  While patrolling a local irrigation canal Warden Cahill and Warden Plaza 
observed several dove hunters on the edge of an almond orchard.  Warden Cahill 
pulled his patrol truck up to the hunters and immediately recognized one of the 
subjects as Justin Machado.  Machado was holding an over under shotgun.  Warden 
Cahill detained Machado and discovered the shotgun Machado possessed had the 
serial numbers filed off.  Machado was arrested for felon in possession of a firearm, 
felon in possession of ammunition, possession of a firearm in violation of a protection 
order, and hunting without a license.  
 
On September 10 Machado took a plea deal and plead guilty to being a felon in 
possession of a firearm.  Machado agreed to serve 365 days in jail and was released 
from custody on felony probation with a turn yourself into jail date of November 5, 
2015. 
 
Once Machado was released from custody Warden Cahill received reports that 
Machado was still shooting guns from his 
house and “killing things.  On September 22, 
Warden Cahill along with several Sheriff’s 
Deputies, detectives, and Stanislaus County 
Probation conducted a probation search of 
Justin Machado’s residence.  Two handguns 
and three rifles were found in Machado’s 
residence and on his property.  One of the 
handguns was found fully loaded and with 
a spare mag under a horse skull in his yard.  
There were 475 rounds of various caliber 
ammunition found.  Machado’s residence 
was full of 50+ deer skulls and skins.  A 
discarded beaver carcass, coyote carcass, turkey vulture carcass, and bobcat 
carcass were found behind Machado’s house. 
 
On September 30th Warden Cahill received a call from the Stanislaus District 
Attorney’s Office stating Machado took a plea deal and received three years in 
prison for possession of a firearm.  He will serve a second two-year sentence 
concurrent for his previous arrest on September 1st.  He will also be ineligible for early 
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release prior to serving 2/3 of his sentence due to his previous crimes and being 
convicted of two gun crimes. 
 
During the month, several officers worked a 
significant amount of time on the Butte Fire in 
Calaveras County.  The officers provided 
security for the residences, and assisted with 
evacuations when the fire approached the 
local communities.  The Butte Fire consumed 
approximately 71,000 acres and destroyed 
about 500 homes and other buildings 
 
Warden Kyle Shaw was on patrol in the town 
Kernville when he saw a vehicle that looked familiar, and that may have been one 
he had seen pictures of in a BOLO for a wanted marijuana grower in the area three 
months earlier.  Shaw noticed that when he made eye contact with the driver the 
driver was very nervous and took off in the opposite direction.  Shaw was able to 
catch up and make a vehicle stop for speeding.   
 
Unbeknownst to Warden Shaw, a task force had served a search warrant on the 
home of the suspect that morning 100 miles away.  Of course they could not find 
their primary target as he was driving the vehicle Kyle had stopped.  The task force 
was certain that word would get out and their target would slip away never to be 
seen or heard from again.  They were pleasantly surprised when Kyle called down 
and said he believed he had someone who they had been looking for and they 
discovered during interviews that the driver of the vehicle was an upper level 
marijuana cartel.  The primary target was taken to jail for interrogation.  The suspect 
did not talk, but was indicted on six federal felonies and is currently being held 
without bond. 
 
Members of the 4210 squad conducted a day time spike deer decoy operation in 
the Sierra National Forest with USFS and 
Madera County Sheriff’s Department.  It 
was placed right off a paved roadway 
that has high vehicle traffic.  The decoy 
operation was conducted in response to 
many complaints of hunters taking spike 
deer and doe near private property in this 
location.  The weekend before the detail 
a doe was shot and left 15 yards from the 
side of the road.  Once the decoy was 
placed the activity began.  The operation yielded four shooters.  After each shooter 
was contacted they were shown the decoy so they could see it was a spike.  
Charges ranged from take deer without tag, use of lead ammo to take big game, 
and take spike deer. 
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Northern Enforcement District 
 
Warden Brian Gallaher has been dealing with bear issues in the 
Warner Mountains.  Bears are becoming more populated in the 
Warner Mountains and are coming down into town more.  
Gallaher investigated a subject occupying a wildlife guzzler.  A 
marijuana grow turned up a deer poaching case.  This same 
subject has a history elsewhere with the Department.  The junior 
duck hunt was excellent as usual with many kids taking their 
limits.  The deer problem in town is still an issue with some does 
acting aggressively toward residents. 
 
Warden Aaron Burger spent the first two weeks in the month wrapping up a very in-
depth baiting case in his district.  Burger spent one day investigating a dead bull elk 
(7X6).  The carcass was several days old and cause of death was undetermined.  No 
metal was discovered in the carcass.  Exactly 12 days later he heard that another 
dead bull elk (7X5) was discovered approximately 10 miles west of the other.  This bull 
was later investigated.  The carcass was in the same condition as the other and no 
metal was found in it.  This seems to be repetitive problem that needs resolution.  
Wildlife management was made aware of the issue. 
 
Lieutenant Jake Nicholas worked the opening weekend hunts with his squad 
members during the month and followed up on several cases the team is working on 
ranging from big game violations to environmental 1600 violations in the 2130 squad 
area.  The squad conducted several group details in the month ranging from an 
antelope decoy operation where Warden Gallaher led the team and the squad 
worked a night detail in the southern part of the district where Warden Aaron Burger 
provided the eyes and guidance to the crew below from a 360 degree vantage 
point.  A few contacts were made with subjects out in the field at night but no 
violations were found during the contacts.  On the way back out, Warden Edwards 
located a subject passed out behind the wheel of his vehicle on Hwy 89 and 
contacted CHP who took the case over when the subject was found to be under the 
influence of alcohol.  This was the subject’s second DUI in one week and the subject 
was taken into custody.  The rental car he was driving was impounded.  
          
Warden Pirtle received information regarding a huge buck deer that had been taken 
by a local subject and was only given a picture and 
first name of a possible suspect.  Warden Pirtle 
researched ALDS to narrow the list of possible Yuba 
County suspects.  He then enlisted the help of 
Warden Gamble to research Facebook (Game 
Wardens Best Friend) in an attempt to locate the 
deer and suspect.  Warden Gamble located the 
suspect within ten minutes on Facebook and the 
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hunt was on.  The only snag was gaining entry to Beale Air Force Base.  After waiting 
45 minutes, Warden Pirtle called the suspect to attempt to have him meet at the 
gate with the deer and tag.  The suspect refused this offer.  At this time Beale AFB 
Investigation Police finally arrived to escort the officers to the residence.  Warden 
Pirtle rang the doorbell while Warden Gamble listened to the subject run into the 
garage to “fix” his deer tag.  After the second knock the dumbfounded suspect 
answered the door.  After bragging about his giant buck for five minutes he 
produced the buck and tag to Warden Pirtle.  Warden Pirtle noted the tag 
information had been changed and the buck had not been validated even after he 
had discussed validation laws with the subject in the past.  The poacher went on 
about how he shot the deer in Amador County but did not want it to spoil, even 
though he shot a bear three days later that was properly validated at the Region 2 
Office.  Warden Pirtle advised the chap he was being cited for the validation issue to 
which the suspect starting accusing Warden Pirtle of harassment.  Warden Pirtle 
advised the subject that it was painfully obvious that he changed the information on 
the tag after the phone call, was lying about where the deer was taken and did not 
get the deer validated because it was poached.  The chap’s only reply was “yes sir”.  
Warden Pirtle later inspected the tag and determined the location of kill had been 
changed and the county had been changed from Yuba to Amador.  A follow up 
interview ensued where the chap admitted to changing the tag after the phone call 
and stated he had shot the deer on Spenceville Wildlife Area during closed season 
by illegally accessing the area through Beale AFB.  Needless to say the poor chap will 
not be having the buck officially measured for entry into the Pope and Young Record 
Book.  The irony to the story is the self-proclaimed “best hunter on Beale” is also the 
lead volunteer game warden on the military base. 
 
The following story is a perfect example of how valuable the LED Companion Dog 
program is to our officers in the field: 
 
Warden Pirtle would like to sadly report the passing of his long time patrol companion 
Haley (Labrador retriever) after 15 years of faithful service as a companion dog 
including making several career cases over the years that would not have happened 
without her.  One worth mentioning in her 
memory was after stopping at an 
abandoned sedan with nothing out of the 
ordinary, Haley returned from the bushes, 
hitting Warden Pirtle in the leg with a freshly 
killed red-shouldered hawk in her mouth, 
saying dad we got an issue here.  Ten minutes 
later several gunshots were heard a half mile 
away.  Warden Pirtle and Haley headed that 
direction and located three subjects carrying 
two shotguns and a rifle.  Haley back-tracked 
the subjects to a freshly killed deer fawn.  All 
three firearms were reported stolen out of a gun store during the Los Angeles Rodney 
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King riots.  Captain Jeter also owes a debt of gratitude to Haley for finding a 
significant over-limit of ducks for him in the cattails after a duck drag in Placer 
County.  Warden Gomes also determined Haley did not eat french fries without 
ketchup during a long waterfowl stake-out.  She will be sorely missed by the Pirtle 
family and the people of California owe her a debt of gratitude for her years of 
volunteer service to the wildlife resources of California.  She was truly one of those 
dogs a person is lucky to own once in a lifetime. 
 
Warden Gamble received a call of numerous homeless camps along the Yuba River.  

Subjects in one camp complete with 
wood structures had a large gold panning 
operation and had altered the channel of 
the river.  Warden Gamble and Warden 
Pirtle arrived at the location and found 
significant alteration to the river.  The 
camp had hundreds of pounds of 
garbage scattered all over the river bed. 
The area had numerous leaking batteries, 
leaking fuel cans, and other pollutants 

scattered along the edge of the river.  Several citations were issued for 1600, 5652 
and 5650 violations.  
 

Much of Warden McVay’s time was spent responding to 
crawfish related trespass calls during the annual rice 
paddy Crawfish Wars.  Warden McVay issued several 
citations for 7145 and PC 602.8(a), almost all of the 
individuals denied being in the rice field and/or taking 
crawfish.  Luckily Warden McVay has learned to be quick 
with the iPhone and has been able to snap some nice 
photos to accompany his reports.   
 
Lt. Harrison took full advantage of the fresh slug of king 
salmon running up the Feather River through his counties.  

Sunrise at Sunset Pumps (no irony intended) was 
especially productive as he watched two fathers 
teach their two sons the fine art of hooking salmon 
somewhere other than in the mouth.  For three hours 
he watched as the two expert fisherman fathers 
snagged and then handed off their rods to their 
sons for a total of twelve fish.  If not for the lack of 
skill of their sons’ ability to fight and land salmon 
coming in sideways and backwards, they certainly 
would have put more than the four foul-hooked fish 
on the stringer that Lt. Harrison eventually contacted them with. 
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Warden Hernandez and Lt. Kroll continued to work the Mountain Meadows Reservoir 
draining and fish kill investigation.  Thousands of fish were killed due to the lake being 

drained in a very short period of time.  The 
ongoing drought did not help the situation 
at all.  Hernandez and Kroll attended 
meetings, including one very passionate 
public meeting with the local townsfolk, and 
Hernandez continues to compile information 
and evidence for his report.  The local 
community holds the reservoir in high 

regards, and is very distraught regarding its current dry status, void of fish life. 
 
Warden Steve Ulrich, Zeke Awbrey, and Lt. Kroll 
assisted Sierra County deputies with serving two search 
warrants related to an illegal marijuana grow near the 
North Fork of the Yuba River.  One of the suspects fled 
into the woods upon the arrival of officers, and could 
not be located.  That suspect was later located by 
deputies walking along the highway and arrested for 
cultivation and an outstanding arrest warrant out of 
Shasta County.  A second suspect who would have 
been at the residence during the warrant, was luckily 
already in Sierra County custody.  That suspect, high 
on methamphetamine prior to the warrant being served, began shooting a handgun 
at invisible people inside the warrant residence.  That suspect called 911 to report the 
invisible people he was shooting at and was safely arrested by responding deputies.  
  
Lt. Kroll received a call regarding a person who was airlifted to the hospital while 
skinning a mountain lion down a canyon.  The person thought they were having a 
heart attack, and summoned medical personnel.  Kroll responded, and found a very 
large half-skinned lion without a head.  Kroll documented the evidence, and passed 
the suspect information to Warden Brennan.  Brennan later tracked down the 
suspect who was home from the hospital and confirmed that the lion was a road kill 
and that the suspect decided to remove the hide from the lion.  An allergic reaction 
to a yellow jacket bite required the air lift to the hospital.  Brennan issued the suspect 
a warning for the violation.   
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Warden Laugesen and the 2210 squad served search 
warrant service to a subject wanted in connection to an 
ongoing baiting investigation.  The search was 
conducted due to a strange chain of events following 
the theft of trail cameras off the suspected baited hunt 
club in question.  Laugesen found that the same suspect, 

a Cal Fire firefighter, whom 
had been apprehended by 
Warden Williams for take of a 
buck a week prior to the 
opening of archery season, 
admitted he removed 
cameras from the hunt club 
where he killed the buck.  
Upon further investigation, the buck poacher stored the 
digital photographs from the SD cards inside the cameras 
on his personal computer.   The search of his home 
revealed very incriminating evidence regarding members 
of the baited hunt club, placing another important piece 
in the puzzle. 

 
The Field Training Officer (FTO) program is in full swing across the state as warden 
trainees learn from experienced officers the finer aspects of being a Wildlife Officer.  
Warden Beals was teamed up with his trainee, Warden Gorman.  They found 
everything from methamphetamines to hidden game and caught several spot-
lighters during the month as well as assisting with a decoy operation.  One group of 
squirrel hunters declared they were unable to locate any game in the Mendocino 
National Forest.  Beals found this to be quite suspicious considering that for nearly 
seven years he had seen game frolicking all about the MNF.  Gorman searched the 
subjects’ car after politely informing them of Fish and Game Code section 2012.  
Shortly after their continued denial of there being any game in the vehicle, several 
mountain quail found neatly tucked away up and under the front passenger seat.  
The quail were quite fresh and there was a blank stare on the faces of the three 
occupants of the vehicle.  After a quick interview it was discovered that one subject 
shot the quail and another hid them.  Nobody had an upland game stamp which 
was the reason for the hidden quail. Several citations were issued to the subjects. 
Beals and Gorman ended the month with 38 citations issued to several subjects for a 
variety of violations. 
 
Warden Karnow reports that bear problems continue in the 2310 squad: a cub was hit 
and killed by a vehicle on Hwy 20 east of Nevada City; a second cub and mother 
bear remained along the highway causing traffic hazards and many phone calls to 
CHP, DFG, the USFS, and the Sheriff’s Office.  A bear broke into a vehicle in the 
parking lot of the Elks Lodge in Nevada City, causing a public safety issue of people 
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trying to scare the bear out; it damaged the inside of the vehicle.  Near Drum 
Forebay, two bears jumped in front of Karnow’s patrol vehicle, almost getting hit.  
Two problem bear complaints of damaging property at residences were reported on 
opening day of dove season.  Karnow responded to and located a dead mountain 
lion killed by unknown means. 
 
Karnow observed the lowest turnout of hunters during the dove opener at 
Spenceville Wildlife Area that he had ever seen; one hunter contacted actually used 
size BB waterfowl steel shot to hunt dove, claiming unavailability of steel shot.  In the 
past, hundreds of vehicles would be parked using the wildlife area; this past opener 
yielded only about 40 vehicles 
 
Karnow investigated multiple streambed alteration issues and worked with DFW 
biologists on multiple cases.  Several Notice of Violation letters were sent to subjects, 
including NOV’s sent to two defendants of 1602/5650 violations filed with the 
Environmental Prosecutor.  Karnow attended conference calls with DA’s in regards to 
two cases filed.  One stream alteration culprit, and after several hours of investigation 
following several miles of Wolf Creek, was revealed as a family of beavers that raised 
an existing dam an additional four feet high, causing hundreds of residents 
downstream to be affected.  Several 1602 warnings were issued for various water 
damming or diversion issues. 
 
Lieutenant LaFave heard numerous shots being fired on a ranch, in Amador County, 
on the morning of the Dove Opener.  Lt. LaFave gained access to the ranch and 
located five subjects hunting around a small watering hole.  The area where the 
hunters were found was surrounded by hundreds of turkey mullein plants; also known 
as “Dove Weed”.  Lt. LaFave started walking around where the hunters had placed a 
“Robo Dove” to check for signs of baiting.  Lt. LaFave kicked at a large turkey mullein 

plant and noticed that it was not attached to 
the ground and the stock looked like it had 
been cut with some type of tool.  He then 
proceeded to kick over all the turkey mullein 
plants and noticed all had been cut and 
placed on the ground to look as if they were 
growing naturally.  Lt. LaFave interviewed the 
landowner and got him to admit to cutting 
hundreds of mullein plants, transporting them 
to the area, and placing them on the ground 
so they would look natural in order to attract 

dove.  Lt. LaFave cited all five subjects for hunting over bait and an additional 
subject was cited for no upland game bird stamp. 16 dove were seized and donated 
to the Hunter Ed Program for a game care clinic.  
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Natural Resource Volunteer Program 
Rancho Cordova Chapter 
 
In September, our Rancho Cordova Chapter provided 1,350 hours of NRVP service to 
Enforcement, Office of Communications and Outreach, Wildlife Management, 
Administration, and Habitat Conservation divisions.   
 
Enforcement: Volunteers provided 468 hours moving more than a dozen vehicles to 
new locations, freeing up Officers to focus their valuable time and resources on their 
primary roles.  Volunteers also man the region’s CalTIP line and R2 LED phone, and 
provide downtown LED HQ assistance, with 1,400 overall public contacts reporting 
poaching or with questions about enforcement and wildlife. 
 

NRVP also manned the highly successful and fun 
Squirrel-A-Palooza Check Points  
Photo at left: Squirrel-A-Palooza survivor attempts revenge 
on fearless leader Warden Adam Kraft, while Warden Tim 
Bolla awaits the outcome. 
 
Office of Communication, Education and Outreach: 
NRVP represented CDFW at more than 1,900 
interactions with our public during salmon festivals, the 

Carmichael Funders Celebration, Tahoe 
campgrounds for Bear Awareness Programs and 
Taylor Creek Kokanee runs to reduce human-
bear conflicts – with close to 150 hours of public 
engagement, education, awareness, and even 
recruitment.  
 
Wildlife Management: Volunteers served 263 
hours opening and closing the Yolo Bypass 
Wildlife Area on the weekends, in the ultracold freezer to inventory evidence and 
specimens, preparing capture kits for elk and sheep captures, and entering 
depredation applications and kill counts into a database. 
 
Administration: Volunteers helped ensure full customer service at R2 HQ, answering 
700 phone requests for CDFW information or questions, allowing the R2 front desk staff 
to provide extraordinary counter service to their front desk customers.  The 
Volunteers’ 161 hours effectively add an additional one-third to the R2 HQ customer 
service capacity. 
 
Habitat Conservation: Volunteers provided 71 hours performing LSAA desk reviews of 
files in preparation for site visits and performed an on-site Visit for compliance on an El 
Dorado County Project.  
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NRVP: Along with full-time Lieutenant Liz Gregory (one 
of the two pictured to the right) as the overall 
program manager, almost half of the Rancho 
Cordova volunteers provide the equivalent of 28 
personnel days of NRVP internal support in multiple 
roles such as those below.  Without their support, the 
program could not provide the caliber and quantity 
of service demonstrated in this report. 
• Liaisons with CDFW Staff 
• Schedulers 
• Internal Volunteer Coordinator 
• Coordinators for R2 NRVP Newsletter 
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North Coast Enforcement District 
 
Lt. Jones thanks the whole 3210 squad for their assistance with the devastating Lake 
County “Valley Fire”.  His squad worked day and night shifts with roving patrols 
assisting with evacuations, looking for looters, security checking homes, welfare 
checks, working road blocks, escorting home owners, and feeding animals in need. 
 
Warden Morton put together a very successful night flight focusing on spotlighting 
activity.  The officers caught a total of five people spotlighting during the detail.  All 
five spot lighters were located in the Knoxville Wildlife Area.  A total of three night 
flights were completed during the A zone deer season netting an overall total of 14 
violators.  
 
Warden Glau and Lt. Ober responded to a discharge of approximately 400,000 
gallons of chlorinated water into San Mateo Creek.  Approximately 1.5 miles of creek 
were affected with hundreds of fish killed by exposure to the chlorinated water.  They 
are coordinating their investigation with the regional water board and NOAA. 
  
Lt. Ober performed a joint agency warrant inspection of a property suspected of 
having numerous environmental violations.  It was conducted with CalFire and San 
Mateo County Environmental.  Ten Fish and Wildlife violations involving the creek 
were detected, including a new road built along the creek with the removal of all 
vegetation on one side of the creek, depositing material associated with building the 
road in the creek, and completely diverting two small streams.  
  
Warden Rehse, along with Warden Garrett and Warden McCoy responded to a spill 
of 5,000 gallons of milk into San Lorenzo Creek in Alameda County.  The three Officers 
were able to construct a temporary dam in the creek to prevent the spread of milk 
further downstream until the cleanup crew arrived.  
  
Warden Rogers and K9 Falko were called to assist the invasive species program with 
a 60 foot houseboat that had been quarantined in the Stockton area. The house 
boat had been decontaminated previously and was waiting for release from 
quarantine.  The K9 team searched the large boat for any remaining signs of quagga 
or zebra mussels.  K9 Falko alerted on a bilge hole and a welded keel guard area 
under the boat.  Fish and Wildlife staff used flashlights, tweezers and a magnifying 
glass to remove whole mussels and shells from these tiny openings. 
 
Warden Bearry and Warden Stone responded to a nighttime call from Napa County 
Sheriff’s office about a poached deer near Lake Berryessa.  They responded and 
after examining the evidence and interviewing the suspects and witnesses, they 
determined that the suspects in the vehicle stopped on a public roadway and 
pointed the barrel of a rifle out the window and shot a spike buck on private 
property.  The suspects attempted to flee the scene without trying to recover the 
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deer.  After they were apprehended, 
Warden Bearry seized an AR-15 rifle which 
was used to shoot the deer. Multiple 
charges are being filed with the Napa 
County District Attorney’s office.  
 
The P/B Marlin Crew also patrolled offshore Marin/San Francisco and Sonoma 
counties.  They concentrated their efforts on MPAs and Marine Sanctuaries.  They 

located several dozen traps offshore and in the 
shipping lanes.  They removed some of the traps 
from the water.  They found more traps tangled 
together posing a risk to wildlife including potential 
marine mammal entanglement.  They will be 
following up with the owners of the traps. 

 
On Sept 12th 2015 Warden Little was one for the first law enforcement units to reach 
Cobb Mountain and begin evacuating people from their homes. While the fire was 
raging through the town of Cobb, Warden Little received information regarding an 
elderly lady trapped in her home through dispatch. Another unit advised over the 
radio that he was unable to reach the home due to heavy fire and severe debris in 
the road way.  Little drove through the fire to reach the women’s home where he 
found an 11 month old child and an elderly woman in need of evacuation.  Warden 
Little carried the infant to his patrol truck and went back to escort the lady out of her 
home that was only minutes from burning.  Warden Little successfully got the woman 
and 11 month old child to safety just in time.  Little then raced back into harm’s way 
again. This time a call came out for a medical 
crew to assist an elderly woman who needed 
an ambulance for transportation due to 
serious medical needs.  Warden Little soon 
learned that there were no ambulances or 
medical personal available so he took matters 
into his own hands and raced to Anderson 
Springs in search of the woman.  Warden Little 
found the woman, who was unable to walk, 
and packed her down a flight of stairs and 
outside the house.  Warden Little placed the 
woman in another civilian’s vehicle and escorted them to safety.  After getting the 
woman and her neighbor to safety Warden Little again returned to Cobb to assist in 
more evacuations. 
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Warden Stephenson assisted with evacuations during the 
Valley Fire.  He also worked with the Sheriff’s Department 
to patrol the areas affected by the fire in order to keep 
looters out of the area.  Stephenson and Warden Little 
investigated a deer poaching case in the Kelseyville area 
where they successfully caught a poacher who had been 
trespassing on private property and killing deer.  
Stephenson ended his month by putting together a night 
hunting detail.  During the detail Stephenson issued a 
citation for having a loaded long gun inside a vehicle.  

(Photo: Warden Stephenson with poacher and 4x4 deer killed 
over a bait pile.) 

Warden Smith spent a majority of his month assisting with patrols of evacuated areas 
of Lake County due to the Valley Fire.  Smith along with other DFW officers and 

officers from multiple agencies assisted Lake County 
Sheriff’s Department with security during the 
mandatory evacuations around the communities of 
Cobb, Middletown and Hidden Valley.  Multiple arrests 
were made during this time due to looting activity.  
During all of this chaos and extremely long hours, 
Smith found time to investigate a pollution case, 
attend two night flight patrols, locate a suction 
dredge in a local creek and seize a fawn from a 
house in the evacuated area. 

 
Warden Pat Freeling and Warden Donald White received a text from Warden Jake 
Olsen regarding a possibly unlawfully taken buck in the Ukiah area.  The pair 
contacted Mendocino County Sherriff Deputy Robert Moore, who explained that the 
previous evening he served an arrest warrant on a local subject for arson.  While 
escorting the bad guy to jail, Moore asked the suspect about the massive set of 
antlers lying on the couch.  “Nice buck, when did you shoot it?”  The suspect, thinking 
Moore was referring to the dead deer lying in the driveway proudly replied, “Today!” 
Being a hunter himself, Moore then asked, “Where’s the tag?” The suspect didn’t say 
another word.  Later that evening, Deputy Moore shrewdly intercepted a recorded 
jailhouse call from the outlaw. “Mom, Come get the buck, Fish and Game’s going to 
get me, I’m gonna be in big trouble.”  Moms reply was “O.K.”. 
The MCSO Deputy and F&W Officers worked together to write up a warrant for the 
suspect’s property to search for the poached buck.  After getting the warrant signed, 
the trio, accompanied by Lt. Rusty Boccaleoni, another MCSO Sergeant and an 
Animal Control officer searched the suspect’s residence and outbuildings.  During the 
search, officers found 21 sets of trophy antlers, an old, rotted out deer, bloody field 
dressing equipment, clothing with hair and blood evidence and a large bait pile in 
the back yard.  To their dismay, the buck was nowhere to be found.  

17 
 



MCSO Deputy Moore and White and Freeling went back to the jail to interview the 
suspect.  After a brief denial of knowledge to any dead deer, they received a 

videotaped confession from the main 
suspect.  Freeling and White drove to the 
local elementary school to interview the 
mother.  After laying out the story and the 
consequences of her involvement, the 
officers were shocked to find the mother 
stonewalling them. “I don’t know what 
you’re talking about.”  Further explanation 
and interviewing resulted in the woman 
breaking down and spilling her guts, “I 
couldn’t lift that thing into my car, I called 

Willie’s dad to come pick it up.”  A quick phone call to the suspect’s father confirmed 
he had the butchered deer at his residence.  Freeling and White recovered the deer, 
photographed the weapon and 
wrapped the investigation up, eight hours 
after getting the phone call.  The deer 
meat was salvaged and donated to the 
grateful firemen working the Valley fire.  
Six charges were filed against the 
suspect.  Working together, five DFW 
officers from three counties, along with 
three Mendocino County deputies jointly 
helped take down one of Mendocino 
County’s worst wildlife outlaws. 
 
Warden Gil responded to Ft. Hunter Liggett and contacted Hunter Liggett Police 

Officers who were detaining suspects until Gil could arrive.  
The investigation yielded 14 hunting violations.  The subjects 
shot and killed two does and a spike buck and attempted to 
leave the area undetected hiding the deer underneath a 
tarp inside the Jeep.  The 
subjects used lead 
ammunition, full metal jacket 
and had one deer tag 
between them.  The men 
were trespassing and also 
hunting for pigs with an 
unplugged shotgun, lead 
number 4 shot and one pig 

tag between them both.  All of the firearms and 
equipment were seized including the Hunter 
Education hat one of the subjects was wearing.   
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Gil also responded to several incidents where band tailed pigeons were being shot 
during dove season.  Gil issued three men citations for shooting 12 band tails out of 
season.  During a night flight operation Gil issued a father a citation for spotlighting, 
use of lead ammunition, contributing to the delinquency of a minor and hunting after 
hours.  The father has his 16 year old son with him in the front seat with the rifle looking 
for wild pigs.  Gil also issued citations for multiple vehicle code violations including 
open containers to hunter who were looking for deer.  While responding to another 
call during a night flight, Gil was passing a vehicle and noticed a highway sign 
sticking out of the hood of the vehicle.  Gil stopped the drunk driver and learned CHP 
had several reports of the suspect throughout Monterey County.  Gil was a little 
surprised when the CHP officer asked him what his PC for the stop was. 

 
 
Lt. Tognazzini investigated the taking of a trophy buck 
deer in the Cambria area.  Multiple interviews and 
evidence collected revealed the deer had been 
killed unlawfully on private property.  A formal 
complaint is pending on the case.   
  
 

 
Warden Hare checked multiple anglers taking Pacific bonito brought in by the 
warmer El Nino currents.  Hopes are high that the Albacore Tuna will be offshore soon 
as well.  The P/B Bluefin said good bye to Warden Hanson as he transferred to OSPR.  
The Bluefin continued to patrol with Warden Ames as the operator.   
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Office of Spill Prevention & Response 
 
Warden Mike Conely acted as State on Scene 
Coordinator for the Chevron MWSS 36 spill and the 
Freeport McMoran Unit 1 spill both in Kern County.  The 
Chevron MWSS 36 spill involved five barrels of crude oil 
and produced water that released as a result of a 
production line break.  The spill involved 517 feet of a dry 
creek bed.  The lighter type oil penetrated the ground to 
several feet in various locations and required extensive 
work to remove contaminated soils during the clean-up.  
The Freeport McMoran Unit 1 spill involved four barrels 
produced water, four barrels condensate, and one barrel 
crude oil.  The spill was the result of a release from a 
break in a six inch vapor line.  The spill entered two dry 
drainages.  Clean up on both spills was completed with no wildlife loss.  
 
Warden Angel Tapia responded to a three boat fire at Oxbow marina, in Isleton.  The 

boat where the fire started sank and it was 
undetermined how much fuel was on board.  The fire 
also burned two other boats.  One boat was 
confirmed to have 
100 gallons of 
gasoline the 
second vessel was 
an unconfirmed 
amount.  The 
structure of the 

two vessels was compromised creating the 
potential for further pollution.  Vessel assist was on 
scene and removed all vessels from the water.   
    
After Warden Tapia cleared the spill in Isleton he noticed a vehicle had run a red 
light.  Warden Tapia initiated a vehicle stop and contacted the driver.  While 
providing dispatch with the driver’s information Warden Tapia noticed the driver 

reaching towards the passenger seat.  Warden Tapia 
approached the vehicle from the passenger side and 
noticed the subject holding a black box.  After 
questioning the subject about the black box and 
obtaining consent to look in the box Warden Tapia 
located a large amount of Methamphetamine.  
Warden Tapia also suspected the vehicle was a stolen 
vehicle.  Warden Tapia requested a backup unit and 
removed the subject from the vehicle.  The subject was 
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placed in handcuffs without further incident.  Warden B. Owen arrived at his location 
and provided assistance.  Warden B. Owen provided dispatch with the VIN and 
dispatch confirmed it was a stolen vehicle.  The subject was arrested and booked 
into the Yolo county Jail, charged with five felonies one misdemeanor and one CVC 
violation.   
 
Warden Michael Kirchner participated in the Butte Fire security detail helping the 
residents of Calaveras County protect their property from would-be looters and 
burglars.  Warden Kirchner’s team, under the direction of Lt. Steve Stiehr, completed 
multiple contacts, issued multiple warnings, conducted a welfare check, arrested 
one subject with an outstanding arrest warrant, and found one missing person.   
 
Warden Robert Coyan had a busy month 
responding to spills. He started out the month 
responding to a broken fuel line at the Pillar Point 
Harbor fuel dock. As much as 20 gallons of gasoline 
were spilled before the spill source was stopped.  
Most of the spilled product was captured in 
deployed boom.  The faulty hose was replaced and 
fueling operations resumed a few days later. 
 
Later in the month Coyan responded to a sunken landing craft at 5th Avenue Harbor 

in Oakland.  Absorbent and hard boom were put 
out due to the heavy sheen.  The US Coast Guard 
eventually used Federal funds for the incident and 
hired Parker Dive Company to remove the fuel from 
the tanks.  On September 18, Warden Coyan 
responded to Oyster Point Harbor for a large 
wooden boat that had sunk releasing several 
hundred gallons 
of diesel into the 
bay.  Luckily, 

harbor personnel were able to get the vessel 
boomed off quickly minimizing any further 
environmental effects.  Global Diving was hired by 
the owner of the vessel for the cleanup. 
Somewhere between 400 and 600 gallons of 
diesel were recovered from the bay with pumps 
and sorbents. 
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Headquarters 
 
 
MARIJUANA ENFORCEMENT TEAM 
 
Throughout September, the MET completed tactical marijuana operations in Santa 
Clara, Fresno, Stanislaus, San Joaquin, Glenn, Butte, San Mateo, San Benito, 
Monterey, Shasta, Marin, Riverside, Tehama, Stanislaus, El Dorado and Sacramento 
counties.  During these operations, the MET safely apprehended approximately 25 
felony DTO suspects and recovered an assortment of firearms. 
 
MET officers assisted on two search warrants in Shasta County of upper level cartel 
homes and ranches resulting in $42,000 in cash seized, several firearms secured, and 
two suspects apprehended by K-9 Phebe.  
Warden Boyd and Phebe assisted on other 
raids in Shasta and El Dorado County 
resulting in eight additional DTO suspects 
caught with K9 assistance.  Most of the 
suspects gave up before being 
apprehended when challenged by Phebe.  
During these operations, MET rectified 
multiple waterway diversions of 
anadromous streams, removed from site 
and the plants eradicated.  One site in 
Shasta County had an alarming number of 
dead birds, a dead fox, and evidence of other dead animals due to the suspects 
painting furan poison on the plant stems with poached band tailed pigeon feathers 
throughout the grow site.  Photo above:  Deep well dug, used for watering Marijuana plants 
 

Photo at left:  
band tail 
pigeon 
feathers used 
as poison stir 
stick                  
 
 
 
Photo at 
right:  
poisoned 
non game 
bird 
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SPECIAL OPERATIONS UNIT 
 
SOU officers surveilled a long-time CDFW offender first known to SOU in Operation 
Night Owl which involved the harvest of numerous abalone at night in Mendocino 
County.  SOU has kept steady tabs on him and determined he and his wife apply for 
and receive duplicate deer and bear tags every year.  The suspect has a long history 
of cultivation, has been arrested three times since June for possession, weapons 
possession, doe meat, etc.  His probationers have done nothing to stop him, despite 
numerous violations.  SOU led the effort to determine his most recent activities in the 
El Dorado National Forest.  The case relied heavily on a GPS tracker and resulted in 
the suspect once again being arrested in the EDNF early Sunday morning with 
loaded weapons in possession.  
 
WATERSHED ENFORCEMENT TEAM 
 
WET Law Enforcement staff assisted Tehama and Shasta County MET with several 
warrant details in September.  Over a thousand marijuana plants were eradicated 
and five arrests were made for felony cultivation.  In addition, numerous streambed 
alteration and pollution violations were documented.  Notice of Violations (NOV’s) 
will be generated and Administrative Civil Liability Action (ACLA’s) will be considered 
against the landowners. 
 
WET officers assisted Dr. Mourad Gabriel and the US Forest Service with reclamation 
efforts, in the Plumas County, near Quincy.  Four large Drug Trafficking Organization 
(DTO) grows were reclamated while utilizing the helicopter and support staff.  
Suspected carbo-furan was located at several sites along with the carcasses of a 
bear and several foxes. 
 
WET officers, Regional Water Quality Control Board and State Water Resources 
Control Board served a search warrant at the rural western Tehama County parcel.  
While traveling to the site of the warrant, Warden Cardoza and Warden Galwey 
encountered two Hispanic male adults transporting 47 pounds of processed 
marijuana.  The driver fled on foot and the passenger was apprehended and 
booked in the Tehama County Jail for felony possession and transportation of 
marijuana.  During the service of the warrant, one male adult was located and 
arrested in a travel trailer where three firearms were located.  Two more male adults 
were arrested in a tent were a full auto short barreled AK47 with 20 round magazine 
was located.  A fourth male adult fled the area into thick brush.  He was quickly 
arrested without further incident when Warden Cardoza and K9 Kilo arrived on scene 
and made an announcement to deploy the canine.  In total 289 growing marijuana 
plants and approximately 500 lbs of drying marijuana were seized.  Total weight of 
marijuana removed from the property was 4020 lbs.  Numerous violations of the Fish 
and Game code were documented on the property.  In addition, the four subjects 
are being charged for numerous felony cultivation and firearms violations. 
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DELTA BAY ENHANCED ENFORCEMENT PROJECT 

DBEEP Officers spent a large part of the month working on evidence and paperwork 
for Operation Green Valley.  Several DBEEP officers assisted with the Butte Fire and 
assisted local squads with the D3-5 and X-Zone openers.  
 
DBEEP officers were code 5 along the Feather River at Bedrock Park for salmon 
poachers.  At approximately 0200 hours a small car pulled into the park and blacked 
out.  A subject got out of the car and opened and closed the trunk.  Approximately 
20 minutes later three male subjects walked down to the river and immediately 
began snagging salmon.  After observing the subjects snag and retain several 
salmon Warden Holley returned to his marked patrol vehicle and went code 5 in the 
area of their vehicle.  At approximately 0400 all three subjects returned to the vehicle 
and placed the product and gear in the trunk.  The subjects then started to leave 
town.  Warden Holley notified OPD the car was on the move and Holley was 
attempting to stop before Highway 70.  Several OPD units and one CHP unit fell in 
behind Holley as he was attempting to make the 
stop.  The vehicle didn’t immediately stop and 
the back passenger door began to open while 
the car was still moving.  Thinking the subjects 
were attempting to foot bail Holley radioed to 
OPD and they drove around Holley and blocked 
the vehicle in.  All three subjects were removed 
from the vehicle, placed in separate PD vehicles 
and questioned.  All three subjects stated that 
they had only caught one fish.  Warden Holley 
removed the bags of fish from the vehicle and 
found them to be in possession of seven salmon and one trout.  No one would admit 
to how many fish were caught.  Also located in the vehicle were several snag gear 
setups and two heavy duty 7’ foot rods with approximately 65 pound braided line.  
All three subjects were placed under arrest for four different fishing violations and the 
vehicle was towed for storage. 
 
DBEEP officers also went to court in Contra Costa County for Khan Van Bui.  Khan Van 
Bui was observed fishing all week long and selling his catch on Sunday, when he 
returned to his residence in Richmond.  Khan Van Bui has had some past history with 
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife.  Khan Van Bui has been cited seven 
times since 2006.   On September 17, 2015, Khan Van Bui plead no contest to Fish and 
Game Code 12012 (a), CCR T-14 Section 5.82 (b),  Fish and Game Code 12000 to wit 
CCR T-14 Section 5.75 (b), CCR T-14 Section 5.82 (b), and CCR T-14 Section 1.17.  For a 
total of $5,000 in fines, three years probation, and three years of no fishing.  All the 
evidence and fishing equipment that was seized was forfeited to the Department. 
 
DBEEP completed Operation Green Valley with the execution of six search warrants 
and five arrests.  The search warrants yielded several illegal firearms, marijuana 
cultivating equipment, twenty thousand dollars in cash, seizure of four vehicles, one 
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ATV, and one vessel.  In total, eleven suspects were arrested during the four month 
long investigation in connection with six illegal marijuana grows spread throughout 
Sacramento, San Joaquin, and Contra Costa counties.  Warden Marrone attended 
several preliminary hearings in relation to this case.  During one hearing, two suspects 
pled guilty to cultivation of marijuana, sales of marijuana, being armed in the 
commission of a felony, grand theft of state water, and maintaining a place for the 
sale of narcotics, and agreed to serve two and a half years state prison then 
deportation. 
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