
Item No. 10 
STAFF SUMMARY FOR AUGUST 4-5, 2015 

 
   

 
 
Author:  Susan Ashcraft 1 

10. SANTA BARBARA MARICULTURE - NEW LEASE  
 
Today’s Item Information  ☐ Action  ☒ 

Determine whether state water bottom lease applied for by Santa Barbara Mariculture 
Company would be in the public interest. 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions 

 Receive new lease application  Jun 10-11, 2015; Mammoth Lakes 

 Today’s public interest finding Aug 4-5, 2015; Fortuna 

 Approve lease Dec 9-10, 2015; San Diego 

Background 

FGC has the authority to lease state water bottoms to any person for aquaculture if FGC 
determines that such a lease is in the public interest (Section 15400, Fish and Game Code). 
Requirements for new lease applications and their consideration by FGC are specified in 
Section 15403 et seq. of the Fish and Game Code. 

Santa Barbara Mariculture currently holds FGC-issued state water bottom lease number M-
653-02) for offshore mussel farming activity adjacent to Santa Barbara County. This lease is 
set to expire January 17, 2016, and renewal is being pursued by the lessee, Mr. Bernard 
Friedman. At its June 2015 meeting, FGC received an application from Mr. Friedman to lease 
a new area covering 26 acres of state water bottom adjacent to and adjoining the existing 
lease, as part of his effort to reconfigure the current operating lease shape during lease 
renewal. Mr. Freidman submitted the new lease application and lease renewal request within 
the same letter (Exhibit 1). FGC will consider the request to renew the existing lease and the 
application for a new lease, under separate, but concurrent actions later this year.   

Fish and Game Code sections 15400(a) and 15404 require that, prior to considering a new 
lease application, FGC must find that the lease area applied for is available (i.e., not otherwise 
leased or encumbered for other use), and that the lease would be in the public interest. To 
help inform FGC’s finding, DFW has consulted with the State Lands Commission regarding 
availability of the area, and has provided a review of the application regarding public interest.   

Should FGC find that the lease would be in the public interest, staff will publish public notice 
that FGC is considering the lease, as prescribed in Fish and Game Code Section 15404, and 
will conduct environmental review prior to final FGC consideration. 

Significant Public Comments (N/A) 

Recommendation  

FGC staff:  Concurs with DFW’s recommendation that FGC find the lease would be in the 
public interest, and that the lease application be advanced for public notice and review.  

DFW:  A finding that the lease applied for would be in the public interest, and staff direction to 
proceed with the next steps in public notice and environmental review.  
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Exhibits 

1. Santa Barbara Mariculture Company application for new lease and request for lease 
renewal, dated Apr 15, 2015 

2. Map of current and proposed lease areas  

3. DFW memo review of Santa Barbara Mariculture request for new lease, received Jul 22, 
2015 

Motion/Direction 

Moved by ____________and seconded by ____________that the Commission finds that the 
state water bottom lease area applied for by Santa Barbara Mariculture Company for purposes 
of aquaculture is available for lease, that the lease would be in the public interest, and directs 
staff to initiate environmental review and public notice pursuant to Section 15404 of the Fish 
and Game Code.  
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Position Latitude Longitude
a' 34° 23' 39.231" N 119° 45' 9.832" W
a 34° 23' 39.600" N 119° 45' 10.980" W
b' 34° 23' 47.860" N 119° 45' 37.789" W
b 34° 23' 48.180" N 119° 45' 38.940" W
c 34° 23' 36.600" N 119° 45' 44.160" W
d 34° 23' 27.960" N 119° 45' 16.200" W
X 34° 23' 40.430" N 119° 45' 41.126" W
1 34° 23' 52.737" N 119° 45' 53.591" W
2 34° 23' 45.307" N 119° 45' 56.928" W
3 34° 23' 31.801" N 119° 45' 13.170" W

Map created by California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Marine
Region GIS. Map is shown in the California Teale Albers NAD 83 projection. 
The positions listed are in geographic coordinates NAD 83.
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