
 STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 FISH AND GAME COMMISSION 
 STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR REGULATORY ACTION 
 (Pre-adoption Statement of Reasons) 

 
Amend Division 1, Subdivision 2 and Sections 311, 353, 464, 465, 475, and 485 

Repeal Section 355, and Add Section 250.1 
 Title 14, California Code of Regulations 

Re: Prohibition on the Use of Lead Projectiles and Ammunition  
Using Lead Projectiles for the Take of Wildlife with Firearms 

 
I. Date of Initial Statement of Reasons:  October 31, 2014  
 
II. Date of Pre-adoption Statement of Reasons: March 19, 2015 
 
III. Dates and Locations of Scheduled Hearings: 
 

(a) Notice Hearing:  Date: December 3, 2014 
      Location:  Airtel Plaza Hotel 

7277 Valjean Avenue 
Van Nuys, CA 

  
 (b) Discussion Hearing:  Date:  February 12, 2015 
      Location:  Resources Building  

1416 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA 

   
(c) Adoption Hearing:  Date:  April 9, 2015 

Location:  Flamingo Conference Resort/Spa 
2777 Fourth Street 
Santa Rosa, CA 

 
IV.  Description of Modification of Originally Proposed Language of Initial Statement 

of Reasons:  
 
No changes have been made in the originally proposed regulatory language. 

 
V.  Reasons for Modification of Originally Proposed Language of Initial Statement of 
 Reasons: 

 
No changes have been made in the originally proposed regulatory language. 

 
VI. Summary of Primary Considerations Raised in Opposition and in Support: 

 
Sixty-five people provided comments as of March 19, 2015 which covered the 
range of topics outlined below: 
 

1. Supports the proposed phased lead ammunition ban – 28 comments 
2. Do not implement the lead ammunition ban – 21 comments 
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3. Concerned about nonlead ammunition availability – 11 comments 
4. Fully implement the regulations by 2017 – 8 comments 
5. Concerned about the long term economic effects of the ban - 8 comments 
6. Implement regulations sooner than 2019 – 7 comments 
7. Do not implement the ban and find a better alternative – 7 comments 
8. Provide an exemption for antique guns - 1 comment 

  
On behalf of the Commission, the Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) 
used the best available information (scientific literature, ammunition industry 
reports/assessments, economic data compiled by the Department and U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service) and has determined that the proposed project facilitates the 
phase-in of nonlead ammunition in the manner that is consistent with Fish and 
Game Code section 3004.5’s mandate to implement the statutory mandate to 
require the use of nonlead projectiles and ammunition no later than July 1, 2019 
and, in whole or in part, earlier if practicable, and consistent with the Governor’s 
direction to the achieve the least disruptive phase-in.  The proposed regulatory 
changes balance the statutory requirements and deadlines with the complex 
nature of ammunition production, retail availability, and consumer demand.  
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