From: Gary Bailey

To: director@wildlife.ca.com

Cc: EGC; CNRA Office of the Secretary
Subject: Please prevent future imports of bullfrogs
Date: Monday, March 23, 2015 10:06:48 PM

Dear Director Bonham:

Please halt the issuance of permits to import bullfrogs, which are destroying native
wildlife of California.

Thank you,

Gary Bailey



From: Deb

To: EGC; CNRA Office of the Secretary

Subject: Please stop issuing permits for the importation of American Bullfrogs
Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2015 12:21:39 PM

Dear Director Chuck Bonham,
Please stop issuing permits for the importation of American Bullfrogs.
Thank you,

Deb Brown



From: Melissa Coe

To: director@wildlife.ca.com; FGC; CNRA Office of the Secretary
Subject: Please stop issuing permits for the importation of American Bullfrogs.
Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2015 12:54:45 PM

Please stop issuing permits for the importation of American Bullfrogs.

Melissa Coe

Piedmont Wildlife Rehab, Inc.

A non-profit 501 (c) (3)

Helping injured and orphaned wildlife
and nurturing an appreciation for our
local wildlife and environment.

Website: http://piedmontwildliferehab.org/
Please go to our Facebook and request to join:
https://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/groups/51216531643/

Volunteer

"Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It's not."

-Dr. Seuss



From: Gail Gester

To: director@wildlife.ca.com

Cc: EGC

Subject: Bullfrogs and you

Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2015 9:10:40 PM
Dear Sir,

Please act on your knowledge of the negative impact of bullfrogs on ecosystems of California. Please
stop issuing permits for the importation of the bullfrog to our state. As a land owner with a small pond,
my husband and | have worked for over a year to rid our pond of these detrimental introduced species.
How discouraging to learn that while careful stewards of their land are trying to restore the native
ecosystem, the government entities that are supposed to be our allies are allowing the continued
introduction of bullfrogs whether unintentional or not.

Please use your influence to stop the importation of bullfrogs.
Sincerely,

Galil Gester
Boonville, CA 95415



From: Barbara A. Kidd-Hoffmann

To: director@wildlife.ca.com

Cc: EGC; CNRA Office of the Secretary
Subject: importation of bullfrogs

Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2015 2:36:19 AM

Director Bonham, the Fish & Game Commission and Secretary Laird,

The mass importation of nhon-native American bullfrogs into the state of
California needs to be addressed (and curtailed) to prevent ecological havoc in
the future. A policy that addresses this issue needs to be established to protect
the balance of the native species which will be preyed upon by these
aggressive and potentially destructive animals. Please do not wait until the
situation becomes critical and difficult to reverse.

Sincerely,
Barbara Anne Kidd-Hoffmann, Ph.D.



From: Lisa Koehl

To: director@wildlife.ca.com; EGC; CNRA Office of the Secretary
Subject: Please Stop Issuing Permits for Importation of American Bullfrogs
Date: Monday, March 23, 2015 1:25:33 PM

Dear Honorable Officials:

| am writing with respect and urgency to ask for your help, please. | am asking
that you please stop issuing permits for the importation of American Bullfrogs.
Please help save our native species from needless harm.

Thank you kindly for your time.

Sincerely,
Lisa Koehl, Someone Who Cares

Animals have been regarded as property for way too long. It's high
time we took on a more loving and responsible relationship with our
kindred beings in the web of life on this beautiful planet. | always
think and act as a guardian

towards my kindred beings, never as their owner.



From: Kathy Kramer

To: director@wildlife.ca.com

Cc: EGC; CNRA Office of the Secretary

Subject: request that you make it illegal to import bullfrogs into California
Date: Monday, March 23, 2015 9:30:14 PM

Dear Mr. Bonham,

I am writing to request that the DFW stop disallowing permits for the importation of
American bullfrogs.

As you know, bullfrogs are not native to California. They compete with native
amphibians for food - and also prey upon native frogs. They also spread disease.

I hope you will take action to stop by importation of bullfrogs into California.

Warmly,

Kathy Kramer
Bringing Back the Natives Garden Tour Coordinator

www.bringingbackthenatives.net
Visit the Garden Tour on Facebook



From: Cynthia

To: EGC
Subject: Ban bullfrog importations
Date: Monday, March 23, 2015 2:27:48 PM

Save native wildlife!

Cynthia Langendorf
Sent from my iPad



From: Linstrom. Larry

To: director@wildlife.ca.com

Cc: EGC

Subject: New rules for bull frog

Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2015 12:53:57 PM

Please limit if not restrict bull frogs



From: Kirk Lumpkin

To: director@wildlife.ca.com

Cc: EGC; CNRA Office of the Secretary
Subject: Bullfrogs

Date: Wednesday, March 25, 2015 11:02:47 AM

Please immediately stop issuing permits for the importation of
American Bullfrogs.

Sincerely,
Kirk Lumpkin

Kirk Lumpkin
www.kirklumpkin.com,




From: katymeigs@sbcalobal.net

To: director@wildlife.ca.com

Cc: EGC; CNRA Office of the Secretary
Subject: Save our frogs

Date: Monday, March 23, 2015 12:46:19 PM

Dear Director Bonham,

| am writing to urge you to stop allowing the importation of American
bullfrogs to California. They are non-native and threaten our already
endangered native frogs and other wildlife.

Amphibians are very sensitive and endangered.

Thank you for helping to save our frogs.

Kathleen Meigs



From: BonnaMettie

To: EGC
Subject: bullfrogs
Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2015 5:56:44 AM

I urge you to stop issuing permits for the importation of bullfrogs. Thank-you.



From: Nicole Metzger

To: director@wildlife.ca.com; EGC; CNRA Office of the Secretary
Subject: Stop importing non-native bull frogs for food
Date: Monday, March 23, 2015 1:35:08 PM

Non-native bull frogs pose several risks to our native wildlife and are not a sustainable ecologically sound food source. You know
the issues. Stop their importation and lead the way for this country. Vote to end importation of non-native bull frogs.

Kind Regards,

Nicole



From: Maria Elvira Sagarzazu

To: EGC
Subject: we all know, so please, no more
Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2015 3:17:33 AM

Dear Fish and Game Commission members

You know, we know why : We don”t need bulfrogs imported. So, please do your
best to stop imports.

Sincerely,

Maria Sagardua



From: Larry Thompson

To: director@wildlife.ca.com

Cc: EGC; CNRA Office of the Secretary
Subject: Stop importing bullfrogs

Date: Wednesday, March 25, 2015 12:03:23 PM

Director Chuck Bonham,
Californians legally import over two million non-native American Bullfrogs into the

state each year, primarily for use as food. This importation should be stopped now
because of the ecological damage these frogs are causing with native wildlife.

thank you

Lawrence Thompson




From: Arlene Tompkins

To: director@wildlife.ca.com; EGC; CNRA Office of the Secretary
Subject: Ban on importation of bullfrogs!

Date: Monday, March 23, 2015 12:46:48 PM

Importance: High

| understand that both the CA Department of Fish & Wildlife and the CA Fish & Game
Commission have clearly acknowledged that the importation of bullfrogs threaten native
wildlife. The state has explicitly acknowleged the ecological problems caused by the
bullfrogs. As a member of Save the Frogs, | strongly urge you to discontinue issuing permits
for the importion of the bullfrogs. It is a simple way to protect native wildlife and promote
the health of the frog population, which has been victim to many ecological insults. God
bless you and may He lead you to continue to care about His creation.



From: kristinwomack

To: Wildlife DIRECTOR

Cc: EGC; CNRA Office of the Secretary

Subject: Help Stop the Importation of Bullfrogs in California
Date: Monday, March 23, 2015 3:53:50 PM

Dear Director Bonham, Members of the Fish and Game Commision, and Secretary Laird,

Please do all that you can to end the legal importation of American bullfrogs into California by no longer
issuing permits for their importation. Bullfrogs cause considerable ecological damage to native California
wildlife!

Thank you very much for your time and consideration.

Sincerely, Kristin Womack
San Anselmo, CA



Bullfrogs,
bobcats and
politics
The Saga
Continues....

By Eric MILLs,
COMMUNITY RELATIONS,
OHS

“We are allowing the importa-
tion of something that poses an ex-
tinction threat to California native
species, and a health threat, and we
are saying its a bureaucratic prob-
lem...2 As far as I'm concerned,
thats just not good enough.”

CA Fish & Game Commis-
sioner Richard Rogers, 2/12/12

BULLFROGS - The State
Fish & Game Commission met
in Sacramento on February 12.

. Agenda Item #32 was a “White

Paper” produced by biologists
from the Dept. of Fish &
Wildlife (DFW) entitled, “Impli-
cations of Importing American
Bullfrog (Lithobates catesbeianus
= Rana catesbeiana) into Califor-
nia.” (“White Paper” and video
available on Commission’s web-

site - www.fgc.ca.gov.)

This issue has been before the
Commission for 20+ years. Sim-
ple fix: Cease the permits for this
highly-invasive species. Turtles,
too. Back in 2010 the Commis-
sion twice voted unanimously to
hale the permits. The Depart-
ment refused, declaring, “The -
Direcror acts at the pleasure of
the Governor.” So much for the
democratic process and any real
concern for protecting our natu-
ral resources (which belong to us
all). One wonders what the Gov-
ernor’s “pleasure” truly is on this
issue. Ask him!

California annually imports
some two MILLION bullfrogs
every year for human consump-
tion, plus an estimated 300,000 to
400,000 freshwater turtles. You'll
find them in the many live food
markets in various “Chinatowns”
in Oakland, San Francisco, San
Jose, Sacramento, Los Angeles, and
elsewhere. The bullfrogs are com-
mercially-raised, mostly in Taiwan
and China, whereas all the turtles
are taken from the wild in states |
east of the Rockies, depleting local
populations.

Though it is illegal, many of
these animals are bought by “do-
gooders” and certain religious
sects, and then released into local
waters, where they prey upon and
displace our native species. The
bullfrogs are known to eat other
frogs, baby ducks, even western
pond turtles.

Recent necropsies have docu-
mented that ALL the market
frogs and turtles are diseased
and/or parasitized: E. coli, salmo-
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nella, pasturella (all potentially
fatal in humans), giardia, blood
parasites, even one case of
malaria. Tt is ILLEGAL to sell
such products for human con-
sumption, yet the sales go on un-
abated. Where’s the Health
Department?

Even more troubling, the ma-
jority of bullfrogs test positive for
the dreaded chytrid fungus (Ba-
trachochytrium dendrobatidis, or
Bd), thought to have caused the
extinctions of some 200 frog and
other amphibians species world-
wide in recent years. That alone
should be ample reason to stop
this commerce, yes? Even the
water is contaminated.

Chuck Bonham, DFW Di-
rector (a Brown-appointee, as
are all Commission members),
noted that it was “extremely im-
portant” that all parties “be very
careful and cautious” about is-
sues relating to “cultural, social
and religious community val-
ues.” Say what?! NONE of these
“values” are relevant to the issues
at hand: environmental protec-
tion, public health risks and hor-
rendous animal cruelty in the
markets. The DFW is shirking
its duties and mandate and play-
ing the political game.

Director Bonham halted the
“long-term” import permits for
these animals, but continues issu-
ing “short-term” permits. This
changes nothing. More impor-
tantly, it goes against his own de-
partment’s scientific
recommendations. The DEW
“White Paper” closes with this
statement:

“Due to the serious threat
emergent diseases pose to Cali-
fornia’s wildlife, the Department
holds that importation of live
American bullfrogs poses a signif-
icant threat to the wildlife of Cal-
ifornia. Current importation
policy may not effectively limit
or avoid the spread of discases
and invasive species, as evidenced
by significant incidents of viola-
tions. As a result, the Depart-
ment believes that a significant
reduction or elimination of im-
portation permits for live Ameri-
can bullfrogs would reduce the
risks to California wildlife.”

Director Bonham claims he
doesn’t have the authority to halt
the permits. Sounds more like a
lack of will than lack of authority.

We're on the brink of losing all
our native frogs. And whar a sad
world that would be. Talk’s
cheap. Time to ban the imports.

BOBCATS - Bobcart trapping
was also on the Commission’s
agenda that day. Assemblymem-
ber Richard Bloom’s AB 1213
bans this cruelty from about 60%
of California. The intent of the
original bill was to ban ALL bob-
cat trapping, but it was watered
down in committee. Some 38
people spoke on this issue, the
overwhelming majority of whom
favored a state-wide ban on the
trapping of these beautiful cats, a
critical part of the eco-system.

Some 1600 bobcats are
trapped annually for their fur, an
unnecessary and brutal luxury
item shipped primarily to China
and Russia, a true “Crime
Against Nature.” The Commis-
sion is considering several op-
tions, one of which is a state-wide
ban on all bobcat trapping, the
obvious best choice.

WHAT YOU, CAN DO: Express

your concerns to the following:

Chuck Bonham, Director,
DFW; email -
director@wildlife.ca.com

Sonke Mastrup, Exec. Direc-
tor, Fish & Game Commission
- fgc@fgc.ca.gov

. John Laird, Secretary of Re-
sources -
secretary@resources.ca.gov

Address for all: c/o Re-
sources Building, 1416 Ninth
Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

Governor Jerry Brown and
all state legislators may be writ-
ten c/o The State Capitol,
Sacramento, CA 95814

Attend the Commission
meeting in Santa Rosa on April
9, when both these issues will
be on the agenda. For details:
http://www.fgc.ca.gov/

NOTE: Three “unbacked”

‘bills in need of authors: (1) ban

sale of live frogs & turtles for
human consumption; (2) re-
quire on-site veterinary care at
all rodeos; (3) ban rodeo’s brutal
“steer tailing” event. DEAD-
LINE: 2/27. INFO:
afa@mcn.org

Thanks for caring.

m
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Mr. Charlton H. Bonham

Director, Department of Fish and Wildlife
State of California

BRUCE MAX FELDMANN, DV.M.
1518 California

Berkeley, California 94703
510 919-5175

fax: 510 527-7778

1 Planeldo0s

I am writing to respectfully urge you to stop issuing any and all types of

permits for the importation of live bullfrogs.

There is a body of scientific evidence that bullfrogs imported ihto California

have introduced (or are implicated in the introduction u@emntic diseases

7 Dear Mr. Bonham:

into indigenous wildlife. Let us not compound the problems even| further.

G Ny ...,

 _
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Bruce Mdx Feldmann, D.V.M.






