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Native turtles 2007

Predominant Red-eared Sliders 2014

16 April 2014
Fish and Game Commission

Dear Commissioners: Iam dismayed at the disappearance of our native Western Pond Turtles and

replacement by the invasive Red-eared Sliders. Western Pond Turtles are a species of special concern.

Ten years ago the ponds were restricted to Western Pond Turtles. Today you can barely find one in

some of the ponds. Oregon Fish and Wildlife banned the importation, sales and possession of invasive

sliders in 1996 and saved their Western Pond Turtles.Iwould love it if that could happen here, but at

least ban the sale of sliders by pet stores. Once the turtles grow big and are more expensive to

maintain, they are dumped in local ponds and out compete our native turtles. That's what happened to our
native frogs, and crayfish. Those were also out-competed by invasives that were dumped in local ponds.
Now native frogs can only be found in the foothills and there are no native crayf ish. Please at least ban

sales of invasive Red-eared Sliders in pet stores!

Very truly yours,

ft/ Scheuermann
Karen C. Scheuermann
cc: Charlton H. Bonham, Director, California Department of Fish & Wildlife, PO Box 944209, Sacramento,

94244-2090
cc: Secretary John Laird. The Resources Building. 1416 Ninth Street. Suite 1311. Sacramento. CA 95814
cc: Senator Dan Logue, 150 Amber Grove Dr. Suite #154, Chico, CA 95973
cc: Assembly Representative Jim Nielsen, State Capitol, Rm 4062, Sacramento 95814




