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Dear Mr. Michael Sutton, 

California Fish and Game Commission 

P.O. Box 944209 

Sacramento, CA 94244-2090 

April 16, 2014 

Our names are Danielle Gould and Katya Kiseleva, and we are two seventh graders at 

Medea Creek Middle School who are studying threatened and endangered species. We are 

writing to you regarding the endangered rainbow trout, Oncorhyncus mykiss. We believe that 

you may be able to help with the preservation of this fish. 

According to NOAA Fisheries, unlike other Pacific salmonids, these trout do not die after 
spawning, but return to their birthplace to spawn multiple times. To begin, the rainbow trout's 

appearance varies by habitat, climate, and mating conditions. The most common is a light brown 

speckled body, with dark brown on the top of the head, orange and green fins, and a horizontal 

red stripe on both sides of its body. These trout live all along the Pacific Coast of Washington 
and California. 

The population of these trout is dwindling due to habitat loss. The streams and rivers in 

which it lives are being destroyed because of logging, diversion of water from the streams, 

overfishing, development along these waterways, pollution, and hydroelectric dams. Logging 

removes the shade of trees, causing the water to reach lethal temperatures. Water diversion also 
damages the rainbow trout's habitat, making the rivers and streams in which it dwells and 

spawns too shallow to be inhabitable. While we realize that the problem is much larger than just 

overfishing, every little bit of regulation to help the Trout will help conserve their species. This is 

where you come in, according to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, the fishing 

limit is five fish per person per day. We kindly ask you to lower this limit to three fish per person 

per day. 

Thank you so much for your time and understanding. If no action is taken, it is predicted 
that this species will be extinct within the next 50 years. Any help is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Katya Kiseleva Danielle Gould 

 


