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March 14, 2014 

Via email at fgc@fgc.ca.gov and U.S. mail 

Sonke Mastrup, Executive Director 
Fish & Game Commission 
1416 9th Street, Room 1320 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: Pine Ranch Private Lands 

steven@sabbadinilaw.com 
doug@sabbadinilaw.com 

rich@sabbadinilaw.com 

Wildlife Habitat Enhancement and Management Area (PLM) License 

Dear Mr. Mastrup: 

My office represents Mark Pine with regard to his Pine Ranch Private Lands 
Wildlife Management (PLM) License. Recently, on February 28, 2014, you notified Mr. 
Pine of the revocation of his license, and stating the ground. The primary ground was 
that in August, 2013 four (4) individuals were cited by a Department Wildlife Officer for 
spot lighting. Please be advised that each of these four (4) citations was dismissed 
recently by the Yolo County Superior Court. I am enclosing therewith copies of the 
minute orders showing the dismissals for each of the four (4) individuals cited for your 
verification. 

The other grounds stated were that in 2009, on the opening weekend, two (2) 
individuals were cited on the ranch, one for possessing an untagged deer, and one for 
possessing two (2) out of season valley quail. The letter also mentions that several 
people were hunting on the ranch using A-zone deer tags, a violation of the PLM 
agreement. Mr. Pine notes that the reason some individuals had A-zone deer tags was 
that the Department delayed approving the Pine Ranch PLM license for 2009, by some 
six (6) weeks, past the opening of the regular deer season. Had the Department timely 
approved the license, the hunters would have been using PLM license tags in 2009. 

In any event, the Pine Ranch licensee was placed on probation for one (1) year 
in April, 2010, and no new violations occurred during that year. Therefore, the 2009 
violations should not have been considered as cause for revocation of the license, 
because the probationary period was successfully served. 
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The letter of February 28, 2014 also mentions that the Pine Ranch PLM deer 
tags had not been returned as of January 6, 2014. That is not in fact correct. Mr. Pine 
states that the tags were returned to the Department prior to December 31, 2013, per 
the agreement. 

Also, Mr. Pine states that the letter is not quite correct in that when it states that 
item 3, "each suspect carried a loaded weapon capable of killing big game". Mr. Pine's 
son, Matthew Pine, carried a pistol and a holster, which is not a realistic deer weapon. 
Also, the property owners always carry weapons on the Ranch for various reasons, 
including predators, snakes, and poachers, who are often times armed. 

As a final point, Mr. Pine was not allowed due process in this action by the 
Commission. Your letter states that a certified letter (dated January 17, 2014) was sent 
to Mr. Pine, notifying him of the February 4, 2014, hearing before the Commission. This 
is barely two (2) weeks' notice. At the time, Mr. Pine was traveling and did not receive 
the certified letter. As your letter notes, it was returned to the Department unsigned. 
Yet, the Commission chose to proceed with the agenda item without proof of service. 
Had Mr. Pine been aware of the letter, he would have appeared at the hearing or had a 
representative present. 

Therefore, based on the dismissal of the citations in 2013, given as the primary 
grounds for the revocation, and the other above stated grounds, we are requesting that 
the Commission reconsider its revocation of the Pine Ranch PLM license. I welcome 
you to contact me at the number above should you care to discuss this matter informally 
or schedule the matter for hearing. Thank you for your consideration. 

DDW/mp 
Enc 
Cc: Mark Pine 

Very truly yours, 

DOUGLAS D. WIRTH 
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CourtFinds I Cou Stip: Factual·basis 

Bail Set at 
-No NTA I OR Release_ NTS 

Recalled 

Time for TrialPX Wvd Not Wvd Cont 
D Def.'t req's permission to w/d Plea of
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POC on CT # Due
Fine I Jail Susp on CT# 

____ PLUS 

Pay Atty Fees Misd Felony Waived 
Civil Assmt owed $300 Reduced to $_0 + Fees ; ___ PER MO BEG __ 

; BY 

___ hrs I days I months I yr. with CTS 
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Admitted [] Denied Bench I A(rest.Warrant to Issue Def't waives- Constitutional Rights 

Pleads Guilty, CT 
Pleads No Contesi, CT 
Pleads Not Guilty, CT 
Jury Trial Waived I Demanded 

Constitutional Rights and J71e? Form Filed 
Defendant waives time for sentencing 
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I certify the foregoing copyof judgment rendered
CLERK of theCOURT BY 
TO THESHERIFFThe

Sent to State Prison, Execution of 
Probation Revoked: Defendant found in of probation 
Probation. terminated 

i  terminated I failed 
Criminal Proceedings Reinstated I Dismissed 
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