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NATIONAL SHOOTING SPORTS FOUNDATION, INC.

11 Mile Hill Road - Newtown, CT 06470-2359 . Tel (203) 426-1320 « Fax [203) 426-7182 www, n3st.org

LAWRENCE G. KEANE
SENFOR VICE PRESIDENT
& GENERAL COUNSEL

October 8, 2014

President Michael Sutton
Commissioners Baylis, Kellogg, Rogers
and Hostler-Carmesin

California Fish and Game Commission
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1320
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear President Sutton and Commissioners:

The National Shooting Sports Foundation (' NSSF") is the trade association for America's
firearms, ammunition, hunting, and recreational shooting sports industry. Its mission is to
promote, protect and preserve hunting and the shooting sports. NSSF has a membership of more
than 10,000 manufacturers, distributors, firearms retailers, shooting ranges, and sportsmen's
organizations. Our manufacturer members make the firearms used by law-abiding California
sportsmen, the U.S. military and law enforcement agencies throughout the state.

We would like to take this opportunity to remind you that NSSF still has serious concerns about
the apparent conflict of interest of Commission President Michael Sutton relative to the alternative
ammunition issue. Back on August 5, 2014 we submitted a letter addressing our concerns with
Commissioner Sutton and have yet to receive a credible response from the Commission.

NSSF delivered the letter to Mr. Sutton asking that he recuse himself from involvement in the
drafting of regulations to implement AB 711, as well as any other issue related to lead ammunition
or matters lobbied by Audubon California or Pacific Flyway. Because of Mr. Sutton's positions as
Executive Director of Audubon California and Vice President of Pacific F lyway, his involvement
in the implementation of AB 711 regulations appears to violate state statutes and undermines
public confidence in the commission's impartiality and fairness in the regulatory process.
Unfortunately, we still await a response from the Commission.

Until the matter of Mr, Sutton’s involvement in the alternative ammunition issue is resoived,
NSSF does not have confidence that manufacturers, dealers or sportsmen can receive fair and
impartial treatment in this subject area from the commission including the current drafting of
regulations.

A more recent development was the petition submitted on October 3, 2014, by Michel &
Associates, P.C. on behalf of the National Rifle Association requesting members of the California
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Fish & Game Commission adopt and sign Governor Brown’s most recent version of the
Incompatible Activities Statement pursuant to Government Code section 19990.

Government Code section 19990 prohibits state officers and employees from engaging in
activities that are incompatible with their positions as state officials. In accordance with this
section, each governmental agency is required to adopt its own Incompatible Activities Statement.
The Incompatible Activities Statement for the Commission was most recently updated around
August 12, 2013 yet since that time only one commissioner has acknowledged receipt of it.

It is the responsibility of the Commission to ensure that this policy is enforced. It is our
understanding that the newest member of the Commission, Commissioner Jacque Hostler-
Carmesin, is the only commissioner that has signed an acknowledgement of receiving and
understanding the Commission’s Incompatible Activities Statement. H seems that each and every
Commissioner should abide by the same standards and requirements. Why would one
Commissioner have to sign and acknowledge receipt of the statement while others are seemingly
allowed to operate with glaring conflicts of interest?

Again we respectfully request that President Sutton recuse himseif from invelvement is the
drafting of implementation regulations for AB 711. Thank you for your thorough examination of
the concerns set forth in this letter.

Sincerely,
S et i —&'/égb‘

Lawrence G Keane
Senior Vice President & General Counsel
Naticnat Shooting Sports Foundation
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