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OPPORTUNITIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
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MEETING SUMMARY 
 

1. INTRODUCTIONS The following signed in or attended: 
Tom Pedersen 
Bob Smith 
Josh Brones 
April Wakeman 
Bob Klotz 
Don Conner 
Bernie Betlach 
Don Seibel 
Jerry Springer 

Craig Stowers 
Roy Griffith 
Tom Raftican 
Ed Worley 
Jon Fischer 
Jim Waters 
Eric Loft 
Sonke Mastrup 
Jason Rhine 

Mark Hennelly 
Mark Kenyon 
Sam Davidson 
Brad Burkholder 
Bill Gaines 
Rich Fletcher 
Ron Bohner 
Bill Bernard 
Nancy Foley 

 
2. OVERVIEW OF THE HUNTER EDUCATION PROGRAM. Captain Roy Griffith 

gave an overview of the Hunter Education Program and responded to questions from the 
group.  A .pdf file of the Hunter Education Instructor Recruitment brochure will be sent to 
Taucher Committee members with this summary.   

 
3.  INPUT REGARDING POTENTIAL AMENDMENT OF WILDLIFE 

AREA/ECOLOGICAL RESERVE REGULATIONS TO REQUIRE NON-LEAD 
AMMUNITION.  As background, at the Commission’s June meeting, DFG provided four 
alternatives to amend Wildlife Area/Ecological Reserve regulations and require non-lead 
ammunition for hunting.  The Commission requested that the Taucher Committee 
recommend a preferred alternative.  After discussing this matter in July, the Hunt 
Subcommittee recommended the no change alternative.  Members at this meeting supported 
the no change alternative after a lengthy discussion, but also expressed support for an 
alternative to require non-lead shot to take upland game on designated Wildlife 
Areas/Ecological Reserves used extensively by waterfowl and/or having high wetland values.  
(NOTE:  On September 16, the Commission voted in support of the no change alternative.)  

 
4. ONGOING BUSINESS AND SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS  
 

A. Hunting- Report from Rich Fletcher.  General concern about federal road plans and 
public access on land managed by USFS and BLM.  Motion passed to form a land 
subcommittee to examine access and road management on federal lands.  Rick Bullock to 
organize an initial meeting.  Discussed Cleveland NF and plans to reduce pig numbers.   
B. Youth in the Outdoors- No report, however Jerry Springer announced a special youth 
hunt--- contact Jerry for application details.   

 C. Legislative- Report from Mark Hennelly, Jason Rhine, Ed Worley (and Bill Gaines?). 
 D. Game Bird Heritage- Did not meet. 

E. Fishing- Report from Sam Davidson.  Bill Bernard nominated to Fishing Subcommittee 
(appointment action subsequently affirmed by Commissioner Kellogg).  

 F. Others   



 

 
5. OPEN FORUM AND NEW/OTHER BUSINESS  

A. Wildlife Area / Ecological Reserve Regulatory Amendments and Scheduling- Tentative 
starting date March, 2011 Commission meeting.  Brad Burkholder is DFG contact:  
BBURKHOLDER@dfg.ca.gov 
B. Hollenbeck Canyon Wildlife Area and CEQA Document re: Dog Training- Sonke Mastrup 
reported that a specific DFG employee was interested in assisting with the CEQA document, 
however that person is no longer with DFG.  Given current DFG furloughs, it’s unclear if/when 
this can occur.   
C. GBH Project Grant Procedures and Funding- Not discussed in detail.  Note, it is my 
understanding that GBH funding was not available this year for projects. 
D. Potential Abalone Regulatory Amendments- Discussed by Bill Bernard.  Also to be 
discussed at the Marine Resources Committee meeting in October.  This matter was 
delegated to the Fishing Subcommittee for additional discussion.  As appropriate, the Fishing 
Subcommittee may elect to attend the Marine Resources Committee meeting, or may return 
a recommendation to the entire Taucher Committee. 
E.  Dr. Eric Loft gave a brief presentation on DFG’s evaluation of the status of Game 
Refuges.  For additional information, please see the following link:  
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/wildlife/gamerefuges/ 

 
6. FUTURE MEETING DATE AND LOCATION.  Unknown, TBA.   

 
 



Hunter Education Instructors (HEI) teach 
thousands of Californians each year about 

conservation, wildlife management, and firearms 
safety. 

Volunteers are the core component of the 
Department of Fish and Game (DFG) Hunter 
Education Program which has been in place 
since 1953. Hunter education has reduced the 
number of deaths per year from 31 in 1954 to an 
average of two per year and in some years, none. 

HEIs save lives through education 

To apply to be an instructor you must:
Be at least 18 years old
Have successfully completed a hunter 
education course
Have no felony convictions

DFG provides support and resources

There are four District Coordinators and one 
Statewide Administrator to help new and current 
HEIs. Contact your local District Coordinator for 
an application. 

All applicants must submit fingerprints and 
background investigation information.

(A list of enforcement agencies in your county with 
live scan capabilities will accompany the form. 
Fingerprints will be forwarded to the Department 
of Justice and FBI to check applicants’ criminal 
history.)

Applicants must complete a course of study prior 
to taking a supervised examination covering the 
basic topics of hunter education. 

The District Coordinator will provide study 
materials needed to pass the required test and 
guidance through the process.

The total testing process takes about two hours 
and applicants must score a minimum of 80 
percent. The test is usually administered out of 
the district office, but accommodations can be 
made for long distance situations. 

After successfully completing all of the 
requirements, new instructors:

Take an Oath of Allegiance
Receive a California Hunter Education 
Instructor Card
Watch a Hunter Education Instructors Training 
DVD (yours to keep)
Receive instructor materials needed to teach 
the class
Teach a portion of a hunter education class 
under the supervision of a certified instructor 
before beginning their own classes

To maintain current HEI certification, an 
instructor must:

Teach one class per year
Attend one conference (district or satellite, or 
complete an approved correspondence course)

Join the Hunter Education Program 
and help pass on the tradition!
www.dfg.ca.gov/huntered

Northern District	 601 Locust Street
			   Redding, CA 96001
			   (530) 225-2300
         
			   1701 Nimbus Road
			   Rancho Cordova, CA 95670
			   (916) 358-2900

North Coast District	 7329 Silverado Trail
			   Napa, CA 94558
			   (707) 944-5545

Central District		 1234 East Shaw Avenue
			   Fresno, CA 93710
			   (559) 243-4005 ext. 124

Southern District	 3602 Inland Empire Blvd, 	
			   Suite C-130
			   Ontario, CA 91764
			   (909) 987-8082

Hunter Education 
Districts

Pass on the
Tradition

Be a Hunter 
Education 
Instructor

Alternate communication format available upon request. If reasonable 
accommodation is needed call (916) 653-6420 or the California Relay (Telephone) 

Service for the deaf or hearing‑impaired from TDD phones at 1‑800‑735‑2929 or 711.
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El coordinador del districto proporcione los 
materiales del estudio necesitados para pasar la 
prueba y la dirección requeridas con el proceso.

El proceso total de prueba dura cerca de dos 
horas y aspirantes deben anotar un mínimo de 80 
por ciento. La prueba se administra generalmente 
de la oficina de districto, pero las comodidades se 
pueden hacer para las situaciones interurbanas. 

Después con éxito de terminar todos los 
requisitos, nuevos instructores: 

Tome un Juramento de la Lealtad 
Reciben una Tarjeta del Instructor de la 
Educación del Cazador de California 
Miran un DVD sobre el entrenamiento de la 
educación del cazador (el tuyo a guardar) 
Reciben los materiales del instructor 
necesitados para enseñar la clase 
Enseñan una porción de una clase de la 
educación del cazador bajo supervisión de un 
instructor certificado antes de comenzar sus 
propias clases 

Mantener la certificación actual de HEI, un 
instructor debe: 

	 Enseñe una clase por año 
Asiste a una conferencia (el districto 
o el satélite, o termina un curso de 
correspondencia aprobado) 

Ensamble el programa de la 
educación del cazador y ayude a 

pasar encendido la tradición!

Los instructores de la educación del cazador 
(HEI) enseñan a millares de Californians cada 
año sobre la conservación, la gerencia de la 

fauna, y la seguridad de las armas de fuego. 

Los voluntarios son el componente de la base 
de la Programa de la Educación del Cazador del 
Departamento de Pesca y Cazaria (DFG) que ha 
estado en lugar desde 1953. La educación del 
cazador ha reducido el número de muertes por 
año a partir del 31 de 1954 a un promedio de dos 
por año y en algunos años, ningunos. 

HEIs salvar vidas con la educación 

Aplicarse para ser instructor usted debe: 
Sea por lo menos 18 años de viejo 
Han terminado con éxito un curso de la 
educación del cazador 
No tiene ninguna convicción del crimen 

DFG proporciona la ayuda y recursos 

Hay cuatro coordinadores del districto y un 
administrador estatal para ayudar a HEIs nuevo 
y actual. Entre en contacto con a su coordinador 
local del districto para una aplicación. 

Todos los aspirantes deben someter huellas 
digitales y la información de la investigación del 
fondo. 

(La lista de las agencias de la aplicación en su condado 
con capacidades vivas de la exploración acompañará la 
forma. Las huellas digitales serán remitidas al Ministerio 
de Justicia y FBI para comprobar la historia criminal de los 
aspirantes.) 

Los aspirantes deben terminar un curso del 
estudio antes de tomar una examinación 
supervisada que cubre los asuntos básicos de la 
educación del cazador. 

Northern District	 601 Locust Street
			   Redding, CA 96001
			   (530) 225-2300
         
			   1701 Nimbus Road
			   Rancho Cordova, CA 95670
			   (916) 358-2900

North Coast District	 7329 Silverado Trail
			   Napa, CA 94599
			   (707) 944-5540

Central District		 1234 E. Shaw Avenue
			   Fresno, CA 93710
			   (559) 243-4005 ext. 124

Southern District	 3602 Inland Empire Blvd, 	
			   Suite C-130
			   Ontario, CA 91764
			   (909) 987-8082

Districtos De la 
Educación Del Cazador Pase la 

tradición
Sea un Instructor 
de la Educación 

del Cazador

Formato de la comunicación alterna disponible por requerimiento. Si es 
razonable la comodidad es la llamada necesaria (916) 653-6420 o el servicio 

del relais de California (teléfono) para el sordo o audiencia-deteriorado de los 
teléfonos de TDD en 1-800-735-2929 o 711.
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